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After the Wise Men had listened to the king, they went on their
way. The star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them.
It finally stopped over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they were filled with joy. The Wise Men went to the
house. There they saw the child with his mother Mary.
They bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures.
They gave him gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Matthew 2 9-11

Want to read about a modern day miracle here at
PCM? Check out pages 6-7!

The Reverend Sarah Green

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission

For the past several years, members of our congregation have been engaged with Rendall
Memorial Presbyterian Church in our Undoing Racism project. These efforts echo the growing
national conversation within our denomination and beyond about the scourge of systemic racism
in our country. This January as part of the annual Martin Luther King Observance, we in
Morristown have the wonderful opportunity to hear from one of today’s biggest leaders in the
fight against racism and systemic injustice, the Rev. Dr. William J. Barber. A long-time pastor
and activist, Barber launched the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival in
2017. The campaign’s website (https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org) says this about their
mission:
“Today, 50 years after Rev.
Dr. King and the 1968 Poor People’s
Campaign declared that “silence was
betrayal,” we are coming together to
break the silence and tell the truth
about the interlocking evils of
systemic racism, poverty, ecological
devastation, the war economy and
our distorted moral narrative.
The truth is that systemic racism allows us to deny the humanity of others; by denying
the humanity of others, we are given permission to exploit or exclude people economically; by
exploiting and excluding people economically, we are emboldened to abuse our military powers
and, through violence and war, control resources; this quest for the control of resources leads to
the potential destruction of our entire ecosystem and everything living in it. And the current
moral narrative of our nation both justifies this cycle and distracts us from it.
We declare that if silence was betrayal in 1968, revival is necessary today. We come to
remind our nation what truths we hold to be self-evident and what values we hold dear. We
draw on the histories of resistance that echo their truth down through the centuries and the
power of the blood that has been shed through generations of struggle. We loudly proclaim that
we will move forward together, not one step back!”
We have just come through Advent and Christmas, when we heard the prophet Isaiah’s
vision of God’s just Kingdom and when we welcomed the Prince of Peace into our midst. I
encourage you to keep living into the vision by reading more about the Poor People’s
Campaign, coming to hear Rev. Barber speak if you can, and most of all considering how you
can be a force for justice in this new year.
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50th Anniversary
Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance
“Remembering the Dream”
January 20

8:00am- Interfaith Breakfast
Hyatt Hotel, Morristown
Keynote speaker: Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill
Purchase your tickets ($35) through the church office
or at the What’s Up Table on January 5.

12:00pm- Commemorative Worship Service
Calvary Baptist Church, Morristown
Keynote speaker: Rev. William J. Barber

Congresswoman
Mikie Sherrill

Rev. Barber has been lauded as the closest person we
have today to Martin Luther King, Jr. He is the leader of
the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral
Revival, which honors the original 1968 campaign begun
by Martin Luther King.

Rev. William J. Barber
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Parish House

Rich Schwartz leading a previous Adult Ed class.
Sunday Morning Seminar is a series of adult study classes that gather from 8:30-9:45 am.
These seminars meet in the Parish House Erdman Room during Sunday School.
January 19 & 26 Rich Schwarz Dr. King's Birmingham Jeremiad
In April, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. sat in a jail cell in Birmingham, Alabama, leader of a
civil rights movement that appeared to be on the verge of collapse. Allowed a newspaper, he
read a public appeal from moderate to liberal local clergymen begging him to disengage. His
response, "Letter From Birmingham Jail," will be our focus on January 19 and 26. Over our two
sessions we'll analyze the letter as amateur historians, as Americans, and as Christians.
Master teacher Rich Schwartz is the author of The Prairies on Fire: Lincoln Debates Douglas,
1858. He teaches history at Whippany Park High School and is an active member of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown. Rich is also a member of the Undoing Racism Project between
PCM and Rendell Presbyterian Church.
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Faith on Film
Join us for the long running program Faith on Film
where we gather to watch and discuss thought
provoking films. Vern Verhoef will lead a post-film
discussion over pizza and salad. The action
begins at 4:00 pm in the Erdman Room of the
Parish House.

The Public January 19
This month we’ll screen the 2018 drama “The
Public”. This film takes place in a Cincinnati public
library on a bitter cold stretch when a group of
homeless library patrons refuse to leave at closing
time. People from various walks of life in town
choose sides as the confrontation escalates. This
film is written and directed by Emilio Estevez who
also plays one of the librarians and is rated PG-13.

FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON
The monthly luncheon will be held on
Thursdays for the upcoming months.
Please plan to join us for food and
fellowship in Erdman Hall at 12:00 on
January 9, February 13 and March 12.
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PCM – Tom Sheffield – Pastor Emeritus –Zimbabwe
When the Pastor Emeritus Committee began working on a plan to honor Tom Sheffield as
Pastor Emeritus of The Presbyterian Church in Morristown, we had no idea how far-reaching the
effects of that act would be. God took a seemingly straightforward event and by His Spirit led
you to make it possible for our church to be connected to the church at large---specifically in
Zimbabwe. Below, you will read a letter from Tom explaining the gift of $6,500 our congregation
was able to make to the Presbytery of Zimbabwe’s Central Fund.
Here is a brief accounting of how this evolved. Knowing that we wanted to commission the four
banners and that we would have expenses for the day of celebration, October 27, 2019, the
committee asked for anyone who so wished to contribute to a Pastor Emeritus fund. The intent
was to do everything without dipping into the operating budget. You responded generously with
monetary gifts, showing your love for Tom and his legacy at our church here in Morristown.
Now, here is the exciting part---Just as when Jesus fed the 5,000 and there were loaves
and fishes left over, your contributions amounted to an additional $6,500 after the expenses
were paid! Read on! The first time we spoke with Tom about a possible project to support in his
name, we thought we had about $5,000. Tom learned that the initial requested amount from
the partners in Zimbabwe was $5,000. Upon further study, they came back with the figure of
$6,500. More donations arrived and we had the $6,500! Truly a modern day miracle!
Join with Tom, Kathy and the Zimbabweans as we thank God for His inexpressible gifts!
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Dear Friends,
For Kathy and me and our family, October 27 was an extraordinary day. With impeccable
plans carried out by the Pastor Emeritus Committee, glorious music, superb worship leadership, astounding banners created for that day, humbling words spoken about my ministry,
the video that showed the whole church over the decades, the presentation of the certificate
from the Session, a beautiful plaque from The Church of God in Christ, the elegant reception
in the Parish House, and a very happy gathering of both new and old friends, it truly was
extraordinary in every way.

However, we were to learn that there was more to the day's being extraordinary. It is a bit of a
long story, so I hope you are willing to read on for a while. Following the Session Meeting on
November 21 I was informed that gifts had been given for the celebration. Further after all
the costs of the day had been covered, a balance remained. The Session voted that the balance
of the gifts would go to the Presbytery of Zimbabwe's Central Fund. For nearly a decade
friends, partners and colleagues in Zimbabwe had hoped for a Central Fund in order consistently to pay ministers and evangelists. It was a dream I shared through my work in the
Presbytery of Denver, who has been in partnership with the Presbytery of Zimbabwe since
2005.
In Zimbabwe's desperate economy, depending on congregations alone meant that congregations spent all their time, energy and resources trying to pay their ministers. It also meant
that most often ministers were not paid their full salaries or were not paid at all. Through
initial gifts from the churches and friends of the Presbytery of Denver the Presbytery of
Zimbabwe was able to start several businesses. The businesses' eventual profits would provide the foundation of a Fund from which the ministers could be paid. Now they are readying to begin officially to pay thirty ministers at the start of next year. But to do that they
still needed $6500.
Now here is the truly extraordinary thing. The balance from the giving, the balance of your
giving to the celebration, totaled ....are you ready? ... $6500! Unbelievable but true! In your
giving you have enabled Presbyterians in Zimbabwe to move forward to pay servants of
Christ. You are giving new possibilities to a church that has struggled for decades. You offer a way for the church to reclaim its identity not simply to pay ministers but now to do
Christ's mission in the communities and nation of Zimbabwe. You have shown we truly are
connected through the Spirit of God in a ministry of hope. For your extraordinary giving, I
am thankful beyond words. And, more importantly, please know that the Presbytery of
Zimbabwe will thank you forever.
In Peace,
Tom Sheffield
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PCM members put their aprons on and enjoyed an
evening of cooking ( and eating) Thai food together. The
group of 16 created a 4 course dinner under the direction
of member Bill Leahy, chef and owner of Thistle Catering.
The Community and Membership committee is planning
another evening of cooking together on Saturday,
January 25. Watch for more details on church mail and
the What’s Up Table in January. Contact Cheryl Maginley
at cmaginley@att.net for more information.

