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Lent 2020
Becoming a Beloved Community

CONNECTING

EQUIPPING

TRANSFORMING

Sundays in Lent – Community Stories:
March 1 – The Temptation of Jesus
March 9 – Nicodemus
March 15 – Woman of Samaria
March 22 – Man Born Blind
March 29 – Lazarus

Our Lenten Daily Devotional,
Becoming a Beloved Community,
will be available in the Sanctuary and Parish House.

The Reverend Sarah Green

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
Becoming a Matthew 25 Community
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
– Matthew 25:40
Our Session recently established a new set of vision priorities to guide our ministry
as a congregation. The first priority states “We seek meaningful connections within
the Morristown area and beyond through visible service opportunities for all ages
and being vocal around issues that matter.” At the same time, the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) has launched the Matthew 25 initiative, which calls for churches
and mid-councils to be actively engaged in their communities by working toward
building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and eradicating
systemic poverty.
“To be a Matthew 25 church simply means that you are committed to pouring love,
energy and action into one or more of these three focuses. These urgent tasks are
a direct response to the good news of Jesus and a faithful expression of what it
means to be Christ’s disciples in this time and place . . . The Matthew 25 vision
grew out of the work of the 222nd General Assembly (2016) and the 223rd General
Assembly (2018) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). . .It reflects our belief that
we are “saved to serve” — delivered from sin and death in order to show the love,
justice and mercy of Jesus in our words and deeds.” (Intro to Matthew 25 Bible
Study)
We believe that becoming a Matthew 25 church will help us live into our own vision
of “Community That Matters” and our priority of building meaningful connections,
serving, and being vocal around issues that matter here in Morristown. These two
visions working together will help us build new energy and
commitment by unifying and clarifying our focus as followers
of Jesus Christ called to share love and do justice among
those who are marginalized. We’ll have the opportunity to dig
deeper with work we’re already doing—like Undoing Racism
and hunger ministry with Nourish.NJ and Table of Hope—and
stretch ourselves in new directions as we confront the policies
and structures that perpetuate injustices like racism and poverty. Matthew 25 will connect us with
other Presbyterians across the nation and it gives us a way to
celebrate the witness and work that unites us as people of
God in the PC(USA).
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Our annual
Chili Cook off
was a big
success –
great turnout,
with lots of youthand families
participating, and really good
chili! Best of all, funds were
raised to support PCM youth
mission trips. Thank you!

Chili Cook off winners!
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Green Faith Mission Statement: We strive to
nurture a holistic understanding of creation and our
need for a comprehensive congregational response
that will engage growth in our relationship to God,
creation and our neighbors.

Lenten thoughts from Rev. Dr. Patricia K. Tull,
previous presenter in PCM’s Adult Sunday Morning Seminar,
written for the 2020 Presbyterians for Earth Care Lenten Devotional:
Our family recently moved from the Louisville area to
Henryville, Indiana, population 1905 humans, but teeming with wildlife… Living in such abundance, I find myself
talking to creatures and even to trees, mostly expressing
gratitude. I don’t expect them to respond, of course. So I
am awed when one seems to accept my existence, when
a hummingbird flies up to look me in the eye, or a nuthatch continues to feed nearby.
If we think we live in a different world from other creatures, we’ve been conditioned
to do so by centuries of human solipsism, trained to see nature as existing far
away, irrelevant. But such distance is an illusion we’re waking from now, as we find
creation reacting with violent force to our disrespect for its laws and norms.
Human distance from nature is an illusion Scripture’s writers do not share. Scripture
prompts gratitude for the abundance God offers through creation. Our first lesson in
that abundance comes on the Bible’s first page: “See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its
fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food” (Gen. 1:29-30). In short,
there is enough for all. For all people across the world, and for all creatures who
inhabit the world with us. Tragically, primarily because we who are rich take more
than we need, this abundance is unequally distributed, so that it seems like fearsome scarcity.
Simplicity is key both to Lent and to environmental sustainability. Lenten tradition
suggests a fast from some dimension of the overabundance endlessly surrounding
the wealthy: from food, or from a destructive habit, recognizing our dependence on
God for all we have and are. An ecological fast during Lent might involve dining
closer to the ground—eating vegan or meatless, or reducing food waste. It might
involve consumer goods—fasting from online shopping, or reducing single-use plastic. Or fasting from cars or planes, walking or staying put instead. Or from screen
time, looking up to observe the vibrant world around us. Or from contributing to
injustice, as Isaiah 58 suggests. Whatever your Lenten practice is this year, in 2020
[may we] become channels of God’s peace for the earth and its inhabitants.
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All Church Dinner is back!
6-6:30pm
Sheffield Hall
$5/person
RSVP to Betty Darcy at
bettydarcy55@gmail.com
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Parish House
Sunday Morning Seminar is a series of adult study classes that gather from 8:309:30am. These seminars meet in the P arish House Erdman Room during
Sunday School.
March 1, 8, 15 – The Passion and Resurrection
of Jesus,
Stephen Moore, Drew Theological School

