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A Prayer for the New Year

Creator of all time and space,
hallow the dawning of this New Year
which breaks upon us like every new year—
fraught with the unknown, ripe with possibility—
and unlike any new year,
flowing as it does from timeless months of pandemic.
We have grown weary with a weariness sleep cannot touch,
but we trust the words of our Savior
that all who are weary and heavy-laden find rest in Him.
Lead us beside the still waters that can restore our souls,
and fill us with a fresh hope grounded in your steadfast love.
As we continue to trod the paths of transition,
walk beside us with your steadying presence.
Whisper to us again of your Kingdom drawn near
and of the particular labor you have for us in your plentiful harvest.
Uncloud our vision and take down the barrier of our pride,
so we may see ourselves clearly:
the rich gifts we possess to share
and the shadows we carry, calling out for growth.
Unstop our ears to the voices of our neighbors,
crying out for assistance, for compassion, for justice.
Move us beyond mere charity to reform broken systems.
Open our hearts to new relationships and to allow them to change us.
Knit us together across time and space into the Body of Christ.
Nurture our bonds of kinship as a church family,
and speed the day
when we can safely rejoice and worship together face-to-face.
We give you all thanks and praise, Gracious One. Amen.
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Update from the
Re-Entry Task Force
It has been an unusual Advent,
and we are all glad to welcome a
new year with renewed hope
that this year will be better than
the last. One key update for
December was that the Session
approved the 2021 budget,
which includes HVAC upgrades
and a variety of other supports to
ensure that our worship services
and other programs will be able
to re-open as soon and safely as
possible.

Re-Entry Task Force Members
We are members of Session representing multiple
committees, meeting regularly to organize and safely launch in-person worship at PCM.
Task Force Members: Christy Allison – Co-chair, Ken
Clark – Co-chair, David Darcy, Wendy Doidge, Lisa
Fraebel, Ed Halldorson, Kevin Hubbard, Jenny
Tooley, and Susan Wood.
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The Re-Entry Task Force is continuing to meet to finalize the procedures to re-open. One thing
remains clear – it will take a
larger than normal team of
volunteers to make this happen!
The exact roles and numbers are
still under development, but the
setup and operation of in-person
worship will be a team effort.
Please prayerfully consider
whether you would be willing
and able to serve when we have
more details.

As we bid Ed Halldorson farewell
and welcome Leslie DobbsAllsopp, we continue to look forward to a time when we can
worship together.

Virtual Sunday Morning Seminars
“A Reconciling Life"
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Sheffield
Select Sundays in January, 9:00am on Zoom
Sign up through the PCM website to receive log in details.

In her final Sunday Adult Class Joanne Miller said that the story and celebration of Christmas
brings "transcendent emotion, "feelings that enable us to experience things far beyond ourselves. Further she called us to reclaim the Advent message of repentance and restoring relationships in our lives. This course carries out these thoughts by looking again at the Apostle
Paul, who experienced a "transcendent" moment that led him to declare that reconciliation
was at the heart of living as a Christian. Looking at words throughout Paul's letters, this course
explores his life and the way his struggle to live out reconciliation can impact us today.
January 10 "At the Heart" Reconciliation is at the heart of Paul's writing. But we also can see
that reconciliation was for him and is now for us a life-long work.
January 17 "Unanswered Question" The relationship between younger generations and the
church is one of dis-ease and distance. Is a reconciliation possible? Paul's letter to a younger
member of the church, II Timothy, will form the basis of our discussion.
January 24 "Church Fights" One could say that conflicts in congregations and throughout
the young church were at the heart of nearly all of Paul's correspondence. He called on them
in each instance to find a way to reconcile. In our time of conflict throughout the church
how do Paul's particular pieces of advice become living words for us as Christians and in
PCUSA?
January 31 "A Remaining Struggle" In the brief letter of Philemon, Paul takes on the problem of slavery and the relationship between a believing master and believing slave. Can we see
any light from Paul that can shine on our persistent problems of slavery and race?
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Sheffield served as pastor to the Presbyterian Church in Morristown from
1973 to 2001. For the next 16 years he served the Presbytery of Denver as Presbytery Pastor,
retiring in 2017. His work there included caring for ministers and congregations in all times of
their lives, supporting the formation and strengthening of new worshipping communities including many who worship in languages other than English, and encouraging numerous missions including a partnership with the Presbytery of Zimbabwe. Currently he serves as coconvener of the Presbyterian Church (USA)'s Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique Mission Network and was named Pastor Emeritus of PCM in 2019. Tom is a graduate of The College of
Wooster (BA). Princeton Theological Seminary (MDiv) and Drew University Theological School
(DMin). Kathy and Tom live in Toms River, New Jersey.
4

