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FAITH OVER FEAR
Connect with us Online.
Online Groups
Daily Reading
Worship Services
Additional Online Resources

Services will be available on-line on the dates listed below.
Palm Sunday – April 5
It Takes a Village
Children near and far
CONNECTING

EQUIPPING

TRANSFORMING

Maundy Thursday – April 9

Stories from the Beloved Community

Good Friday – April 10
Meditations on the cross – music and scripture

Easter Sunday – April 12
Resurrection Power
A new day
pcmorristown.org

The Pastor’s Corner

The Reverend Dr. David J. Smazik

Easter 2020
We have been listening to stories during Lent of individuals, some of whom had
been discriminated against in society, but all of whom had been embraced by Jesus
and had their stories forever changed as they were welcomed into the Beloved
Community. Through their experiences, we have been challenged to let our own
stories bring us into the Beloved Community. Through their eyes, we have had
glimpses of what this community can be.
We are in the midst of a collective defining moment in history. But is there a
defining moment in your individual story? Has there been an encounter, an
experience, an inspiration, that changed the course of your life? Has something,
someone, moved you in a direction from which you have barely looked back?
As people of faith we understand that we are part of God’s unfolding story for all
creation. Within this grand story there are many plot twists, characters, and
locations. But there is a defining moment in God’s story, on which the past,
present, and future pivot.
The resurrection of Jesus ends one story line, falls in the middle of another, and
continues into eternity. The predominance of power and prestige can no longer
win. The search for meaning and purpose discovers its design. And the empty
tomb issues in the eternal hope that nothing can stand against God’s love as it is
extended to all individuals. It is the story of which we are invited to make our own.
It is the story that can unfold throughout our lives. It is the story that releases us
to become a part of and welcome all into the Beloved Community.
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FAITH OVER FEAR

Pathways to Christ’s Healing through One-on-One Caring Relationships
by Stephen Ministry Leader Ginger Kutsch

All of us in PCM’s Stephen Ministry program hope and pray that you, your loved
ones, and the people you care for are keeping healthy and safe.
The COVID-19 crisis has impacted everyone—raising the level of stress and anxiety
for many. These times may be especially troubling if you were already facing other
challenges in your life. If you are 18 years or older and feel you could benefit from a
caring friend who will ‘walk along with you’ to actively listen and share in your
concerns, please reach out to Stephen Leaders Lois Honigfeld at 973-454-1611 or
Jim Wood at 973-615-4202. You can also learn more about our program at
pcmorristown.org/stephen-ministry.
(Please note that Stephen Ministers usually meet with their care receivers in person
once a week, but in order to best safeguard the health and safety of everyone,
"visits" are temporarily being held over the phone or internet.)
In this challenging time, please remember that we can rely on the promises of God
who cares for us and holds us closely through whatever life difficulties we face. I
hope you receive comfort in God’s words from Isaiah 41:10,
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.”

FAITH OVER FEAR
I was asked to share my reflections of life during this challenging time, and I
realized that I have had the fortune of seeing Christ working in my life as a mom,
an Elder, and a nurse at Morristown Medical Center. As a mom, I have seen my
children adapt to their new situations, and I am thankful. As an Elder, I have felt
the love of Christ in the support from staff, fellow Elders and Deacons, and my
entire church family as we pick up the phone and call our friends. As a nurse, I talk
to anxious parents about whether they should bring their baby/child in at this time,
grateful that there is someone on the other end of the phone line and I am
humbled. I watch my colleagues who are working so hard to make the right
decisions, and I see their dedication to our community, wanting
desperately to be ready for what may come. Ordinary people doing
extraordinary work, every day.
So many blessings if we just take a moment to notice.
Sue Wood, BSN, RN-BC
PCM Elder
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FAITH OVER FEAR

