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ASH WEDNESDAY
February 17

"Drive-Through"
Imposition
of Ashes
Church on the Green
12:00-1:00 pm
&
5:30-6:30 pm
A brief service of
worship will also be
available online.

Stay tuned for more information about Lenten Small Groups
and Daily Devotionals in your ChurchMail.

Interim Minister
Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp

Grace and peace to you!
I am writing this from the office exactly 15 days into this interim pastorate.
The staff have been warm and welcoming, as have many of you. I have two
taped sermons under my belt. It’s been a whirlwind, but I’m settling in. I had
the opportunity to be on a Zoom coffee hour with some of you on January 10th and will (I
hope!) be on a Happy Hour Zoom with some of you this evening. I live in Princeton NJ, about an
hour away, and am still figuring out what my office schedule will be, but I hope to be here at
least two days a week, depending upon pandemic realities. We tape worship on Wednesdays,
and a lot of the staff tends to be on site that day. Last year I worked remotely from March until
the end of December. My husband and I spent much of that time working from our house in
Oriental, NC. It was a gift to be living on the water and enjoying warm weather well into December. It was hard to come back to NJ, even for an opportunity like this. HOWEVER… I didn’t
realize how much I missed office life and staff interactions and people to talk to until I got here
to PCM. I’m an extraverted person and am energized by being around other people. It is a joy
to be in the office and listen to the background noise of a nursery school. It feels like a little
taste of normal!
Here are some first impressions. You are fortunate in having a gifted, committed, and talented
staff. Your buildings are in great shape. Your volunteer leaders are also gifted and committed.
God has blessed you with many resources. You will be fine. I am aware that some people are
worried that PCM has been slow in its return to in person worship, that somehow we are lagging behind. I know that neighboring congregations had reopened for in person worship for a
short time, but then closed down again during this new Covid wave. In my previous role as a
presbytery leader, I was keeping tabs on 78 congregations in 2 presbyteries, and I want to assure you that you are not behind. Many nursery schools have not reopened. Many youth and
children’s programs will remain virtual for the rest of this year. Many congregations are planning for their buildings to remain closed for worship until at least the fall. You have done well
in making careful and thoughtful decisions about worship, programming, and building use.
Paul’s metaphor of the church as the body of Christ has been my guiding principle in this pandemic season. Paul reminds us that every part of the body is vital for the body to flourish. The
more vulnerable parts of the body of Christ must be honored and protected for the whole
body to be healthy and strong. We will keep in mind the health and safety of every member of
this particular body of Christ when planning for worship and programming.
My role here as interim pastor is to plan for and lead worship, to share in pastoral care, to
oversee and equip the church staff, to moderate session, to liaise and work with appropriate
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committees, and to help you with the discernment process the Presbytery of Newton asks of
all of its congregations in pastoral transition. That discernment will be necessary to receive the
COM’s permission to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee who will begin the search for your
called and installed pastor.
I tell my interim congregations that they can practice their hospitality on me, so that they’ve
honed that skill for their new called and installed pastor. I am new here, and if there’s something you want me to know or learn, you will need to tell me. I do not know what I do not
know! Please feel free to email me at ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org. I hope you will call
me Leslie. I Look forward to meeting you, whether it’s waving across the parking lot, talking on
the phone, or via Our Friend Zoom.
Blessings,
Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp
The Session of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown calls the Annual Congregational
Meeting for Sunday, February 14, 2021 at 11:00am on Zoom to receive the annual
committee reports, present the 2021 budget, review of the pastors’ terms of call,
select a Nominating Committee, and other business which may rightly come
before the congregation.
See ChurchMail for registration info or go to pcmorristown.org/register.