Professor Stephen Moore will lead us through a
comparative study of the passages related to Easter
in the gospels of Matthew and Mark. This careful
look will reveal some surprising differences and often
misunderstood messages.
A native of Ireland, Stephen Moore received his
Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from the
University of Dublin (Trinity College), and has taught
at Yale Divinity School, Wichita State University, and
the University of Sheffield before coming to Drew Theological School in 1999. He is
the author or editor of more than fifteen books, and has published more than sixty
academic articles and essays. He has been a frequent leader of Bible study for our
Sunday Morning Seminar.
March 29 and April 26 - Archaeology and Acts: Glimpses of Paul’s World,
Jean Sorabella
An exploration of the archaeological indications of the early Christians' world.
Jean Sorabella is an independent art historian and writer. She earned her doctorate
from Columbia University, and is a freelance lecturer at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. She has previously led fascinating seminars at the Presbyterian Church on
Martin Luther and the Nativity leveraging the amazing collection at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. She is also the mother of three PCM Nursery School graduates who
now participate eagerly in the church's Midweek program.

Faith on Film
Join us for the long-running program Faith on Film where we
gather to watch and discuss thought provoking films. Vern
Verhoef will lead a post-film discussion over pizza and salad.
The action begins at 4:00 pm in the Erdman Room of the Parish
House.
The Other Story — March 15
Two rebellious young women, one of faith, the other of
sensuality, team up to discover the truth behind, “The Other
Story.” Not Rated
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Young Professionals Small Group
Tuesdays at 7pm at the Howard House

Our weekly small group is for young professionals
looking to network and grow their faith in Christ. Note that
the meeting date has moved from Wednesday mornings to
Tuesday evenings.
Please RSVP to pcmorristown.org/register.

Session Highlights
January 2020





Staff members, Session Elders, and Deacons met for a joint planning meeting.
Patrick Allred led a presentation that focused on our youth and young peopleGrowing Young, a continuation of Sticky Faith.
The group also viewed our video that explains our Sexual Misconduct, Youth &
Child Protection Policy, followed by further instruction from Rev. Dr. Smazik, after which, each person signed the policy, acknowledging their understanding
and agreement.
Session approved the Annual Statistical Report that is then submitted to the
Presbytery.

Presbytery Meeting- Sparta Presbyterian Church, January 11, 2020.






The Body voted to concur with the two overtures that were presented, regarding
a Korean Peace Treaty and Fossil Fuel Divestment.
ALL of the New Jersey presbyteries have now voted in favor of the new
missional structure of the northern NJ presbyteries. The Synod of the NE has a
working group that is examining the technical, financial and boundary aspects of
the consolidation. The process focuses on redefining boundaries rather than
merging.
Elise Bates Russell from Camp Johnsonburg spoke to the group about new ways
that the camp is being used and by whom. In the near future, Living Water for
the World will use the camp for training.

Thank you for your love and support through this difficult past month. Your
phone calls, prayers, visits and cards provided comfort and strength. I am
thankful for the many friends who contributed to the beautiful reception
following Bob’s Memorial Service. Truly, I am blessed to be supported and loved
by a caring church family.
Marilynn Harris
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March is
focused on
missions for
our youth
ministries. Our middle
schoolers will help
organize a service
project utilizing the
Souper Bowl of Caring
special offering that our
church collected on
February 2.
March 8 will be a special
Sunday for our church as
we host other youth ministries around Newton
Presbytery for the second
“Newton Presbytery
Youth Gathering” event,
which seeks to provide
students the opportunity
to build relationships with
other students from our
surrounding churches.
The students from our
presbytery will be making
breakfast bags for nourish.NJ.

FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON
The monthly luncheon
will be held on Thursdays
for the upcoming
months. Please plan to
join us for food and fellowship in Erdman Hall
at 12:00pm March 12. Come and bring a friend!
pcmorristown.org/register
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Thank you all again for
your donations to our Annual Chili Cook-Off fundraiser on February 7. I
can’t wait to see how God
works through our youth
and the service events
that we have planned!"