Please come and join women from around our presbytery as we gather for our
annual Presbyterian Women of Newton Presbytery retreat. This year’s retreat
will continue our look at spiritual practices that can enhance or jump-start our
faith journeys.
We will be gathering on Saturday, March 21 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at the
Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Long Hill Road in Stirling, NJ. Our retreat leaders,
Amy Clarkson and Lorelei Oelschlager, will provide us with an opportunity to
enrich our Lenten experience. The Shrine is a beautiful location which serves
a fantastic lunch! It will be a day you don't want to miss. Please contact
Sherry Guthrie at sharon.guthrie28@gmail.com or 973-543-6523 for
more details,or registration can be made with Nancy Lack at
973-822-2776. The cost is $40.
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Sharing Prayers With Your Children
As you and your family get cozy on these long winter nights, please remember to take time to
share prayers with your children. We have been learning the Lord’s Prayer and each Sunday
we share prayer concerns at Sunday School. I have included some examples here…
Please pray for snow days, my goldfish, that I win my hockey game, that my birthday party goes
well, that my grandma and grandpa come visit me soon, that my aunt feels better, that my
brother stops bugging me when my friends are over, that the homeless find shelter and food,
that the animals stay safe in the cold weather, that I do well in school, that my cough goes away.
We pray for all of these concerns and end with the Lord’s prayer each Sunday. Spending time
in prayer with your children is a special way to connect and something they will always
remember.
Your children can join Midweek at any time. The more the merrier!

November Session Highlights
by Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session
wendersender23@gmail.com

The ordination and installation of new Elders and Deacons is set for January 12, 2020.
PRESBYTERY Meeting- Blairstown, November 12, 2019
Commissioned Elders: Craig Barth, Wendy Doidge, Jenny Tooley.
Meeting Highlights:
1. The Synod has hired a Regular Resource coordinator to assist NJ in the Missional
Structure Transition. Our presbytery is forming a Transitional Team; Elder Joe
Martinoni will be our representative to Synod.
2. The 2020 Presbytery budget was approved.
3. Our presbytery is working with 17 other synods around the issue of “sustainability.”
4. Per capita is voluntary for churches but mandatory for presbyteries. Presbytery leaders,
stated clerks and treasurers just finished a nation-wide meeting to work on this issue.
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Young Parent Christmas Party
with lots of fun and a touch of chaos!

Young Parents
Breakfast Group
The Young Parent Group will continue to meet on the first and third Sunday of each month,
once for a social meet-up and devotion and once with Jen Santori, PCM member and the
founder of Home Base. Jen will lead our discussion on the audiobook by Brene Brown
entitled The Gifts of Imperfect Parenting: Raising Children with Courage, Compassion, and
Connection.
All meetings are at 8:45 at the Parish House.
January 12
January 26
Contact Addie Psathas at adriennepsathas@gmail.com.
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2020 El Batey Partnership
The time is now! REGISTER TODAY for this life-changing experience.
Come be part of our fourth year building a partnership with the community of El Batey in the Dominican Republic. Our trip will include Bible school activities for children, a construction project,
conversation with community and church leaders, worship, and plenty of fun. All ages are welcome! We have a job for you!
Wednesday, May 27 – Thursday, June 4, 2020
Cost: $1180 plus airfare (approx. $500)
**Funding available through the Outreach Committee. Do not let the cost deter you from going!
**

Help us reach our goal of 10 participants by January 27, 2020!

Register online (www.pcmorristown.org, search “Dominican Republic”) or by emailing
Rev. Sarah Green (sgreen@pcmorristown.org).

Fellowship Hour Hosts Needed
The Community and Membership Committee is looking
for hosts for Fellowship Hour . We all enjoy the time to
be with each other, but in order to continue providing
snacks at Sunday coffee hour, it is necessary to expand
the list of hosts.
Groups can get involved as a way to provide fellowship
to honor an event or member. Even if you have never
done this before we will partner you with experienced
hosts and have detailed instructions. Having a few hosts
each week will make it more enjoyable for the hosts and
being a host is a great way to meet and greet others.
Please consider signing up.
Contact Cathie Eyre at cdeyre@aol.com
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Young Professionals Small
Group
Wednesdays at 7pm in the
Conference Room

Our new weekly breakfast small
group is for young professionals
looking to network and grow
their faith in Christ. Note that the
meeting date has moved from
Thursday to Wednesday.
Please RSVP to pcmorristown.org/register.

Green Faith Mission Statement: We strive to
nurture a holistic understanding of creation and our
need for a comprehensive congregational response
that will engage growth in our relationship to God,
creation and our neighbors.

