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Advent Wreath Making
On November 22 many church members and their families gathered
in the parking lot at the Parish House to decorate advent wreaths for
their homes. We had a great turn out! Everyone enjoyed hot
chocolate and donuts as we made our masterpieces. We hope you
will spend time this Advent season in prayer with your children as we
anticipate the celebration of Jesus’ birth.

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
The Reverend Sarah Green

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” – John 1:5
It’s time to confess that we’re all grieving this holiday season. We will not get to be together at
Christmas. We will not sit in our beautiful Sanctuary filled with greens, poinsettias, candles,
and, most importantly, all of our family, friends, and neighbors. Our hearts will not stir to the
opening notes of O Come All Ye Faithful as hundreds of voices soar up to the rosettes on the
dome. And that is so very painful.

Naming and owning our grief is important to coping. This has been a year of many losses,
which for some of us may have included the death of a loved one, and that shows up in us in
many ways. You may feel anger and frustration that leads you to be short with or lash out at
those around you. You may reject restrictions that seem to magnify your pain. You may struggle with sadness, depression, or low energy as the losses continue to roll in. You may frenetically try to keep everything “normal” in this season, when nothing of the kind is possible.
You may feel anxious all the time, or be numb to it all. Grief contains many emotions, so whatever you are feeling is ok.
This is a year to be gentle with yourself and those you love. Leave time and space to simply
have your feelings. Drill down to what your soul most needs during these difficult, dark days,
and focus on that. Talk with your loved ones about what they’re most needing. Pick and
choose among those cherished traditions that are still possible, or consider creating a new tradition to fit this year. Let go of anything that doesn’t serve your well-being. If you’ve lost
someone you love, consider how you’d like to honor them. Don’t be afraid to talk about them
as much as you’d like—silence is almost always more painful.
Thankfully, Christmas in its truest form will come even in this time of grief. Jesus doesn’t need
our pageants and poinsettias to creep silently into the manger of our hearts. God is with us
even though we cannot be together. The light shines into the darkness of these COVID-filled
days, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
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ADVENT 2020
“THE NAMES OF JESUS”
What will worship be like
in Advent this year?
How will we celebrate Christmas Eve?

The Session and staff are planning unique ways
to interpret the birth of Jesus to you in your
homes through our virtual worship services. We
continue to film the service of worship for each
Sunday, and we will record two services for
Christmas Eve. There will be a children’s
program as well as a candlelight service.
Our Advent sermon series will explore names
given to Jesus from each of the four gospels.
The music will reflect the joy of the season.

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday in Advent “Immanuel”
Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday in Advent “Messiah”
The Sacrament of Communion
Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday in Advent “The Light”
Sunday, December 20
Fourth Sunday in Advent “Savior”
Thursday, December 24
Children’s Program
Candlelight Service
“Gifts of the Magi”

ADVENT SMALL GROUPS
Spiritual Practices for the Season, by Kathleen Long Bostrom
To prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ during this most
uncertain year, we will root ourselves in God through study of
scripture and trying out new spiritual practices. Come deepen your
personal faith journey with us!
4 Mondays beginning November 30
1:30 p.m. on Zoom with Alexandra Mead
7:30 p.m. on Zoom with Rev. Sarah Green
4 Wednesdays beginning December 2nd
7:30pm on Zoom with Vern Verhoef
Check your ChurchMail for more information. Please register for the small group of your choice
by contacting the study leader directly (amead@pcmorristown.org, sgreen@pcmorristown.org,
or vernon.verhoef@verizon.net)
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Re-Entry Task Force
We are members of Session representing multiple committees, meeting regularly to organize
and safely launch in-person worship at PCM.
Task Force Members: Christy Allison – Co-chair, Ken Clark – Co-chair, David Darcy, Wendy
Doidge, Lisa Fraebel, Ed Halldorson, Kevin Hubbard, Jenny Tooley, and Susan Wood.

Update from the Re-Entry Task Force
Get ready for an Advent like none you’ve experienced before! Although we won’t be able to
celebrate in the sanctuary for at least the rest of this year, the staff and Worship and Music
have been working hard to plan virtual Christmas Eve services that will be meaningful and
memorable! We have much to be thankful for, including our new Interim Minister, Leslie
Dobbs Allsopp, who will be joining us the first week of the new year!
In the meantime, the Re-Entry Task Force is continuing to meet to develop the plans and
procedures to re-open as soon, and as safely as possible. One thing has become clear – it will
take a larger than normal team of volunteers to make this happen! The exact roles and
numbers are still under development, but the setup and operation of in-person worship will
be a team effort. Please prayerfully consider whether you would be willing and able to serve
when we have more details.
The Re-Entry Task Force is
committed to providing
updates on at least a monthly
basis. As Ed Halldorson said at
our meeting this week, “We
haven’t been down this road
before!” Let’s look forward to a
time when we can worship together, and be mindful of new
opportunities that will
undoubtedly emerge as we
move ahead.
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LESLIE DOBBS-ALLSOPP
Official Interim Senior Pastor
PCM is happy to announce the Call of The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp
to be Interim Pastor. She will start in the position during the first week
of January. Leslie has been serving in transitional and interim ministries
since 2008. She has served as the Interim/Transitional Pastor for congregations in Madison, New Brunswick, Woodbridge, and Abington PA.