Presbyterian Church
Nursery School
The Nursery school expects silly
leprechauns to cause some mischief
in our classrooms as we celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day this month. Are we headed
for Spring already? We hope so! We
also have parent/teacher conferences in
March when parents can expect a
written report on their child’s progress
and development in preschool.
Enrichment opportunities abound here
at PCNS. We have art classes with Wee
Little Arts for 3’s and 4’s; Garden Club
with Grow It Green for 4 year olds, JAM,
a church music program for 4 year olds
and Yoga with Little Hearts Yoga for 3’s
and 4’s. The children have enjoyed
experiencing all of our enrichment
classes. We are excited to plant some
vegetables and flowers this spring in our
container garden started by Grow It
Green. Take a moment to view our
lovely art in the hallway and peek at the
raised garden bed outside on the side of
the Parish House.
Please save the date for the third annual
PCNS Art Show 2020 on May 28 from
6:00-7:30pm. Our feature this year is
the rainbow – all ages will create a
rainbow with a variety of artistic
techniques. Come see the lovely art, enjoy some food and have a fun family night including dancing with Miss Carol.
Please check out our website: pcnsmorristown.org or contact Jeanne Mueller at 973-540-1114 or email her at
jmueller@pcmorristown.org for more information.
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Please come and join women from around
our presbytery as we gather for our annual
Presbyterian Women of Newton Presbytery
retreat. This year’s retreat will continue our
look at spiritual practices that can enhance or
jump-start our faith journeys.

The
Parish

We will be gathering on Saturday, March 21 from 9:00 am
to 4:00 pm at the Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Long Hill Road
in Stirling, NJ. Our retreat leaders, Amy Clarkson and Lorelei Oelschlager, will provide us with an opportunity to enrich
our Lenten experience. The Shrine is a beautiful location
which serves a fantastic lunch! It will be a day you don't
want to miss. Please contact Sherry Guthrie at 973-5436523 or
sharon.guthrie28@gmail.com for
more details, or registration can be made with Nancy Lack
at 973-822-2776.
The cost is $40.

Register
Deaths
Bob Harris

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Dr. David Smazik, Senior Pastor
dsmazik@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistants
Sarah Galo
sgalo@pcmorristown.org
Julie Hess
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org
Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
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March Dates to Remember

Tuesday, March 3
Wednesday, March 4
Thursday, March 5
Friday, March 6
Sunday, March 8
Monday, March 9
Tuesday, March 10
Wednesday, March 11
Thursday, March 12
Friday, March 13
Saturday, March 14
Sunday, March 15
Monday, March 16
Tuesday, March 17
Wednesday, March 18
Thursday, March 19
Friday, March 20
Sunday, March 22
Monday, March 23
Tuesday, March 24
Wednesday, March 25
Thursday, March 26
Friday, March 27
Sunday, March 29
Monday, March 30
Tuesday, March 31

Sunday, March 1
Chancel Choir, Inquirers’ Class,
Recorder Consort, ROGs, High School Youth Group,
Harmonium Chorale Concert
Monday, March 2
Lenten Study
Tai Chi, Young Professionals Small Group
MS Youth Group, Midweek, All Church Dinner, Tower
Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, Lenten Study
AAA
Young Families Small Group, Chancel Choir, Recorder
Consort, ROGs, Newton Presbytery Youth Gathering,
Confirmation Class
Lenten Study
Tai Chi, Young Professionals
MS Youth Group, Midweek, All Church Dinner, Tower
Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, Lenten Study, Fellowship Luncheon, JAM
AAA
PCM Spring Kids Get Together
Chancel Choir, Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group,
Faith on Film
Circle 12, Lenten Study
Tai Chi, Young Professionals Small Group
Caregiver Group, MS Youth Group, Midweek, All Church
Dinner, Tower Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel Ringers, Chancel
Choir
Christian Yoga, Lenten Study, JAM, Session
AAA, Tower Tidings Volunteers, Johnsonburg Youth
Retreat (thru Sunday)
Chancel Choir, Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group,
Confirmation Class
Lenten Study
Tai Chi, Circle 2, Young Professionals Small Group
MS Youth Group, Midweek, All Church Dinner, Tower
Ringers, Cantabo, Chancel Ringers, Chancel Choir
Christian Yoga, Lenten Study, Circle 11, JAM, Serving at
Table of Hope
AAA
Chancel Choir, Recorder Consort, ROGs, HS Youth Group
Lenten Study
Tai Chi, Young Professionals Small Group

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Whippany River Watershed Action Committee has scheduled a clean
-up of the Whippany River on Saturday, March 21 from 8:30 am to noon.
Anyone interested in volunteering should come to the Bethel AME
Church located on Spring Street in Morristown.
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The Presbyterian Church in Morristown
65 South Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960-4138
Periodical postage paid in
Chester, New Jersey.

65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Please let the church office know if your address or membership status has changed.

Fresh Traditional® Worship
Sunday Mornings

March 1
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
with Communion
March 8
Daylight saving time begins
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

March 22
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
March 29
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

March 15
8:00 am Chapel Communion Service
8:30 am Sunday Morning Seminar
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
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@pcmorristown

All are welcome!
pcmorristown.org