What a gift to be able to leave something better than we found it.
Maybe it’s a conversation, a relationship, a work endeavor, a
community.
For any of the above, it takes sacrifices of our time, energy, and
sometimes our resources to do so.
And the same is true if we try to leave the “earth” better than we found
it. The beginning of a new year allows a fresh start to create a positive
change for the good. Consider the following:
- Bring your own shopping bags.
- Wear the same clothes you wore last year.
- Bring your own reusable water bottle.
- Switch off lights when you leave a room.
- Cook more at home: when possible, use seasonal, local, minimally processed and
organic foods.
- Walk, bike or take public transportation when possible.
- Air dry (at least some!) of your laundry.
- (Re)Discover the effectiveness of vinegar and baking soda as cleaning products.
- Cut your shower time by 1 minute.
- Select one item a week to give to charity.
(From SmallFootprintFamily.com and Biome.com.au)

Community Soup Kitchen
and Outreach Center
is now

nourish.nj.org

For 35 years PCM has helped feed neighbors in
need at the Community Soup Kitchen. The scale
and scope of their work has grown, and of course,
our partnership continues with nourish.NJ!
There is a kitchen training class in February.
Interested in volunteering with the PCM team or
getting kitchen trained? Contact Vicky Willson at
vickywillson@mac.com or Marnie Kaller at
marniekaller@gmail.com
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Presbyterian Church
Nursery School

At Thanksgiving classes
learned about caring
for others by donating
food to the
Interfaith
Food
Pantry.

As always, our classes thoroughly
enjoyed the Christmas season here at
PCNS – though it was a quick one with
a snowy first week after Thanksgiving.
Making gifts for our families, creating
wonderful holiday concerts and
celebrating with parties in our classrooms
made December a joyous and busy
time. We wish both our PCNS families
and the PCM community a very happy
and healthy 2020.

The Nursery School will reopen on
January 2, 2020. The winter months are
always jammed packed with activities
and is often the time when children make
great leaps in ability at school. After
school programs like Educational Garden,
sponsored by Grow It Green Morristown,
Wee Little Arts and the church Music
Program JAM will provide fun for many
of our children in the new year.
Reminder – our priority registration is set for January 10 for presently enrolled children,
legacies and church members. Please note, we will again be offering a 5% tuition discount
for church members. Open Registration will be held the following Friday January 17, 2020.
We will be offering a convenient online form again this year. Please see website for
registration instructions: www.pcnsmorristown.org.
For more information contact Director Jeanne Mueller, at jmueller@pcmorristown.org
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Recent Donations
To the
Commemorative Fund

The
Parish

Register

In Honor of
Ernst Bolton’s 90th Birthday
Bob and Marilynn Harris

Deaths
Lois LaVanture
Frederick Meyer

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Dr. David Smazik, Senior Pastor
dsmazik@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistants
Sarah Galo
sgalo@pcmorristown.org
Julie Hess
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org
Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
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January Dates to Remember

Thursday, January 2
Friday, January 3
Sunday, January 5
Tuesday, January 7
Wednesday, January 8
Thursday, January 9
Friday, January 10
Sunday, January 12
Tuesday, January 14
Wednesday, January 15
Thursday, January 16
Friday, January 17
Saturday, January 18
Sunday, January 19
Monday, January 20
Tuesday, January 21
Wednesday, January 22
Thursday, January 23
Friday, January 24
Saturday, January 25
Sunday, January 26
Monday, January 27
Tuesday, January 28
Wednesday, January 29
Thursday, January 30
Friday, January 31

Christian Yoga, JAM
AAA
Sunday Morning Seminar, Sunday School, Chancel Choir,
Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group
Tai Chi
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, Fellowship Luncheon, JAM
AAA
Sunday Morning Seminar, Sunday School, Chancel Choir,
Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group, Confirmation
Class
Tai Chi
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, JAM
AAA
Officer Planning Retreat
Sunday Morning Seminar, Sunday School, Chancel Choir,
Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group, Faith on Film
Office Closed (MLK Day)
Tai Chi
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, Circle 11, JAM
AAA, YSOP Retreat
YSOP Retreat, Cooking Class
Sunday Morning Seminar, Sunday School, Chancel Choir,
Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group
Circle 12
Tai Chi, Circle 2
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, JAM, Serving at Table of Hope
AAA

Check website
calendar for
most recent
scheduling
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The Presbyterian Church in Morristown
65 South Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960-4138
Periodical postage paid in
Chester, New Jersey.

65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Please let the church office know if your address or membership status has changed.

Fresh Traditional® Worship
Sunday Mornings

January 5
2nd Sunday of Christmas
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
with Communion

January 19
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

January 12
Baptism of the Lord
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

January 26
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

All are welcome!

pcmorristown.org

16
@pcmorristown

