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“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it; for God has founded it
on the seas, and established it on the rivers.”
Psalm 24: 1‐2
Protecting the earth is a sacred act, and environmental
stewardship is a moral responsibility. After a six year effort
to redesign and reduce our church’s impact on the earth,
PCM has been recognized as a leader with Green Faith
Certification.
See page 3 for more exciting details!

Here is a tiny sample of the
135 big and small changes
PCM instituted:











Move worship services
outdoors in the summer.
Reduce the church’s
paper use by at least
10%.
Develop a system to
recycle paper, plastic,
cans, and glass.
Recycle electronic
waste.
Produce electronic
newsletters instead of,
or in addition to, paper
copies.
Install a bicycle rack.
Replace incandescent
lighting with compact
fluorescent or LED
lighting.
Replace disposable
plates, cups, and
utensils with washable
dishes at church dinners
if at all possible.

The Pastor’s Corner

The Reverend Dr. David Smazik

The church’s vision statement, Community that Matters, provides a clear focus as we are
together in ministry and mission. However, as a faith community, the bonds that unite us are
not merely a cause or an opportunity to gather. The January celebration of the legacy of Martin
Luther King reminded us of the call he issued for a Beloved Community, a community that truly
matters: “Our goal is to create a beloved community and this will require a qualitative change in
our souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives.” The vision of a beloved community
speaks to change in the deepest regions of our being - and the manifestation of visible actions.
During the season of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26th, the focus will be on
community and how change in our souls can allow us to live in and grow a beloved community.
As we move towards Easter, we will spotlight facets of community by considering stories,
individuals’ stories that give texture to community life, including our own stories that provide
added dimension.
On Lenten Sundays, we will consider stories as varied as a Pharisee who thought he had it all
and a woman, outcast from her village, who thought it had all been taken from her. There will
be one story of a family lost in grief and another of the power of God’s love to restore what
appeared to have been lost forever. A daily devotional will be available that highlights stories of
acts of love which open communities to the stories of all of God’s children.
Join us on this Lenten journey and, as you do so, consider your own story. It is a story we need
within our community. Our lives are unfolding stories in which we can experience ‘qualitative
change in our souls’, and are part of the eternal story of God’s love and its inherent power to
defeat anything that comes against it.

Ash Wednesday Service Times
7:00 am
Noon
7:00 pm
Lenten Devotionals entitled “Becoming a Beloved Community”,
will be available at the Parish House. This outstanding collection
of daily meditations and prayers is sure to help
and inspire you on your Lenten journey.
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Green Faith Mission Statement: We strive to
nurture a holistic understanding of creation and our
need for a comprehensive congregational response
that will engage growth in our relationship to God,
creation and our neighbors.

The news is good for PCM!
Starting in December, 2013, a group of committed
individuals initiated a journey to set the church on a
course to become a Green Faith certified
congregation. In other words, to become proactive in
our awareness of how the church’s practices and
ministries, and we as individuals, impact the earth in both
positive and negative ways.
It required session approval, numerous committee meetings and
decisions, and many individuals’ time, energy and efforts to implement the
130+ steps of the process…at the same time the congregation had decided
to restore and renovate two historic buildings!
There were steps taken in the areas of worship, education, communication,
and outreach/environmental justice. The largest number of requirements
were taken on by the Buildings and Grounds committee in the areas of
energy/water use, waste management, toxins, and grounds maintenance.

WE DID IT!
The church was notified in January that all requirements have been met and
we are officially certified as a Green Faith congregation.
Now the journey really begins as we persist to strengthen our commitment
to acknowledge that the earth is the Lord's and everything in it. (Psalm 24:1)
May we remain steadfast, as its caretakers, in our divinely-appointed
privilege and responsibility to gently tread upon it.

