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PCM 3rd graders, Jake Dicob, Audrey Kitchell and Christian Vitolo
took turns elbow bumping the ministers as they were presented
with special Bibles during church recently.
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Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
The Reverend Sarah Green

“I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and I will glorify your name forever.
For great is your steadfast love toward me.”
– Psalm 86:12-13a
Lament, supplication, praise, and thanksgiving. These have been the spiritual rhythms of God’s
people through times of personal and collective hardship for generations. We get a glimpse of
this in Psalm 86, in which the psalmist’s expressions of pain, distress, need, praise, and thanks
collide and commingle in a seamless dance of reliance upon God in every moment. They are
not incompatible opposites, but somehow all part of a cohesive whole—the joy mixed with the
suffering, the trust and faith standing with the struggle.
I recently listened to a podcast with Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry in which he reminded me
that, as Christians, the act of love is a choice we must make daily. The same is true of giving
thanks in the midst of hardship and struggle. As people of faith, we must choose not to
reserve our praise for God to sunny days and easy moments. We must choose to give thanks
even when we may not feel it.
We get there by lamenting our losses, fears, and pain, and by calling out for God’s assistance.
We get to thanksgiving and praise not by denying the true reality of our situation, but by fully
owning it and then trusting that God is right here in the muck with us. As the months of 2020
have worn on, our causes for lament and supplication have only grown. Hundreds of
thousands dead and still dying. The deep disease of systemic racism ripped open again so
privileged eyes are forced to see it. Wildfires and hurricanes wreaking havoc on people’s lives.
An election charged and heated with a distinct feeling of life or death. The constant anxiety of
an invisible threat. Rights of passage cancelled or delayed, lives upended, careers derailed,
children left behind in their education. And now a holiday season—Thanksgiving and
Christmas—that will not look the way we want. Here we have rich ground for our daily choice
to cast our lot with God and thereby find reasons for thanksgiving and praise even though we
may not feel it. God is with us in the grief, pain, frustration, and uncertainty.
Lament, supplication, praise, and thanksgiving. May we lean into these spiritual rhythms that
we need so much this year.
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Stewardship:
Our Children.
Our Community.
Our Commitment.
Our Children.
We ask our PCM family to pledge their Stewardship support for the myriad of programs developed for our children-from infant care, preschool, nursery and primary grade Sunday School to
middle and high school, college and young professionals programs. We nurture children
through every step of their lives, providing encouragement, support and a strong foundation
of Christian faith. And we continue with adult education- a vital part of our church as well.
Through our church programs, God shapes us as His children.
Our Community.
For decades, our church has been a source of refuge, relief, education and safety. With open
arms and hearts, our congregation has always embraced community needs with funds, service, care, facilities and prayer. This year we are focusing on our community once again with a
new initiative supporting Morris Education Foundation Summer Programs:
Summer Plus-6weeks starting k-10th grades
Summer Music Academy-4 weeks for 3rd-11th grades
Our Commitment.
Our church is a place of Christian commitment. It has been the home of faith, hope,
togetherness, worship and praise for our church family, Morris community and beyond. We
have known calm, and we have known uncertainty and fear - we have walked these times
together! We are blessed to know that every change in direction comes with an unchanging
God who guides us through it. Because we have faith, we believe and we commit.

We ask you to continue or add to your pledge for PCM in 2021. Our goal is $900,000. The
matching scholarship program is separate from our PCM pledge. We ask you to help us contribute $90,000 for summer program scholarships. PCM lead donors have given the first
$45,000- please help us achieve our goals!

Consecration Sunday is November 15.
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ADVENT 2020
“THE NAMES OF JESUS”
What will worship be like
in Advent this year?
How will we celebrate Christmas Eve?

The Session and staff are planning unique ways
to interpret the birth of Jesus to you in your
homes through our virtual worship services. We
continue to film the service of worship for each
Sunday, and we will record two services for
Christmas Eve. There will be a children’s
program as well as a candlelight service.
Our Advent sermon series will explore names
given to Jesus from each of the four gospels.
The music will reflect the joy of the season.