Rich Schwartz
PCM Deacon, Teacher
Fear had near total control of me. We’d hiked perhaps a quarter of the way up
Mount Mansfield, Vermont’s highest peak, and a dread had begun to fill me. It had
risen from my hiking boots to my tightening chest: short, scared breaths.
We had come all this way to hike this great mountain. My younger brother was
ranging along, no sign of slowing. I didn’t want to ask for a rest. I didn’t want to
surrender to the mountain and retreat back to my car. I didn’t want to foul up the
whole trip. I feared that I was nearing a meltdown. I feared disgracing myself.
Through the trees, I could glimpse the summit. I tried not to look twice.
At some point, I asked God silently and in words I can no longer recall, to help and
guide me. What happened next I can’t clearly narrate to you. But somehow something, someone became present for me. It became apparent to me that I wasn’t in
this alone. God, or Jesus, or the Holy Spirit--probably all three--were present with
me. And somehow they reminded me that they’d equipped me for moments like
these. They’d endowed me with courage, endurance, persistence, wisdom,
determination… maybe not as much as most people have, but enough to get me up
Mount Mansfield. I kept moving.

If you are ever on Mansfield’s summit on a clear August day, you’ll be glad you
brought a sweatshirt in your rucksack. A little extra layer of warmth will bring to
your face a smile as you gaze to the east across the Green Mountains to New
Hampshire’s peaks, and west
to Lake Champlain stretching
out before you in the distance.
The rich blue of the sky and
the puffy clouds and the sun’s
warmth join with the mountaintop gusts. And as you swig
your water and munch on your
energy bar and think about
where you are and how you got
there, you may realize that
fear is part of being human,
but that faith in God, in Jesus,
in the Holy Spirit, is stronger
than fear, and when the two
collide, it’s not even close
which wins.
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FIGHTING CORONA VIRUS TOGETHER
ATTENTION HOME SEWERS
Due to the severe shortage of N-95 and surgical
masks, the CDC has allowed certain Health Care
Providers (HCP) the ability to use homemade
fabric face masks in accordance with their
guidelines.
HCP use of homemade masks: “In settings
where facemasks are not available, HCP might use homemade masks (e.g.,
bandana, scarf) for care of patients with COVID-19 as a last resort. However,
homemade masks are not considered PPE (Personal Protective Equipment), since
their capability to protect HCP is unknown. Caution should be exercised when
considering this option. Homemade masks should ideally be used in combination
with a face shield that covers the entire front (that extends to the chin or below)
and sides of the face”
Atlantic Health System has put out a call to home sewers to make the much-needed
masks. Per AHS website, these masks will be used for those in health care spaces
who are not directly at risk for Coronavirus (COVID-19) exposure but still may want
additional protection. This will allow the professional protective gear to be used
exclusively for health care professionals who are at higher risk of exposure.
If you'd like to help, we would ask you to sew masks with the following
specifications and have provided written and video instructions at the link below.
It is so easy to make. Donate any needed medical supplies in the blue donation bins
located 24/7 directly outside the main entrances of Morristown hospital. Donations
will be accepted at 200 American Way, Morris Plains, Monday – Friday, 8:30 am –
5:00 pm. and 435 South Street, Morristown from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
For information and video instructions go to Atlantic Health.org fighting coronavirus
together how you can help. https://www.atlantichealth.org/patients-visitors/donate
-volunteer/donate-supplies-covid-19/make-facemask-help-covid-19.html#writteninstructions

Nancy Behrendt
PCM Deacon, RN
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FAITH OVER FEAR
Two Months Too Short
Julia Darcy
I was blessed to serve with the Foundation for
Peace as an in-country volunteer for two months,
starting in January 2020. It was during three
mission trips in the Dominican Republic that I
discovered the beauty of this place and felt called
by God to serve in a more substantial way.
Through generous donations from friends, family,
and church members, I raised more than enough
money to make my internship possible.
Living and serving in the DR was a transformative,
beautiful, and faithful journey. Throughout my time
in the DR, I learned how much I put my faith and
trust in God. One of the most memorable moments
occurred after a group of nursing students conducted clinics in a church in a Haitian and Dominican
community. The students, nurse practitioners,
Dominican doctors, and translators worked tirelessly to provide medical care and consultation to 40+
families. I worked in the pharmacy, pulling medications and hygiene kits for the students conducting
consultation rooms.