The Session of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown calls
the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, February 9 at 11:00am,
immediately following the 10:00am service of worship.
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I recently stumbled upon the words of Lindy Thompson, a new friend on
Facebook. Lindy strings together words with beauty and grace that bring about
contemplation, awareness, challenge, and peace. Lindy often collaborates with my friend and
colleague Mark Miller, and you will hear their collaborations sung by our choirs.
There are many reasons that people come to church each week- some love music and some
would rather we have a quiet service with very little music. Some come for the sermons, some
come for the fellowship hour snacks prepared by many of our glorious older adult saints, and
some come to know that they are not alone in this journey. I share these words, hoping that they
might either resonate with you or give you a new perspective. Whether we sing, preach, pray,
listen, usher, greet, play an instrument, serve communion, or stock the pews with cards, may we
do all of these things with the faith and hope that we are better when we are together.
Grace and Peace,
Matt

I Go to Sing

by Lindy Thompson
I might be exhausted and the children might be cranky,
but I will be going to church on Sunday.
Don’t know who is preaching, doesn’t matter.
The sermon may be helpful or not, holds my attention or doesn’t—
it’s the singing.
I go to sing.
I get up,
get clean,
get dressed,
possibly get mad (at not ready kids, at empty coffee pot, at traffic).
Get going,
get there,
get seated,
get comfortable,
get focused
and when the music starts,
get saved.
It’s the singing.
I go to sing.
It’s the willingness to stand if you are able,
the common agreement on page number,
the voluntary sharing of songbooks with people on your row,
even ones you rode there withbut most of all,
It’s the collective in breath before the first sound is made,
the collective drawing upon the grace of God,
the collective, if inadvertent, admission
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that we are all human,
all fragile,
all in need of the sustaining air, freely dispensed,
all in need of each other to get the key right and not sound discordant—
it’s the hidden life celebration
in the act of making a joyful noise,
all together.
We don’t even have to sound that good.
Singing together still brings home
the we-ness of worship,
the not-alone-ness of life in God,
the best of all we have to offer each other.
When we are singing, I think that I might actually be able to forgive you
for being so terribly human,
and that you might be able to forgive me
for being so terribly not there yet,
and we might be able to find peace now,
not postpone it for some heavenly hereafter
but live and breathe it today,
drawing in the grace of God,
voicing out our need and hope and gratitude and longing.
When we are singing, I can feel the better world coming,
and if I get to be a part of it, you do too.
so sing with me,
and we’ll make our way down that blessed road together,
collectively better
than we ever thought
possible.

Chili Cook-Off
Mission Trip
Fundraiser
Parish House
Friday, February 7
6:00 pm
$5/person or $20/family
Questions? Contact Ken Clark at
krclark11@aol.com

One of the HOTTEST events
of the year! Whether You
Want to Cook and Compete
… or Just Want to Eat.
You’re Bound to have a
Whole Lotta FUN!
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Parish House
Sunday Morning Seminar is a series of adult study classes that gather from 8:30-9:45 am.
These seminars meet in the Parish House Erdman Room during Sunday School.
February 2, 9, 16 – Emergence, Tom Sheffield
According to Phyllis Tickle in The Great Emergence, the church is in
the midst of a great moment of monumental change. Not unlike the
Reformation, this time is one that will alter the course of the church for
all time. This course will explore a variety of ways this new church is
emerging in our denomination, in congregational life and as new leaders
are called and prepared for ministry.
Leading this course will be the Rev. Dr. Thomas Sheffield, Pastor
Emeritus of the Morristown Church. Tom served at the church from
1973 to 2001 as assistant and associate pastor and then as pastor. In
2001 he was called to be the Presbytery Pastor of the Presbytery of Denver. His ministry there
included visioning, planning and administering for the presbytery, pastoral care for ministers and
leaders, leadership of the Presbytery Council, consultation with congregations, and support for
diversity ministries, mission partnerships, new church development and the formation of new
worshiping communities, and the Partnership of Zimbabwe and Denver Presbyteries
Committee. He retired from his position in 2017 and lives with his wife, Kathy, in Toms River,
NJ. Over the years he has served on several committees and task forces of the General
Assembly and he currently serves as convener of the Presbyterian Church's Zambia Zimbabwe
Mozambique USA Mission Network. He and Kathy have three wonderful grown daughters,
three great sons-in-law and five (nearly) perfect grandchildren.
February 2. "Emergence of a New Church" Tom will offer insights on the new developments
of life and ministry in the Presbyterian Church. Among them are new worshiping communities,
a new global picture for the church, increasing diversity, and new possibilities for presbyteries.
February 9 " Emergence at the General Assembly" This June the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church will meet in Baltimore, MD. With the support of staff from the General
Assembly we will hear about and discuss the emerging issues for our whole denomination. Also
leading will be Ruling Elders Sherry Guthrie and Linda Gaden, members of the church and
former commissioners to the General Assembly.