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday in Advent “Immanuel”
Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday in Advent “Messiah”
The Sacrament of Communion
Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday in Advent “The Light”
Sunday, December 20
Fourth Sunday in Advent “Savior”
Thursday, December 24
Children’s Program
Candlelight Service
“Gifts of the Magi”

ADVENT SMALL GROUPS
Spiritual Practices for the Season, by Kathleen Long Bostrom
To prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ during this most
uncertain year, we will root ourselves in God through study of
scripture and trying out new spiritual practices. Come deepen your
personal faith journey with us!
4 Mondays beginning November 30
1:30 p.m. with Alexandra Mead
7:30 p.m. on Zoom with Rev. Sarah Green
4 Wednesdays beginning December 2nd
7:30pm on Zoom with Vern Verhoef
Check your ChurchMail for more information. Please register for the small group of your choice
by contacting the study leader directly (amead@pcmorristown.org, sgreen@pcmorristown.org,
or vernon.verhoef@verizon.net)
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ADVENT AT HOME
This year, we encourage you to create a
sacred space in your home around an
Advent wreath to help you mark the
season. We will provide you with a
simple liturgy you can use to light the
candles each week, and you can have
your wreath lit beside you as you engage
with virtual worship.
All families in our children and youth programs will receive an Advent wreath as a gift from our
Christian Education and Youth & Young Adult Committees. We have a limited number of
additional wreaths available for anyone else in the congregation who would like one. Please
contact Sarah Galo in the church office (sgalo@pcmorristown.org) to reserve your wreath
today. First come, first serve!

Session Notes October 2020
Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session
1. Session has given permission for the bell choir to resume practice, using the Church on the
Green Narthex. All appropriate health precautions will be taken.
2.

Our committee on Ministry Liaison, Elder Jeanne Perry conducted the exit interview at the
October session meeting. Elders had a chance to share their feelings about Rev. Smazik’s
time at PCM and the impact of his ministry on our church, congregation, and community.

3.

A special Task Force has been set up to work on how and what worship will look like once
we return to our sanctuary for in-person worship.

4.

Session approved the commencement of Sunday School classes, indoors, starting on
November 1, 2020.

5. Session, Building & Grounds, and the Safety Committees continue to refine and update
our safety criteria for building use. This is ever-evolving as conditions change and we consider the many uses of our buildings.
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Re-Entry Task Force
We are members of Session representing multiple committees, meeting regularly to organize
and safely launch in-person worship at PCM.
Task Force Members: Christy Allison – Co-chair, Ken Clark – Co-chair, David Darcy, Wendy
Doidge, Lisa Fraebel, Ed Halldorson, Kevin Hubbard, Jenny Tooley, and Susan Wood.












Our desire is to start live in-person worship as soon as possible, but not before the new
Interim is in place
We expect to continue with our virtual, pre-recorded worship services as currently produced even after we begin in-person worship
Our goal is to have the structure and procedures for in-person worship defined and to the
greatest extent possible, tested, so that in-person worship is “ready to go” when that
Interim is available
Worship and Music will be working on defining the in-person worship service itself
Initially, in-person worship may not be offered every week, possibly starting off once a
month or every other week
The Task Force, working with the recommendations of the Safety Committee, is currently
working to define the procedures and protocols necessary to minimize the risk of in-person
worship
We may conduct in-person viewing of the recorded worship service in the sanctuary,
possibly during Advent, as an opportunity to test those procedures and protocols
Our “go live”
plans will be
presented to
the Session for
their approval
We will be
communicating
our plans and
status to the
congregation on
at least a
monthly basis
via letter, email,
website and
“Moments for
Mission”
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Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music