The Bridge Interim Pastor’s Corner
The Reverend Dr. Edward Halldorson
To the Session, Staff and Congregation of the Presbyterian Church of
Morristown,
Thank you for your support and encouragement through these past four
months. The plan was that we would work together between the time
David left for a new position in Indianapolis and the Session selected an
Interim Pastor, who will guide you through this next stage of this journey.
It has been a wonderful experience for me.
Needless to say, 2020 was already a trying and challenging year. When I arrived in the fall, your
session and staff were hard at work finding ways of engaging members in the life of the church
while a pandemic was raging on throughout the world. We have learned to hold session
meetings, adult education classes, and staff meetings on ZOOM. While it is unsafe for many
people to gather in the church facilities, the midweek program for children and teens met
faithfully outside during the fall. Church School started up again on November 1. The Nursery
School hasn’t skipped a beat since it reopened in September!
Each week, a dedicated team of members and staff are committed to creating a worship experience that members and friends can access on line throughout the week. It has been my privilege to be part of that team through these months. It is very gratifying to hear from people
from all over this country, who have been touched by those services of worship.
My last time to be with you in worship is Christmas Eve. I hope you are able to enjoy both that
Candlelight service and the Children’s Pageant that will be available to you.
The Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp will begin her ministry with you January 1st. I am so grateful to
have had this opportunity to be with the Morristown Church, and I look forward to hearing
about the journey that lies ahead for you as a congregation.
God bless you,
Ed Halldorson

WELCOME LESLIE!
Here are two wonderful opportunities to get to
know our new Interim Senior Pastor Leslie DobbsAllsopp. Stay tuned for details!
 1/10 at an 11:00am Zoom coffee hour
 1/15 at a virtual “Happy Hour” from
5:00-6:00 pm
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“Healing the Nation: A Dream of Hope and Unity”

“…He who works against the community is
working against the whole of creation.
Therefore, if I respond to hate, I do
nothing but intensify the cleavage in
broken community. I can only close the gap
in broken community by meeting hate with
love.”
Monday, January 18

8:00am – 36th Annual Interfaith Breakfast
with Panel Discussion
12:00pm – 51st Annual Service of
Celebration
Both events will be virtual and available to
view on the Facebook page of The Martin
Luther King Observance Committee
(www.facebook.com/
MLKObservanceCommittee).
2020 showed us that the vision and legacy
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. are as
vital as ever. Come be inspired, and lend
your support to this important local
observance.
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Morris Area Together
Vern Verhoef

There are some vision statements which are a call to action. The Presbyterian Church in Morristown (PCM) Vision Statement “Community That Matters” is one such statement. The word
community inspires us to think within and beyond the membership of PCM. If our church is to
“matter” beyond our church family we must be aware of the needs and disparities of the larger
community within which we are embedded.
Several members of our church have now engaged with a budding, non-partisan community
organizing effort —“Morris Area Together”. Through the summer and fall, Morris Area leaders
held a listening campaign in which we heard about the deepest concerns of more than 2400 of
our neighbors. As a result many PCM members are becoming involved in more concrete issues
such as disparities in housing, criminal justice, mental health/addiction and jobs/education.
Together with other faith and community leaders we are developing the power to act both
locally and statewide – collaborating most recently on a statewide push to eliminate
mandatory minimum sentencing for non-violent offenses and to achieve driver’s license
suspension reform.
We have only begun to scratch the surface but
momentum is building. The goal is to launch “Morris
Area Together” with an initial set of priorities sometime
in early 2021. In addition to me, twelve others from our
congregation have been involved in these efforts. There
is room at the table for you and we welcome you.
Leadership training is available. The time for joining
together to help our neighbors in Morris County is
NOW! Contact Vern Verhoef or Marnie Kaller for
additional information.
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New Jersey Together is a
growing, broad-based
coalition in northern New
Jersey. We are multi-faith,
multi-issue, and strictly
non-partisan. We partner
with religious
congregations,
non-profits, neighborhood
organizations, and parent
groups to develop leaders,
strengthen communities
and seek justice.

Stewardship:
Our Children.
Our Community.
Our Commitment.
This year’s Stewardship campaign focused on the
future of our congregation – the children. And
while 2020 certainly was a year some would like
not to remember, we must not forget the present.
It is in these difficult times that the love and grace
of Jesus Christ shine through. The continuing mission of this congregation is alive and well, from our
online Sunday services, to small group studies,
Sunday School, Midweek, Ringers and choirs – all
of which have thrived and which pave the way to a
fuller reopening of our facilities in the near future.
We are all charged to be good stewards of God’s
gifts, or as Luke said: “From everyone who has
been given much, much will be demanded; and
from the one who has been entrusted much, much
more will be asked.” You are the life of this church,
and your pledges and your commitment enable us
to remain active and to continue to spread Christ’s message throughout the greater Morristown community.
The “official” Stewardship campaign is over, but we are short of our campaign goal. Pledges to
date total about 85% of that goal. We need your help. If you have not done so already, please
pledge now. You can pledge online at the Stewardship 2021 link https://
www.pcmorristown.org/2020/09/08/stewardship-2021/, or by sending your pledge card to
the church office. If you need a pledge card, call the church office, 973-538-1776, or write to
Alexandra Mead at amead@pcmorristown.org.
Prayer Chain
Have a prayer request? Submit your prayer request to
the Prayer Chain. Names will also be read as part of
the Sunday Prayers of the People. Submit your prayer
request at https://www.pcmorristown.org.
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Blood Drive
PCM Parish House Gym
Thursday, January 21
11:00am to 4:00pm
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter
PCMorristown to schedule
an appointment.
Come to give and get a $5 Dunkin Donuts card while supplies last.