February 16 " Emergence of New Leaders" Dr. Anne Stewart, Vice-President for External
Affairs of Princeton Theological Seminary, will present some of the current dynamics and new
possibilities of theological education as leaders for the emerging church are prepared for a
challenging future ministry.
Dr. Stewart received her M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary and the PhD in Old
Testament from Emory University. She has taught at Agnes Scott College and Candler School
of Theology. She is a minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA). She is the author of Poetic
Ethics in Proverbs which won the 2019 Manfred Lautenschlaeger Award for Theological
Promise.
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Faith on Film
Join us for the long-running program Faith on Film
where we gather to watch and discuss thought
provoking films. Vern Verhoef will lead a post-film
discussion over pizza and salad. The action begins
at 4:00 pm in the Erdman Room of the Parish
House.

The Bookshop—February 16
Community Soup Kitchen
and Outreach Center
is now

nourish.nj.org

For 35 years PCM has helped feed neighbors in
need at the Community Soup Kitchen. The scale
and scope of their work has grown, and of course,
our partnership continues with nourish.NJ!
There is a kitchen training class in February.
Interested in volunteering with the PCM team or
getting kitchen trained? Contact Vicky Willson at
vickywillson@mac.com or Marnie Kaller at
marniekaller@gmail.com

Young Professionals Small Group
Tuesdays at 7pm at the Howard House

Our weekly small group is for young professionals looking
to network and grow their faith in Christ. Note that the
meeting date has moved from Wednesday mornings to
Tuesday evenings.
Please RSVP to pcmorristown.org/register.

December Session Highlights
by Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session
1. Session approved the 2020 budget.
2. Thank you to our outgoing elders: Chris Cotnoir, Caroline Godfrey, Greg Hummer, Jim
Kutch, Mickey McDonnell and Beverly Tignor.
3. Welcome incoming elders: Christy Allison, Walt Fleischer, Dianne Grenz, Kevin Hubbard,
Lori Szoke and Donna Tomlinson.
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Introducing the PCM Safety Ministry Team
In this day and age with the increased focus on security, the church has taken
the step to create a Safety Ministry team to monitor and enhance the overall
safety and security of our congregation, Nursery School, and facilities.
The team was established in 2018 by the Buildings and Grounds Committee
to include members representing related professions, key church committees and groups, and
the Nursery School.
Current members are Chris Crean, MD, Bob Davies (Worship & Music), Kevin Hubbard
(Management & Admin), Dick Kaller (Buildings & Grounds), Dan Keoppel (Church Operations),
Jim Kutsch (‘at large’ congregation representative), Jeanne Mueller (Nursery School), Addie
Psathas (Young Adults Group), and Nan Verhoef (Deacons).
Our work over the past year has focused on implementing child safety enhancements,
developing and implementing Emergency Operations Procedures, implementing security
technology, training the Head Usher team, and increasing best practice awareness among the
church leadership. We have been working closely with Dan Keoppel, Alexandra Mead, and
other members of the church staff.
Specific details may be found in the Buildings and Grounds section of the PCM Annual Report.
Last year we applied for and received a state grant to increase video surveillance capabilities on
our two campuses, improve security on our Nursery School classrooms, and install emergency
communications capabilities at the Parish House.
In future issues of Tower Tidings, we will provide updates on safety-related topics and specific
projects.
We welcome new members to the team and invite you to consider whether you would be willing
to serve the church in this way. Please contact Bob Davies at RPD0123@aol.com or any team
member for more information.

FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON
The monthly luncheon will be held on
Thursdays for the upcoming months.
Please plan to join us for food and
fellowship in Erdman Hall at 12:00pm
February 13 and March 12. Come and
bring a friend!
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Presbyterian Church
Nursery School

We are excited to begin the month of
February and learn all about love and
hearts as we all celebrate Valentine’s Day!
It brings some warmth into the cold season
of winter. The children love making
Valentines for their families and their friends
here at PCNS. February is also a time to
learn about kindness and making friends –
our school is proud of our ability to assist
children in the development of social skills
and empathy. One of our 4 year old
classes recites a daily affirmation…I am
kind… I am loved…I am strong. What a
great way to start the day.

I am kind.
I am loved.
I am
strong.

Our school recently held its annual Priority and Open Registrations. We do still have
some openings for the 2020/21 school year. We welcome tours to check out our
school Tuesday – Friday mornings. We have a convenient online form to register the
children. Please check out our website: pcnsmorristown.org or contact Jeanne
Mueller at 973-540-1114 or email her at jmueller@pcmorristown.org for more information.