As we begin Lent, join the Presbyterian tradition of giving generously to the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering! Give through our website; send a check (memo: OGHS); or text OGHS to
91999. We will dedicate our offering on Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021. Learn more at
www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs.
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Update from the
Re-Entry Task Force
When will be able to worship in the Sanctuary? What will worship look like during the “new
normal?” The ReEntry Task Force (RETF) has created proposals for safe in-person worship
and a date to begin worship, keeping in mind that all plans are still COVID dependent!
When we are able to return to the Sanctuary, worship will look and feel a bit different.
We will use a registration system to make contract tracing easier should we need it. There will
be a large screen and projector to project the previously recorded music and lay scripture
reading, as well as the text of the scripture being read aloud during the service (in lieu of Bibles
in the pews). The pastors will have masks and gloves and stand behind a plexiglass shield,
while we in the congregation will be socially distanced and wearing masks, of course! There
will be some “behind the scenes” improvements to the Sanctuary, including MERV-13 filters
and UV sterilization lamps installed in the existing ductwork. Doors, windows and ceiling vents
will remain open for increased natural air circulation.
The RETF is currently planning for a “dry run” worship service on April 25. This will be a
chance to test our registration system and the actual flow of people in the sanctuary. The service itself will consist of the pre-taped service projected onto the new screen. If all goes well
(and COVID permitting!) Session has approved our first “live” service on May 9 or 16. We will
continue with one or two services a month over the summer and hope to return to our regular
schedule in September. Please note that we will need many volunteers to make in-person worship a success. New volunteer roles will include people to take temperatures and check in
members of the congregation who have pre-registered. Ushers will have expanded responsibilities. We hope you will prayerfully consider volunteering!
Still have questions? Please contact one of the RETF members: Christy Allison, Ken
Clark (co-chairs), David Darcy, Wendy Doidge, Lisa Fraebel, Kevin Hubbard, Jenny Tooley, Sue
Wood.

TRANSITIONS:
A NEW JOURNEY
Has the pandemic left you
furloughed, unemployed, or
under-employed? Are you
ready for a new opportunity but
not sure where to start in this economy? If there is sufficient interest, we will start a support
group for those in career transition beginning in the new year. The group will combine both
practical and emotional support to help you get through this challenging time. Interested?
Contact Rev. Sarah Green at sgreen@pcmorristown.org.
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OPERATION LOVE
Operation Love is the Christmas season project between our church and the Church of God in
Christ. The program was adapted for Covid restrictions this year, but our congregation was
more generous than ever. The Outreach Committee passes along this letter of gratitude from
Jean Johnson, Founder and Assistant Director of the Operation Love program, to everyone at
the Presbyterian Church in Morristown.
“With your support Operation Love was blessed to assist 100 families, 78 seniors,
and 25 clients of the Mental Health Association.
Each family was given a $ 50 ShopRite Gift Card and $50 Walmart card
Each senior was given a $ 35 ShopRite Card and a $25 Walmart card
Each client of the MHA was given a $ 20 ShopRite Card and a $ 20 Walmart card
Each teen (13-19 years old) was given at $ 20 Walmart card
Each child from 5-12 was given a “Five Below” card in the amount of $ 10
Each child from newborn through age 4 was given a pair of pajamas
In addition, EACH person was given a hat, gloves, scarf and socks.
We could not have accomplished this without your support and again want to thank you
on behalf of all the recipients. We hope that you have a blessed, prosperous and healthy New
Year.”