Caregiver Group
Are you caring for an ill or aging loved one? Come
join our support community of those who “get it.”
All are welcome at any time. Fridays, 1pm on Zoom
Contact Sarah Green for details.
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

VIRTUAL COOKING
CLASS
German Style!
Saturday, January 23 via Zoom,
5:00 pm
This virtual cooking class is FREE,
but registration is required.
http://pcmorristown.org/register
Join us in a virtual cooking class
and follow along with Chef Bill
Leahy as he leads us in trying our hand at German cuisine in keeping with our theme of learning international techniques. You provide your own ingredients. Bill will
provide the recipes and online demonstration.
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Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian Education

We had three vibrant Advent groups in December studying Spiritual Practices for the Season.
Here is a favorite excerpt:
“The dog is barking, the phone is ringing, there’s someone at the door, and dirty
dishes fill the sink. The edges of our souls are starting to fray and unravel.
Where do we even begin to try and settle our frazzled nerves?
We begin by centering ourselves on the words of Psalm
46: ‘Be still and know that I am God!’ Take a few
moments to let God still the storm, and then facing all
those myriad tasks won’t seem so daunting after all.
Centering prayer finds its roots in early Christianity. It is a
form of contemplative prayer that directs our energy toward God, centering our spirit on God’s Spirit. Centering
prayer offers us a way to still the blustering winds that
buffet us about, to withdraw to a quiet place within ourselves, even if we are in the middle of a storm--literally.
You don’t have to take a lot of time, but make it quality time. You are, after all,
in dialogue with the Almighty. Isn’t that worth some extra effort?”
As the new year begins, remember to take some time for yourself, time with God. Happy New
Year!

Interested in joining a small group/Bible study? Please
contact Alexandra Mead at amead@pcmorristown.org.
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Patrick Allred
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

Most of us have been anticipating this new year and closing the book on 2020 for some time.
At my house, Christmas decorations were already up by Thanksgiving in the hope that we
could somehow make January 1 arrive a little bit quicker. 2021 is a big year for us, our families,
our community, our church, our country, and our world as whole. You probably spent a few
more minutes in the last days of December thinking about resolutions or spent a few more moments in prayer for the health and safety of humankind. I have, too. Advent gives us the opportunity to reflect on the year that has left us a little worse for wear, but in turn, filled us with
hope for what is to come. After the year we've been through, it was extra comforting to remember that Christ was born to redeem and restore all of creation and that God still knows us
and remembers us.
Now that Advent has come and gone, what’s next? Now that the new year is finally here, what
do we do? John 1:10-18, The Gospel lesson this past Sunday, invites us to live into the new reality that only Jesus brings to humankind. The Gospel of John invites us to remember that Jesus
was with God in the beginning forming all of creation, and that all of us are a part of that creation as children of God. The Gospel of John reminds us that Jesus is full of grace and truth, and
invites us to live in the reality that we have been given “grace upon grace.” Friends, as we enter into a new year that feels heavier than most, know that you are loved and remembered by
Christ. Let us extend grace to others as it has been extended to us, and let us set our hope on
the Kingdom of God that is being ushered into our world by Jesus Christ.

A note of thanks to members of the congregation who
made financial donations for flowers this past year. We
appreciate your generosity and kindness!
Sheldon Rajkumar
and the Worship
and Music Committee
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After three-and-a-half years at PCM, I am beginning my chaplaincy residency at Morristown Medical Center in January. I will always
be grateful for PCM and how it has allowed
me the time and space to pursue my Master
of Divinity. I have not only been supported by
my co-workers, but by the congregation as
well. I will dearly miss the PCM community.
Sarah Galo and her furry office assistant
Roary

TRANSITIONS:
A NEW JOURNEY
Has the pandemic left you
furloughed, unemployed, or
under-employed? Are you
ready for a new opportunity but
not sure where to start in this economy? If there is sufficient interest, we will start a support
group for those in career transition beginning in the new year. The group will combine both
practical and emotional support to help you get through this challenging
time. Interested? Contact Rev. Sarah Green at sgreen@pcmorristown.org.