PCM member Julia Darcy
and a DR friend

After a long day of work, the pastor of the church asked if the mission team would
stay to worship with him and some members of his community. The team graciously accepted and I knew that we were about to witness something beautiful, but no
one could have prepared me for just how beautiful it would be. The pastor expressed his gratitude to the mission workers and prayed that each one of them
would continue to bless people’s lives. A group of young members of the church
sang lively songs and played the keyboard as we all clapped along and danced.
The pastor asked if anyone from the group would like to share a few words about
their experience. At first, there was a moment of hesitation and it seemed as
though the students were too nervous to speak in front of the community. But then,
one young woman walked to the altar and began to speak about the love that she
had felt throughout the day and the beaming smiles of the children. After she
spoke, so many more mission workers came forward and shared their gratitude to
the community for welcoming them with open arms. More words of thanks and
prayer were spoken by the community and then the service was over. I give thanks
to God that I was a part of something so impactful.
Thank you to every person that made my volunteer internship with FFP possible.
Your donations, support, and prayers provided so many wonderful people with resources and allowed me to grow in my faith. I am grateful to my family for their unwavering support in all that I do and my church family for their unconditional love.
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Innovative Online Resources during COVID-19/Coronavirus Shelter-in-Place
Courtesy of PCM Administrative Assistant Sarah Galo

Using Zoom
New to Zoom? Here is a helpful user guide, with tech tips and advice on how to foster community via
video chat, created by Drew Ph.D. candidate and community organizer Abby Mohaupt. View Guide.

The Metropolitan Opera
The Metropolitan Opera is streaming free performances nightly at 7:30 p.m. The website is experiencing
high traffic volume, but streams are accessible through the Met Opera on Demand app (available for
download on your mobile phone, Apple, Amazon, or Roku devices, or Samsung Smart TV). You do not
need an account to use the app to stream the opera. Simply click “Browse and Preview” on your TV app
or “Explore the App” on your tablet or mobile phone. Learn More.

Excerpts of Ken Burns’ many documentaries
Looking for something more educational to watch? Excerpts of Ken Burns’ many documentaries are
available online. Many streaming channels offer a free week or a two-week-long trial, such as Criterion
Channel that features films from the silent era to recent international releases. The Atlantic has some
helpful ideas about what to watch. If you have Netflix, there is now a Chrome extension called Netflix
Party, which allows you to watch Netflix shows with friends.

E-books and E-audio books
The MAIN (Morris Automated Information Network) Library is allowing patrons to check out up to 10 ebooks or e-audio books through the Cloud Library App. This is available whether you have fines or not;
all MAIN Libraries are fine-free through April 30. The app is available on mobile phones, Amazon Fire
Reader or Barnes & Noble Nook Reader, or on your computer. Check out their digital resources page for
more apps and databases available online. Learn More.

Scribd Free 30-day Trial
Scribd is offering a free thirty-day trial to download and read books, audiobooks, and magazines. You
must begin your free trial before April 17, 2020. Learn More.

News Outlets
The New York Times is offering free access to all its COVID-19 coverage. So is The Washington
Post. Vox requires no account and features thorough “explainers” on the news.