What’s Ahead in Music!
In the blink of an eye, it is fall. Most of us had no clue in early-March that we would be
faced with the ongoing challenges of physical distancing, mask wearing, and becoming compulsory homebodies. It is easy to overlook the emotional toll that has been wrought by COVID-19.
Thankfully, we have our tremendous community at the church that has continued, even while
most in-person gathering have been halted. Virtual meetings, Bible studies, book groups,
coffee hours, and weekly online services have helped us stay connected. Our musical world at
church looks completely different these days, as each of us who participates separately records
their video and audio of hymns and anthems, and I take these disparate parts and create choral music, using technology graciously provided by the church. While this bears no comparison
to live music, we continually find innovate ways to enhance our musical offerings.
Coming in the next few weeks, you will have the joy of hearing the musical offerings of
Marnie Kaller, Carol Johnson, our Chancel Choir, our Chancel Ringers and Ringers on the Green,
a beautiful trio from Godspell, and the brilliant musicality of organist Kevin Graf. We are planning ahead for Thanksgiving Festival Sunday and the season of Advent and look forward to featuring all of our musical groups in a very special Carol Sing, similar to the one that we experienced last year. We have a wonderful Safety Ministry and a task force that is exploring the
steps to make towards in-person worship in the future. Until then, we will continue to find
ways to make meaningful virtual connections with our virtual services.
I’d like to thank Rev. Dr. Ed Halldorson for coming into our midst and fitting like a glove
as we work through a pastoral transition. I’d also like to thank the M&A Committee who is
working diligently to select an interim pastor for us. Finally, I’d like to thank all of my colleagues on staff who work tirelessly to continue the outstanding ministries of the church. In
particular, Rev. Sarah Green has been a strong guiding force through this time of transition,
offering her gifts of organization, leadership, pastoral care, and kindness. I pray that one day
soon we will look back on this time and have a deep sense of gratitude for the things that we
often take for granted in our lives and in the life of our church. I look forward to having a full
sanctuary, a full choir loft, lots of young bodies running around the Parish House, and even
look forward to in-person committee meetings! Thank you for your support and care.
Stay safe and well –
Matt
7

OPERATION

Please join in the fulfilling outreach effort, Operation Love, which
helps Morris County families and senior citizens celebrate Christmas
with food and gifts. Due to the Coronavirus, this year we will be
giving ShopRite and Walmart gift cards to each family and seniors.
Children and teenagers will receive hats, gloves, scarves and socks. This effort is sponsored by
the Church of God in Christ for All Saints in Morristown and has been supported by our church
for 36 years.

How to participate:
Beginning on Monday, November 16 you may donate hats, gloves, scarves and socks for
children/teenagers one of two ways: 1) Drop off in the Operation Love bin on the
Parish House porch Monday through
Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm. Items
should be unwrapped, 2) Click on the
PCM Amazon WishList link https://
a.co/1ccZaxx to purchase a winter
clothing item. Item will be delivered to
PCM. Donations will be accepted
until December 12.
Contribute to the purchase of a ShopRite
or Walmart gift card one of two ways:
Mail a check to the Parish House at
PCM - Operation Love, 65 South,
Morristown, NJ 07960. Specify
"Operation Love" on the memo line, or
go online and use Breeze and replace
the fund “Pledge” with “Operation
Love” in drop down menu. Donations
will be accepted until December 12.
Join other volunteers at the Church of God
in Christ to wrap and pack gift
bags. This wrapping event will take place Wednesday and Thursday, December 16th
and 17th, 7:00pm -9:00pm. Masks are required and social distancing guidelines will be
followed.
Help deliver gift bags on Saturday, December 19, 8:45am -12:00pm. Meet at the Church of
God in Christ.
Please let us know if you can wrap gifts or deliver gift bags by signing up online beginning
November 16 or by contacting Karen Griffith at kgriffith32@aol.com.
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Special
Jazz
Service
On Sunday, November 8, hymns and songs of
worship in the weekly service will be in style of
Jazz. Our “house” trio, Mark Weber, Bud Ayres,
and our own Steve Hess, will be joined by
saxophonist Anton Denner and trombonist Erick
Storckman. This service, which will be a hybrid of
our current virtual services and our Jazz Vespers
services, will feature a sermon by Rev. Sarah Green
and music led by Dr.
Matt Webb. As usual,
this service will be
available online by
8:00am on November
8. We hope that you
will “tune in!”

trombonist Erick Storckman

saxophonist Anton Denner
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Baptism of Logan George Schimpf, son of Marissa Huston Schimpf and Paul Schimpf
Baptism of Blair Graydon Golding, daughter of Christopher and Pamela Golding
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Prayer Chain
Have A Prayer Request? Submit your prayer request to
the Prayer Chain. Names will also be read as part of
the Sunday Prayers of the People. Submit your prayer
request at https://www.pcmorristown.org.

Caregiver Group
Are you caring for an ill or aging loved one? Come
join our support community of those who “get it.”
All are welcome at any time. Fridays, 1pm on Zoom
Contact Sarah Green for details.
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
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Patrick Allred
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

On Sunday, October 18, our High School Youth Ministry celebrated the baptism of Griffin Thomas, one
of our class of 2020 confirmands and current High
School Freshman. After the baptism, our High
Schoolers met for a short devotional thought as we
remembered our baptism. It was an incredibly special way to remember that all of us, no matter how
young or old, are sealed in the eternal love of God.