She is concluding her current role as the Interim Leader for Elizabeth
Presbytery which she has held since 2017. During the pandemic she has
also assumed leadership responsibilities for New Brunswick Presbytery.
She is excited about this opportunity to return to the rhythms of congregational ministry, and to serve with the Morristown church during this time of our transition.
Leslie received her Masters of Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary and has
her Bachelor’s degree from Duke University in Religion / Medieval and Renaissance Studies.

Leslie resides in Princeton, NJ with her husband Chip who is a professor of Old Testament Studies at Princeton Seminary. They have a second home in NC where they have been
enjoying some time during the pandemic. They have two young adult sons, Will living in Washington, DC and Henry finishing college in NC.
Please join us in welcoming Leslie to the PCM.
A socially distanced welcoming reception event is being planned and we will share those details
as they become available.

VIRTUAL

PCM’s first ever Virtual Congregational Meeting will be held December 6 at 11:00am
immediately following worship for the following business:
1. To approve the conducting of a congregational meeting virtually
2. To approve the Elder and Deacon nominees for the Class of 2024.
Stay tuned for details.
5

Christmas Joy Offering
“God is With Us”
Emmanuel, “God is with us,” shows God values
togetherness and relationship with us, leading us to
value togetherness and relationship with one another.
The Christmas Joy Offering, a special offering of our PC
(USA) denomination, gives us the opportunity to come
alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ, even though
we may never meet them personally.
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in
every time and place, but those leaders often need support from their communities as well. The Christmas Joy
Offering addresses this need by fostering leadership
development for communities of color and by providing
financial assistance for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.
2020 has shown us there is no better time than now to raise up new leaders of color and to
support those who have served the church so diligently. Please give generously this Advent
season!
By mailing a check to the church office (memo: Christmas Joy) or giving online.
By texting JOY to 20222 to give $10.

ADVENT AT HOME
This year, we encourage you to create a sacred space
in your home around an Advent wreath to help you
mark the season. We will provide you with a simple
liturgy you can use to light the candles each week, and
you can have your wreath lit beside you as you
engage with virtual worship. The Advent Liturgy is
available on the Church website at https://
www.pcmorristown.org/advent-2020-liturgy/ , or
contact Rev. Sarah Green for the liturgy at sgreen@pcmorristown.org.
All families in our children and youth programs received an Advent wreath as a gift from our
Christian Education and Youth & Young Adult Committees.
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OPERATION

Please join in the fulfilling outreach effort, Operation Love, which helps
Morris County families and senior citizens celebrate Christmas with food
and gifts. Due to the Coronavirus, this year we will be giving ShopRite
and Walmart gift cards to each family and seniors. Children and teenagers will receive hats,
gloves, scarves and socks. This effort is sponsored by the Church of God in Christ for All Saints
in Morristown and has been supported by our church for 36 years.
Donate hats, gloves, scarves and socks for children/teenagers one of two ways:
1) Drop off in the Operation Love bin on the Parish House porch Monday through
Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm. Items should be unwrapped.
2) Click on the PCM Amazon Wish List link https://a.co/1ccZaxx to purchase a winter
clothing item. Items will be delivered to PCM. Donations will be accepted until
December 12.
Contribute to the purchase of a ShopRite or
Walmart gift card one of two ways:
Mail a check to the Parish House at PCM Operation Love, 65 South, Morristown, NJ
07960. Specify "Operation Love" on the
memo line, or go online and use Breeze
and replace the fund “Pledge” with select
“Operation Love” in dropdown menu.
Donations will be accepted until
December 12.
Join other volunteers at the Church of God in
Christ to wrap and pack gift bags.
This wrapping event will take place
Wednesday and Thursday, December 16
and 17, 7:00pm -9:00pm. Masks are required and social distancing guidelines will
be followed. Help deliver gift bags on Saturday, December 19, 8:45am -12:00pm.
Meet at the Church of God in Christ.
Please let us know if you can wrap gifts or deliver gift bags by signing up online by contacting
Karen Griffith at kgriffith32@aol.com.
Please give generously this Advent season!
By mailing a check to the church office (memo: Christmas Joy) or
By giving online via Breeze? (Note, it's not set up for this yet).
By texting JOY to 20222 to give $10.
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Virtual Sunday Morning Seminars