Guided Meditations
Clinical psychologist and meditation teacher Tara Brach is offering free guided meditations on her website along with a free guide for creating a Home Retreat. Mindful.org has a free walking meditation, and
if you would like to read more about a walking meditation practice, this post by Buddhist monk Thich
Nhat Hanh is very helpful.
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Green Faith Mission Statement: We strive to
nurture a holistic understanding of creation and our
need for a comprehensive congregational response
that will engage growth in our relationship to God,
creation and our neighbors.
We are looking at the celebration of Earth Day and its people through a very
different lens this spring.
The annual Electronics Recycling event, faithfully spearheaded by Tom Guthrie,
has been postponed. You may find yourselves with some extra moments at
home to take note of your unwanted electronics. Check out what items are
accepted at: https://gvinc.org/accepted-items/ (Please NO TV’s or items
with Freon.) We will notify the congregation of a collection date once we
know GreenVision Inc. can begin work. They have asked to be kept in our
prayers so that they can reopen and provide opportunities for their
workforce once the crisis has passed.
As a congregation, it is important to acknowledge how we can do things in new,
different and significant ways. The Green Faith organization recognizes that
we are a congregation who is willing to risk to do things differently and sent
us the banner, pictured below, in honor of that recognition.
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Each Lent since 1949,
Presbyterians have
joined together through
the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering to affect the lives of millions
of people who lack access to sustainable food
sources, clean water,
sanitation, education,
and opportunity. The
funds raised support the
critical ministries of
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), the
Presbyterian Hunger
Program (PHP), and Self
-Development of People
(SDOP).
During Lent, we’ve been exploring how we become a Beloved Community, and
we’re listening to the stories of members of Jesus’ beloved community. One Great
Hour of Sharing allows us to do this Kingdom work as we join with other Presbyterians to meet need with love, to effect change for the marginalized, and to build
community around the globe. Let us turn toward our global neighbors with generosity and open our souls to be transformed by the encounter.
Please send all gifts to the church office, clearly noting One Great Hour of
Sharing or donate online through the church website. I invite you to
prayerfully consider how much you can give for this mission.

9

It is that exciting
time of year when
we open Vacation
Bible School
Registration!
April 1 marks the
opening of
registration for
VBS which will be
held the week of
August 17-21.
Our theme is
ROCKY RAILWAY
Jesus’ Power Pulls
Us Through.
There will be trains and mountains, bible stories, games and snacks.
Register early, we always sell out!
$40 per child, max $80 a family. Ages 3-12 welcome (children must be potty
trained).
Register at: pcmorristown.org
Contact Alexandra Mead with any questions at amead@pcmorristown.org

FAITH OVER FEAR
Father, in this difficult time of pandemic throughout the world,
we seek your guidance. Our life routines are changed and we all
live with concern. Yet our devotion to you remains unshaken.
Have mercy on your people and fill us with hope, compassion for
each other, and faith in your constant love for us.
Walk with us as we move through this period of uncertainty and
fortify us with the courage and peace of your presence.
We humbly ask these things in your name.
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Phil Scaduto
Elder, Doctor

You Can Still Help Your Community While Social Distancing!
In Fact, Your Help Is Needed Now More Than Ever.
Right now there are two key ways to help neighbors in
need at nourish.NJ - providing non-perishable food
donations or making a monetary donation through their
website at nourishnj.org.
Donations (just non-perishable food at this time) may
be brought to nourish.NJ at 36 South Street on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between 10:00
am and 11:00 am. I n order to continue to follow
all social distancing standards they ask that you leave your donation right in the bin
placed at the dining room door (come down the driveway between the church and
parish hall and the door is on the left with a nourish.NJ sign) and text or call Heidi
at 973-879-8730 to let her know you've dropped off a donation. P lease do
not drop off outside of this timeframe as the donation will not be able to be used if
it is left outside.
The most helpful items at this time are hearty soups, canned ravioli and
pasta, canned tuna and chicken, cereal, oatmeal, macaroni and cheese,
shelf-stable milk, pasta, spaghetti sauce, rice, beans, peanut butter, jelly,
and crackers.

Interfaith Food Pantry is in need of food or
financial donations. They can be found at
https://mcifp.org. Current food needs are listed on
their website and can be dropped off at 2 Executive
Drive in Morris Plains, Monday -Thursday from 9:30 am—4:30 pm.

Homeless Solutions needs volunteers to serve lunch or
dinner meals. Contact Tamala Reynolds at:
TamalaReynolds@hsinj.org. They also have an Amazon Wish
List for supplies on their website at:
https://homelesssolutions.org

Table of Hope at Bethel Church of M orristow n is still
serving evening To Go meals Mon-Fri and can use some
volunteers. Please call Donna Tomlinson 713-301-1973. They
also could use monetary donations and supplies such as gloves
and Styrofoam To-Go containers.
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Looking for Online Groups?
Here are the PCM online groups currently available. Be sure to check the website
frequently or sign up for churchmail to receive the latest news on groups, worship
and other ministry events.