Interested in Video Production?
Join us!

Calling all: Videographers, Audio techs,
Video Editors and Production Assistants
Please indicate what (if any) equipment you
have.
You will receive:
 Hands-on experience
 Training from A/V professionals
 Credit for your work

Crew Call
Audio/Video
Production
Team

Send your reel, resume, website, or social
media handles to Cali at
cwoods@pcmorristown.org.
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Session Notes December 2020
Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session


Rev. Green and the Session thanked the outgoing Elders, Class of 2021, who have faithfully
served and guided our church through the crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic:
Ken Clark, David Darcy, Jose De Los Santos, Cheryl Maginley, Sheldon Rajkumar,
Donna Tomlinson, and Bill San Filippo. This has been a time like no other in recent
memory.



Rev. Green and the Session welcomed incoming Elders, Class of 2024: Liz Annis, Gretchen
Cotnoir, Janet Foster (Class of 2023), Karen Griffith, Michael Karl, Ken Novitsky, and Bob
Spurr.



Session voted on and approved the budget for 2021.



The Safety and Security Team has been updating our guidelines and procedures, making
the necessary adjustments for the colder weather and the need to move indoors, and in
accordance with the Presbytery of Newton guidelines.



Session voted to remove a number of inactive members from the roll due to their request,
out-of-date contact information, or lack of response to inquiries.



Treasurer Karen May presented a Memorandum of Understanding between PCM and the
Nursery School that explains the relationship and responsibilities of both parties to the
other. It is an effort to formalize procedures and expectations in our special relationship
with our program.



Management & Administration has agreed to allow full time staff to carry over unused vacation days from 2020 into the first six months of 2021. This is due to the extraordinary
circumstances of the pandemic.



Session expressed its gratitude to Rev. Halldorson for stepping in during this time of transition so ably. It is a joy to work with him. His preaching was relatable, on point, and enjoyed
by those near and far. Thank you for taking us through the wilderness; we look forward to
your return when we are in person. Blessings to you and your family.
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Presbyterian Church
Nursery School

Our classrooms were full of Christmas
cheer in December. Children enjoyed
making gifts for their families, gave
wonderful holiday concerts (which were
filmed and sent to parents) and listened
to Christmas stories in our classrooms.
All these special activities brought 2020
to a close with smiles and holiday
warmth.
Which brings us to the beginning of a new year….bring on 2021! We wish both our PCNS families and the PCM community a very happy and very healthy 2021. The Nursery School will reopen on January 4. The winter months will hopefully continue safely here and we plan to remain
open every day.
We will hold our priority registration on January 15 for presently enrolled children, legacies and
church members. Please note, we will again be offering a 5% tuition discount for church members. Open Registration will be held the following Friday, January 22.
The Presbyterian Church Nursery School offers a nurturing and stimulating atmosphere for
young children. We offer the children an opportunity for emotional, physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual development in a Christian environment. Our students learn through play, which is
the best way for children to learn. We also have lots of fun while preparing them for the journey ahead in Kindergarten.
We have classes for 2.5 , 3 and 4 year olds. For the next school year, we hope to return to our
wonderful enrichments including special gross motor, yoga, music and Bible story programs
each month. In addition, we will have an optional Lunch Bunch program where children bring
lunch to school and stay until 1:00 pm. We plan to offer after school enrichment programs in
science, art, music and yoga if all returns to normal. Time will tell as we move through 2021.
We will be offering a convenient
online form again this year for our
registration. Details will be
announced on our website:
www.pcnsmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School Director
Jeanne Mueller
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
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The

IT'S NOT TOO LATE
IF YOU MISSED
CONSECRATION SUNDAY,
YOU CAN STILL MAKE YOUR
2021 PLEDGE ONLINE!

Parish

Deaths
Florence Andersen
Irma Parkin

Register

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org
Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistant
Julie Hess
jhess@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

Reopening
for Winter 2021
Carol Johnson
and Sharon Guthrie

Presbyterian Women are pleased to announce Jan's Closet
will be open the Second Saturday of each month from
January to March 2021 to distribute winter clothing to
members of our community. Thanks to the work done
with the Safety Committee and Session, the events will
take place in Sheffield Hall with ample space, hand
sanitizers, masks and social distancing to allow a safe
experience for all who come. We have a large variety of
new and gently used men's, women's and children's
clothing and look forward to getting them out to those in
need. The hours are 10:00am – 11:30am, January 9,
February 13 and March 13. At this time we are not accepting donations, but will post updates if there is a need
for additional clothing in February. Questions? Contact
Carol Johnson at carolsjohn@aol.com.
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Fresh Traditional®
Worship
Sunday Mornings
January 3
Worship Online
with Communion
January 10
Worship Online
January 17
Worship Online
January 24
Worship Online
January 31
Worship Online