After Griffin’s baptism, a handful of our High
School families walked in nourish.NJ’s virtual
Hunger Walk. It was great way to see Morristown
in a new way as nourish.NJ provided a virtual map
with stories of individuals who benefit from their
wonderful organization. It is such a blessing to be a
part of a ministry that serves our neighbors and
community with no questions asked.

Sunday School is reopening in November! Students must
register in advance. We have been blessed with many sunny
Wednesdays this fall to enjoy our midweek program outside
in the parking lot! We have painted rocks for the patients at
the Carol Simon Cancer Center and decorated pumpkins. We
have created some beautiful decorated crosses and played lots of games all while learning
about Moses and his deliverance of the Israelite people with God’s unwavering guidance and
love. We have enjoyed music instruction with Mr. AP and played musical chairs
and danced!
Our programs look different this fall but they don’t feel different. Our children
enjoy being together, learning and laughing. We are blessed to be able to
meet each week.
Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian Education
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H O P E F O R T H E J O U R N E Y:

HELPING NEIGHBORS IN NEED

Operation
Gratitude
Letter writing to military service members and/or first responders will take
place in November 1-25 with two options:
You may write a postcard online and
Veterans United will print it out and
send it to Operation Gratitude (OG) for
distribution. This option can be accessed
here:
https://www.veteransunited.com/
operation-gratitude/

The Outreach Committee is organizing PCM’s
second food drive of the year for Interfaith
Food Pantry from November 1- 30. They
continue to experience great need. Monetary
donations can be given online using this link:
https://mcifp.harnessapp.com/wv2/
campaign/2655

OR by sending a check to PCM with
‘Interfaith Food Pantry’ on the memo
line.

OR

Current food needs are listed on their
website at: mcifp.org. Food donations can
be dropped off in a bin on the porch at
the Parish House Monday–Thursday from
9:00am to 3:00pm

You may write letters and mail them to
the church: PCM, 65 South Street, Morristown, NJ 07960 Please write
‘Operation Gratitude’ on the envelope. The letters will be compiled and
sent to OG in a group. Operation Gratitude does not want individual letters
sent directly to them.

OR at IFP headquarters at 2 Executive
Drive in Morris Plains, Monday-Friday
9:30am -4:30pm.

Our church has enthusiastically taken
part in this letter writing campaign in
past years, and this is one activity we can
still safely do during Covid.

C

O

Clothing Bank

Thank you for your participation… in
thanking our nation’s heroes.
Questions? Email Donna Tomlinson at:
htdt56@yahoo.com

Please hold all clothing
donations until further notice!
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Presbyterian Church
Nursery School
Our PCNS family enjoyed a very
different October. The pumpkin
patch came to our garden adding
fall fun to our month. Thanks to
Country Mile Gardens for helping
us recreate this traditional activity. Children wore their Halloween
costumes to school, and classes
enjoyed parties in their rooms.
All of our classes will work on
Thanksgiving themed projects this
month, hear stories about this holiday and make some special treats
to share at home with their families. November, as always brings a chance for all of us
here at PCNS to be thankful. During this difficult year, we are keenly aware of things in
our lives that make us grateful: our school is open and safe, our children, families and
staff are healthy, and PCM is supportive of our school in so many ways. Thank you to
all who help make it possible to run our Nursery School every day.
We wish everyone at PCM a very Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving!
Check out the updated PCNS web page which includes a
video showing our new routine to keep everyone safe.

https://www.pcnsmorristown.org/

Presbyterian Church Nursery School Director
Jeanne Mueller
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
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Baptisms
Blair Graydon Golding,
daughter of Christopher
and Pamela Golding

The
Parish

Logan George Schimpf,
son of Marissa Huston Schimpf
and Paul Schimpf

Register

Deaths
Harold “Hal” Crosthwaite
John "Jack" Nichols

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Dr. Edward Halldorson,
Bridge Interim Minister
ehalldorson@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org
Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistants
Sarah Galo
sgalo@pcmorristown.org
Julie Hess
jhess@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org
Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

Fresh Traditional®
Worship
Sunday Mornings
November 1
All Saints Day
Worship Online
November 8
Special Jazz Service
Worship Online
November 15
Worship Online
November 22
Worship Online
November 29
1st Sunday of Advent
Worship Online
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