Groups for All

Family Caregiver Support. Fridays, 1:00-2:00pm. Contact Sarah Green at
sgreen@pcmorristown.org.
Book Group “Daring Greatly” with Matt Webb sign up.
Book Group “How To Do Nothing” with Sarah Galo sign up.

Groups for Youth and Young Adults
Parents and students in the youth ministry can join our Band for daily posts. Create
a profile and join us.
Young Professionals Virtual Bible Study via Zoom. Tuesdays at 7:00pm. Contact
Dave Smazik at dsmazik@pcmorristown.org.
Middle School Midweek. Wednesday at 4:30pm, join.
High School Youth Group. Sunday at 12:30pm, join.
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Presbyterian Church
Nursery School

Well, things will be quite different here at
the Preschool this April. All PCM buildings
are closed as a preventative measure due
to the Coronavirus outbreak so we are
missing our students and families! PCNS
staff will continue to do our level best to
keep our community connected. Teachers
are sending videos with greetings, virtual
lessons and activities to our classes hoping
to cheer students and families during our
time away. Families are sharing adorable
photographs of how they are spending this
unexpected time together. Thus, our community continues… Here are some photos
of current students and PCNS alums (yoga
poses and creating a mystery letter box).
I will also share a thought from one of
our former teachers, Kristy Yacenda –
“Hopefully a positive outcome
may be that families can
reconnect during this time on a
new personal level that has
been eroding in the distracting,
hectic times that have been
pulling at everyone. Everyone
is forced to slow down,
reconnect and maybe become
more creative with forced time
on their hands.”
Be safe and healthy everyone.

Presbyterian Church Nursery School Director Jeanne Mueller
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
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The
Parish
Your continued financial support
for PCM during this period
is appreciated!

Register
Deaths
Malcolm Heffner
Stanley Mont

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Dr. David Smazik, Senior Pastor
dsmazik@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistants
Sarah Galo
sgalo@pcmorristown.org
Julie Hess
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org
Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
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April Dates to Remember
This calendar is subject to change due to evolving circumstances with COVID-19.
Please check our website for updates. All meetings are online unless noted.
Wednesday, April
Thursday, April 2
Friday, April 3
Sunday, April 5
Monday, April 6
Tuesday, April 7
Wednesday, April
Thursday, April 9
Friday, April 10
Sunday, April 12
Tuesday, April 14
Wednesday, April
Friday, April 16
Sunday, April 18
Tuesday, April 20
Wednesday, April
Friday, April 24
Sunday, April 26
Tuesday, April 28
Wednesday, April

1

Midweek, Middle School Youth Group, Music Ministry Hangout
Committee Meetings
Caregiver Support Group
Worship Online, High School Youth Group, Confirmation Class
Committee Meetings
Young Professionals Small Group
8 Music Ministry Hangout
Maundy Thursday Service Online
Good Friday Service Online, Caregiver Support Group
Easter Sunday Service Online
Young Professionals Small Group
15 Midweek, Middle School Youth Group, Music Ministry Hangout
Caregiver Support Group
Worship Online, High School Youth Group
Young Professionals Small Group
21 Midweek, Middle School Youth Group, Music Ministry Hangout
Caregiver Support Group
Worship Online, High School Youth Group, Confirmation Class
Young Professionals Small Group
29 Midweek, Middle School Youth Group, Music Ministry Hangout

PCM Music Ministry Hangout
15

65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Please let the church office know if your address or membership status has changed.

Fresh Traditional® Worship
Sunday Mornings

April 5
Palm Sunday
Worship Online

April 12
Easter
Worship Online

April 9
Maundy Thursday
Worship Online

April 19
Worship Online

April 26
Worship Online

April 10
Good Friday
Worship Online

All are welcome!
pcmorristown.org
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