RISE AND SHINE
Rise and Shine with the Breakfast Bag program created by nourish.NJ. We need your help with
this breakfast outreach. Our Outreach Committee has always supported the Soup Kitchen, now
nourish.NJ, and we are committed to help them provide a nutritious start to every day for more
than one hundred guests who visit the Morristown site for assistance. Our church will be
providing 50 bags per month. We began our participation in January and it will be ongoing for
the foreseeable future on the 4th Thursday of every month (our church’s original volunteer day
before Covid).
We welcome financial contributions through checks made out to the church and sent to the
Parish House (specify Breakfast Bags on memo line of check). You may also contribute to this
program online at the church website through Breeze (under Breakfast Bags in the drop down
menu). Your contributions may be in any amount; each bag costs less than $3.00 and a donation of $25.00 will provide 9 bags; $50.00, 18 bags, and so on...
Please help us help others who are in such need of food, especially during the pandemic when
we cannot serve them in person. We know the generosity of this church, and we thank you all
in advance. If you have questions, please contact. Marnie Kaller (973-285-0391;
marniekaller@gmail.com) or Vicky Willson (973-615-2077; vickywillson@mac.com).
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
NURSERY SCHOOL
Our school recently held its annual
priority and open registrations for the 2021/22 school
year, and we have a few openings remaining. Contact
Director Jeanne Mueller at 973-540-1114 or
jmueller@pcmorristown.org to arrange a Zoom call or
after hour video tour. Please check out our website:
www.pcnsmorristown.org for more
information on the school.
All of our classes love the month of February. Children
learn about love and hearts as we all celebrate Valentine’s Day! It brings some warmth into the cold season of
winter. The children enjoy creating Valentines for their
families and friends here at PCNS. February is also a time
to learn about kindness and making friends – our school
is proud of our ability to assist children in the development of social skills and empathy. We celebrate the kindness we find in our classrooms each day.

Brothers Ben and Eli Wright
meet up for a quick hug
after PCNS class time!

Brief Message Regarding
Mental Illness/Addiction
Are you or someone you love afflicted with mental illness or an
addiction? By all accounts from professionals who serve this
population, these afflictions are on a steep rise in Morris County. Sadly, many who desperately need help are unable to seek
out the services they need due to problems such as stigma,
cost, transportation, knowledge of available services, etc. If you are facing any of the above
issues, please share your story with us – Morris Area Together. Under the auspices of NJ Together we want to hear your stories, work with those who provide services and advocate for
more support where needed. Confidentiality and anonymity are strictly observed. Take a
short survey at https://www.pcmorristown.org/2020/05/05/announcements/
#mentalhealthsurvey.
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Session Notes January 2021
Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session
 Session approved the 2020 Statistical Report. The report provides

a snapshot of the congregation to our denomination; e.g.: baptisms, member gains and losses. It is the report upon which our
yearly per capita is based. Upon confirmation, each member has
the responsibility of paying a per capita. Your $40 is divided, with
the General Assembly receiving $8.98, the Synod $4.10, and our
Presbytery $26.92. Some of the monies cover operating costs,
but locally much of it goes to our presbytery’s local mission.
 Treasurer Karen May updated the Session on our overall finances
as we ended 2020. More on this in her annual report.
 Session approved one year renewable terms of office for Wendy
Doidge, Clerk of Session and for treasurer Karen May.

The
Parish
Register
Deaths
Sally Coulson
Norman Hayward

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org
Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistant
Julie Hess
jhess@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

Sunday Morning Seminar
Illuminating the Psalms:
Images for the Faithful from
Medieval Europe with Jean
Sorabella
February 21 and 28

Rich in poetic imagery but slim in story matter, the psalms are
not easy to illustrate. Yet medieval copies of psalm texts,
lettered and embellished by hand, match words and pictures in
surprising ways. This two-part series examines a handful of
manuscripts that bear witness to the imagination and devotion
of scribes, artists and the praying faithful from the 9th century
to the eve of the Reformation.
Jean Sorabella is an independent art historian and writer. She
earned her doctorate at Columbia University. Jean taught at
Columbia University, Smith College, and Providence College, and
currently lectures at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She has
led previous seminars at the Presbyterian Church on representations of the Nativity and the material world of Martin Luther.
Sign up for a Zoom link through pcmorristown.org or
ChurchMail.
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Fresh Traditional®
Worship
Sunday Mornings
February 7
Worship Online
with Communion
February 14
Worship Online
February 21
Worship Online
February 28
Worship Online