Prepare the Way of the Lord
December 6 and 20 from 9:00-10:00am
Advent begins with John the Baptist’s cry in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord.“ We find ourselves at this holy time
of year in a type of wilderness, as we seek to mark advent and
Christmas without our traditional gatherings and celebrations In
the midst of a pandemic when we are socially isolated, how can
we find meaning this year? Where is God in the wilderness? Come
join us for understanding, sharing, and support as we seek to discover in new ways the true joy God offers us.
Rev. Joanne Miller has been a member of Newton Presbytery since 1985, and is the former
Associate Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown. She is a New Jersey State Certified
Psychoanalyst with a private practice in Morristown, and serves as the Covenant Supply Pastor
at First Church Hanover.
Contact Sarah Galo for a link to join us! sgalo@pcmorristown.org
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Yippee ki yay!
Caroline Godfrey
Christmas is going to be different this
year. But, that’s stating the obvious,
right? Instead of focusing on all that
we are missing this Christmas season
(special traditions shared with friends, grandparents, extended family), our immediate family is focusing on all of
The Godfrey Family
the traditions we can maintain. We can still listen to Christmas music as we decorate the house. We can still support Operation Love. We can still worship as a family at the Christmas Eve service, albeit online. We can still enjoy a special Christmas Eve dinner followed by our annual family viewing of “Die Hard”. Yes, “Die Hard” IS a
Christmas movie—“yippee ki yay!” We pray that our sacrifice this year will keep our family and
friends safe and will allow us to resume our traditions in person next year.

Steven Gaden and
Theresa Hyslop

The Rush /Shohen Family
Our Welsh Christmas Tradition
Wayne Rush

Pass the Pillsbury!
Steven Gaden

The Rush family tradition over multiple generations is the
making of Welsh cookies or cakes for family and friends at
Christmas time. The whole family from grandkids to grandparents take a part in making the cookies. The recipe has been
handed down through the Welsh (Williams) side of the family.
They are rolled out and include either the traditional currants,
raisins, or our modern recipe of Craisins with orange zest.
They are cut out with a small round cutter and cooked on top
of a griddle. When done they resemble a miniature pancake.
The result is a cookie that is not overly sweet that people love.
In Wales they are a tea-time favorite.
Nadolig LLawen (Merry Christmas)

My dad (Frank Gaden)
grew up enjoying cinnamon rolls on Christmas
morning, and made them
throughout my childhood. The mouthwatering cinnamon smell
would wake us up. I can’t
imagine Christmas morning without that delicious
scent so I now continue
the tradition.
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Stewardship:
Our Children.
Our Community.
Our Commitment.
The Stewardship Campaign this year has focused on the future of this congregation and this
community – the children. As parents and grandparents, as friends, and as members of a thriving congregation that is a beacon of Christ’s love and grace, we look to the next generation to
carry on the Christian commitment of love for all people that has existed in this place since
1733. This year, we especially heed the words of Jesus: “Whoever receives one…child in my
name receives me”. Matthew 18:5.
The uncertainty and turmoil of 2020 bring
into particularly sharp focus how vital this
congregation is and has always been in the
care, nurturing and financial support of our
young people. We have asked our PCM
family to pledge their Stewardship support
for the myriad of programs developed for our
children – from infant care, preschool, nursery and primary grade Sunday School to
middle and high school, college and young
professional programs. We nurture children through every step of their lives, providing encouragement, support and a strong foundation of Christian faith. Through our church programs, God shapes us all as His children. This year, in addition to annual pledging for the support of the church, we developed a new initiative, a
direct outreach to support the children in the greater Morristown community, by our funding of scholarships for the Summer Plus and the Summer Music
Academy programs through the Morris Educational
Foundation. These programs provide a real boost
to students’ knowledge and confidence and assure
working parents that their child is in a safe and
healthy environment.
November 15 was Consecration Sunday. To those
who have already pledged toward our PCM goal of
$900,000, we say “thank you”. To those who have
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not, this is the time to
make your commitment
to our children and our
community. We ask you
to make your pledge
now, and prayerfully to
consider maintaining or
increasing your pledge
from last year. And, separate and apart from our
$900,000 Stewardship
Campaign goal for PCM,
we ask your support and
pledge toward our
$90,000 goal for the
summer scholarship
youth programs.
How? Easy. In early November, we sent to you two pledge cards, one for PCM and one for the
children’s summer programs. You can complete and return them to us now, either by mail or
by placing them in the drop box located just outside the main door of the Parish House at 65
South Street. You will also find a pledge form at www.pcmorristown.org by clicking on Stewardship on the home page. It would be especially helpful if your pledges are in our hands before December 17, when Session meets to review and establish the church budget for 2021.
And, for those who are still uncertain about your commitment, we will be calling you in early
December and can answer any questions about Stewardship you may have.
Pledges received through November 19 for both the 2021 campaign and for the summer scholarship program are about two-thirds of the way to both goals. We will provide updates in the
coming weeks. While we are confident that we will meet these goals, this will happen only if
you pledge. Every pledge is important.