The Christian Education committee recently hosted a fun event for kids K5th grade at the Parish House. We danced, moved and played with Miss
Carol followed by a pizza party. We would love to host more events like
this, if you have any suggestions for a gathering, please contact Alexandra Mead at
amead@pcmorristown.org.
We continue to grow in God’s love at Sunday School. Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro (Mr. AP) leads
us in hymns followed by lessons provided by our dedicated teachers. Children ages 2yrs-7th
grade are encouraged to join us each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:40am at the Parish House.
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Please come and join women from around our
presbytery as we gather for our annual
Presbyterian Women of Newton Presbytery
retreat. This year’s retreat will continue our
look at spiritual practices that can enhance or
jump-start our faith journeys.
We will be gathering on Saturday, March 21 from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm at the Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Long Hill Road in
Stirling, NJ. Our retreat leaders, Amy Clarkson and Lorelei
Oelschlager, will provide us with an opportunity to enrich our
Lenten experience. The Shrine is a beautiful location which
serves a fantastic lunch! It will be a day you don't want to
miss. Please contact Sherry Guthrie at 973-543-6523 or
sharon.guthrie28@gmail.com for more details, or registration
can be made with Nancy Lack at 973-822-2776.
The cost is $40.

The
Parish
Register
New Members
Joyce Hayward
Norman Hayward
Henry Passarotti
Donna Passarotti
Douglas Penn Shelley
Kim De Souza
Monika Albertine Stebbins
Scott Campbell Stebbins
Luke Andrew Stebbins
Deaths
Former member
Carol Wheeler

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Dr. David Smazik, Senior Pastor
dsmazik@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancylynne Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistants
Sarah Galo
sgalo@pcmorristown.org
Julie Hess
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sexton
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org
Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
10

February Dates to Remember

Tuesday, February 4
Wednesday, February 5
Thursday, February 6
Friday, February 7
Saturday, February 8
Sunday, February 9

Monday, February 10
Tuesday, February 11
Wednesday, February 12
Thursday, February 13
Friday, February 14
Sunday, February 16
Monday, February 17
Tuesday, February 18
Wednesday, February 19
Thursday, February 20
Friday, February 21
Sunday, February 23
Monday, February 24
Tuesday, February 25
Wednesday, February 26
Thursday, February 27
Friday, February 28
Saturday, February 29

Saturday, February 1 Cooking Class
Sunday, February 2 Recorder Consort, ROGs
Rehearsal, HS Youth Group
Monday, February 3 Women’s Bible Study,
Monday Committee Meetings
Women’s Bible Study, Tai Chi, Serving at Table of Hope, Young
Professionals Bible Study
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, JAM, Thursday Committee Meetings
AAA, Chili Cook Off
CME Concert
Adult Education Seminar, Sunday School, Young Families Small
Group, Annual Congregational Meeting, Recorder Consort,
ROGs
Rehearsal, HS Youth Group, Confirmation Class
Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study, Tai Chi, Young Professionals Small Group
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, Fellowship Luncheon, JAM, Diversity Day
Committee
AAA
Adult Education Seminar, Sunday School, Chancel Choir,
Recorder Consort, ROGs Rehearsal, HS Youth Group, Faith on
Film
Office Closed
Women’s Bible Study, Tai Chi, Young Professionals Small Group
MS Youth Group, Midweek, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel
Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, JAM, Session
AAA, Tower Tidings Volunteers
Adult Education Seminar, Sunday School, Young Families Small
Group, Chancel Choir, Recorder Consort, ROGs Rehearsal, HS
Youth Group, Confirmation Class
Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study, Tai Chi, Circle 2, Young Professionals
Small Group
Ash Wednesday Services, Circle 12, MS Youth Group, Midweek,
All Church Dinner
Christian Yoga, Circle 11, JAM, Serving at Table of Hope
AAA
Harmonium Choral Concert
Check website
calendar for
most recent
scheduling
information.
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The Presbyterian Church in Morristown
65 South Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960-4138
Periodical postage paid in
Chester, New Jersey.

65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Please let the church office know if your address or membership status has changed.

Fresh Traditional® Worship
Sunday Mornings

February 2
4th Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
with Communion
February 9
5th Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
Annual Meeting

February 16
6th Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
February 23
Transfiguration of the Lord
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

All are welcome!
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