Finally, a big “thank you” to all who helped so ably with the 2021 Stewardship Campaign, including our incredible church staff, Ed Halldorson, the members of the Stewardship Committee, and, of course, most importantly, all who have pledged.

Questions? Contact Walt Fleischer at wjfleischerjr@gmail.com or 973-610-5613.
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Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian Education

Mid Week
The mid week kids made holiday
luminaries for cancer patients
receiving treatment at the Carol
Simon center. Each year we make
gifts for the patients to receive when
they arrive for their appointment.
The luminaries were painted by the
children and included a hand written
get well note.
We have been meeting safely since
September and enjoying every minute of it! We learn Bible stories, play
and create beautiful crafts in our time
together each Wednesday afternoon.

Sunday School
Sunday School began on November 1.
We meet in Sheffield Hall and preschool classroom 1. Each week we
spread out, wear our masks and learn
about God’s love and care for us. We
are all enjoying being together in fellowship as we grow our faith.

Top picture Bel Melodia K-2nd graders
Bottom picture Bel Canto 3rd-5th
graders
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Patrick Allred
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

Last month our Youth Ministry had the privilege
of helping out with Market Street Mission’s
annual coat drive. We had two teams of volunteers that came from 9:00am – 1:00pm and
handed out gloves, scarfs, and hats to some of
our neighbors in Morristown. Our middle and
highschoolers also decorated and packed goodie
bags in the weeks leading up to the coat drive
which were handed out to children who attended
the coat drive. Each bag was filled with toys, candy, snacks, and had a kind message on the front. Thank you to Abby Ewing, Bridget Ewing, Colleen Ewing, Damian Oberding, Molly Oberding (pictured below), Griffin Thomas, and Michael
Slaman.

I’m always so encouraged by how much our students love to serve others in our community, even
if it’s something as simple as reminding a child they
are loved. As we begin this season of Advent, let us
be reminded of 1st John 4:7 “Beloved, let us love
one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God.” Loving
others is knowing God!
Thank you
PCM for
your coat
donations.
900 coats
were
distributed to
133 families
—about 400
people!
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Our warmest and happiest
congratulations go out to
PCM member
Dylan Taunton
and
Gabrielle Ferrara
on their engagement!
The wedding is set
for June 3, 2022.

SPECIAL DELIVERY
Thank you to the Youth and Young Adult Committee and our High School
Youth Group for assembling care packages for 30 PCM college students! Our
far flung members received Carol Knauff’s special homemade fudge,
personalized notes, a Tower Tidings, gum, candy and popcorn. The delivery is
a gentle reminder to our students that they are loved. PCM students are currently studying at
the following schools:
Elizabethtown College
Kean University
Elon University
Loyola University
Virginia Tech
University of Michigan
Providence College
University of Georgia
University of Maryland

St. Elizabeth University
University of Vermont
Northeastern University
College of New Jersey
Arizona State University
University of North Carolina
Fairleigh Dickinson
University of Oregon
Haverford College
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James Madison University
University of Rhode Island
County College of Morris
Washington University
in St Louis
Lehigh University
Franklin and Marshall College
Worcester Polytechnic
Monmouth University

Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
The season of Advent in Western Christianity marks the beginning of the “church year.” The
“church year” runs from the beginning of Advent through the Sunday we call “Christ the King,”
which is the Sunday that precedes the first Sunday of Advent each year. The term advent
comes from the Latin term adventus meaning coming or arrival. It is in the season of Advent
that we wait expectantly for the coming of our Lord, as recorded in the Gospels, and in the second coming, marked in the prophecies of Hebrew scripture and in the apocalyptic book of Revelation. We await the second coming and refer to apocalypse not as a cataclysmic series of
events, but in the true sense of the Greek word, ἀποκάλυψις, which means “a revealing of
great knowledge.”
I think it is important that we always remember what it is that we are celebrating and why it is
that we are celebrating. In the season of Advent and throughout the church year, God reveals
God’s self to us through the Scriptures, through the movement of the Holy Spirit amongst us,
and through God’s children. Advent is a time to look for and bask in God’s movement in our
lives and in our world. This year will look very different from the Advents and Christmases of
years past, and many of us will likely celebrate our holidays and make our connections virtually
this year. As this time of pandemic continues, take time this Advent to look for a new beginning or a revealing of great knowledge: what have we learned about ourselves and about our
lives during our current pandemic? What
do we need more of?
What do we need less
of? Even as the advent of a world postCOVID continues, the
advent of our Lord
comes to us, as it has
every year, as we wait
expectantly for Christ
the baby and Christ
the king. Even so,
Lord, quickly come.
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Interested in Video Production?
Join us!
Crew Call
Audio/Video
Production
Team



Calling all:


Videographers- to help record, live
stream, and operate cameras or software
 Audio techs- to operate/monitor sound
quality during and post-production
 Video Editors- to creatively and seamlessly assemble final video product
Production Assistants- to provide real-time support to the crew

Please indicate what (if any) equipment you have.
You will receive:
 Hands-on experience
 Training from A/V professionals
 Credit for your work
Send your reel, resume, website, or social media handles to Cali at
cwoods@pcmorristown.org.

Session Notes October 2020
Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session
Session held two meetings in November
At the November 4 special meeting, Session approved the Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp as our
interim minister. She will begin serving our congregation on January 1, 2021. Plans are underway to welcome Pastor Leslie, and for all our guidelines to be in place for in person worship,
allowing us to proceed as safely and quickly as possible after her arrival.
At the November 19 regular meeting, Session approved the call for a virtual congregational
meeting on Sunday, December 6, 2020, at 11:00am for the following business: 1. To approve
the conducting of a congregational meeting virtually, and 2. To approve the Elder candidate
nominees for the Class of 2024 and the Deacon nominees for the Class of 2024.
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FELLOWSHIP
Dessert
Luncheon Group Zoom
Dessert Invitation
The Community and Membership Committee would like to invite those who
attended the Monthly Fellowship Luncheons to joint them for a Zoom Dessert on
Wednesday, December 9 at 12:30.
For those interested in participating, a dessert would be delivered to your house so that you
could have a cup of coffee or tea and dessert as we meet together online. Register online
at pcmorristown.org/register.

Questions? Email Cathie Eyre at cdeyre@aol.com.

Prayer Chain
Have A Prayer Request? Submit your prayer request to
the Prayer Chain. Names will also be read as part of
the Sunday Prayers of the People. Submit your prayer
request at https://www.pcmorristown.org.

Caregiver Group
Are you caring for an ill or aging loved one? Come
join our support community of those who “get it.”
All are welcome at any time. Fridays, 1pm on Zoom
Contact Sarah Green for details.
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
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Presbyterian Church
Nursery School
As the Nursery School closes the calendar year on 2020,
classes are enjoying Christmas cheer and making extra
special gifts for their families. Classrooms are decorated
and bustling with holiday happenings! Children and staff
are smiling behind their masks.
The school collected food for the Interfaith Food Pantry
throughout November. Our families were so generous
and donated many items to help those in need. We will
certainly continue this tradition next year.

The children are always teaching, inspiring and helping
us adults to remember the important things in life. While
studying the themes of Thanksgiving in Pre-K classes,
four year old Ben W. summed up the meaning of
friendship. “Friendship is…being a good example
because when you are showing someone how to be a
good friend, they will copy you and then there will be
so many good friends!” Let us live with the innocence
and wisdom of children. Merry Christmas to all our PCNS families and the families and staff
at the Presbyterian Church of Morristown.
May we all have a blessed and peaceful Christmas and a healthy 2021.

Presbyterian Church Nursery School Director
Jeanne Mueller
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
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Baptisms
Griffin Thomas
son of Juliana Thomas and Gary Thomas

The
Parish

Register

Deaths
Beverly Foight

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Dr. Edward Halldorson,
Bridge Interim Minister
ehalldorson@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org
Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistants
Sarah Galo
sgalo@pcmorristown.org
Julie Hess
jhess@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org
Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

Fresh Traditional® Worship
December 6
2nd Sunday in Advent
Worship Online
with Communion

December 24
Christmas Eve
Children’s Program
Candlelight Service

December 13
3rd Sunday in Advent
Worship Online

December 27
1st Sunday
of Christmas
Worship Online

December 20
4th Sunday in Advent
Worship Online
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