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PCM volunteers made 100 Rise & Shine breakfast bags for
nourish.NJ recently. Thank you to everyone who donated!
Details on page 8

Interim Minister
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp

Grace and peace to you!

It’s been some time since you all have searched for an installed pastor, so I’d like to provide a
broad overview. Our denomination’s search process takes prayer and time. There is a Newton
Presbytery process to follow during this transitional/interim time. The Newton Presbytery has
created a Discernment Process for Congregations, which will take between 4-6 months for our
congregation to complete. The first step is for the session to appoint a small Discernment
Team, who will work with me to lead the Discernment Process. There will be opportunities for
congregation members to engage in the work of discernment. It will be a creative challenge to
retrofit the process for these pandemic times, since it presumes gathering-but we’ll figure it
out! You’ve done this discernment work before in interim times: it includes prayer, timelines,
demographics, listening to scripture, the Holy Spirit, and to each other. The Discernment Process will culminate in a written report to be submitted to the appropriate Presbytery committees.
After the Presbytery has received and approved the written report, they will give permission
for the church to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). We will call a congregational
meeting to elect the Pastor Nominating Committee. Once elected and trained, the PNC will
write the Ministry Information Form (MIF). The MIF is the document used for the PC(USA)
matching process between pastors seeking calls and congregations seeking pastors. The PNC
will utilize that matching process as well as other means to cast the widest possible net.
In my previous work as a presbytery leader I was the conversation partner for several pastors
who were ready to seek a new call but did not feel they could leave their current congregations
during the pandemic emergency. I have a sense that there will be many pastors seeking new
calls right around the time that you will be seeking a new pastor. How long will all of this take?
God knows, and we don’t! As an interim pastor I’ve watched churches rush through the search
process, only to call a pastor who is a poor fit. Let’s not do that! I look forward to working
through the discernment process with this congregation. It will give me an opportunity to meet
and get to know more of you.
Blessings,
Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp, Interim Pastor
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Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
The Reverend Sarah Green
One Year
This month brings us to the sobering milestone of one year since our initial coronavirus lockdown here in New Jersey. One year since we last worshipped and sang
together in person. One year without handshakes or hugs or sitting close to someone who isn’t
family. One year of constant evaluation and reevaluation of the risk in everyday activities. One
year of uncertainty, stress, and grief.
This Lent, we’re leaning into the lessons of this past year as we prepare ourselves for the new
life we celebrate at Easter, the new life we have in Christ, the new life we’ll grow into as a congregation as wider vaccination shifts us into yet another iteration of living with COVID-19. So, I
offer up a random few of my own musings as we mark this anniversary:
Be mindful of the trauma—mine, yours, ours. In Galatians 6:2, the Apostle Paul tells us,
“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” This
year has burdened and scarred us all in different ways, and the effects of what we’ve
experienced will continue to crop up unexpectedly. When a recent snow closed Nathan’s daycare, I was caught off-guard by a flood of emotions and flashbacks from early
lockdown—chaos, fear, helplessness, anxiety, the white-hot stress of juggling jobs and
childcare, and the claustrophobia of a 2-bedroom apartment grown impossibly small.
It was surprising and intense. May we be gentle and loving with one another—we’re
carrying a lot.
Hear God’s call to justice—it’s ringing louder than ever. Isaiah 1:17 exhorts us: “learn to do
good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.”
The pandemic has only increased the urgency for us to stand with those at the margins
and to challenge the systems of injustice we have perpetuated. May we find fresh
ways to put our faith in action.
Priorities are slippery things, especially when life gets overwhelming. In the Gospel of
Mark, Jesus rebukes Peter, “you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things” (8:33). I think the pandemic has made it harder than ever to keep our focus on divine things. So much has come at us, it’s hard to keep up. May we take this
moment as a chance to reexamine our priorities and reset ourselves again.
What have you been learning? What are your musings? I’d love to hear them.
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Lenten Services—See Weekly Update or website for details
3/7 Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp preaching, “Tables Overturned”
3/14 Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp preaching, “Lean into the Light”
3/ 21 Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp preaching, “New Life”
Holy Week
3/28 Palm Sunday: Rev. Sarah Green preaching
4/1 Maundy Thursday: Zoom potluck with at home communion 6:30pm
4/2 Good Friday: Labyrinth and Stations of the Cross
4/4 Easter Sunday: Rev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp preaching, “New Life”
6:30 am Sunrise Service in the Cemetery. (Bring a chair!)
8:00 am release of Easter Worship

Emergency assistance. Disaster recovery. Food. Economic opportunity. Demand for
these things has skyrocketed
during this pandemic year, and, along with countless local churches and non-profit partners,
our denomination’s assistance programs have responded. Now, we have the opportunity to
provide them with vital financial support to continue their work in these uncertain times.
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering funds the critical ministries of Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), and Self-Development of People
(SDOP). Collectively, these programs improve the lives of millions of people across the United
States and around the globe who lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. Last spring, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance also touched
the lives of hungry people right here in Morristown. Our Outreach Committee applied for and
received a $2000 PDA emergency grant to benefit nourish.NJ, the Interfaith Food Pantry, and
Table of Hope.
Learn more about the impact of One Great Hour of Sharing and how this offering multiplies
around the globe by visiting the OGHS website (pcusa.org/oghs). While you’re there, we encourage you to offer prayers for the people and projects who benefit from our gifts.
Scripture reminds us time and again that God’s people belong with those in need: releasing
people from the bonds of injustice, feeding the hungry, welcoming the homeless, giving water
to the thirsty, visiting the imprisoned. Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we can do just that.
In light of all the challenges this past year has brought, let us give generously. You can give
through PCM’s website; send a check (memo: OGHS) to the church office; or text OGHS to
91999. We will dedicate our offering on Palm Sunday, March 28.
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Re-Entry Task Force Update (Christy Allison and Ken Clark, co-chairs)
As part of our commitment to regular updates, here is the latest from the Re-Entry Task Force
(RETF).
Members of the staff and the Worship and Music Committee have come to the RETF with a
proposed change in approach for our on-line presence as we continue to plan for our return to
in-person worship. Originally, we had planned to continue our pre-recorded virtual worship
services with the goal of eventually transitioning to “live-streaming” on an on-going basis. The
thought was that it would be too difficult to go directly to high quality “live-streaming” that
we’d want for those unable to attend in person.
At last week's RETF meeting, Matt Webb and Sheldon Rajkumar reviewed a proposal that they
had requested that would allow for a multi-camera system, covering all areas of the Chancel,
Sanctuary and Narthex. Using this set-up, "live streaming" to our website, Facebook and other
social media would be available for our worship services, weddings, memorial services, concerts and other events held in our sanctuary. The Task Force agreed that this is the direction
that we want to go for our future.
Matt and Sheldon made the same presentation at last week’s Session meeting. Session agreed
that requests for additional proposals and bids would be sent out over the next month with
the goal of having a vote on a recommended proposal at the March Session meeting. A key
factor in weighing each proposal will be the timing of a potential installation - our May goal to
start in-person worship remains the same.

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro
Director of Children's Music
The Midweek Music program (Bel Melodia and Bel Canto) has shifted in recent weeks as we
strive to find new musical endeavors during a time of pandemic. To ensure that Midweek Music continues to teach musical skills while ensuring the safety of the children, Mr. A-P has created weekly personalized lessons for each child who chooses to participate. Parents sign up
for a 10 minute time slot between 4:00 and 6:00pm on Tuesday, during which Mr. A-P works
with each individual child on improving their note reading abilities, ear training, and even piano skills, if they so choose. Sign-ups occur every week so as to ensure maximum flexibility
during these trying times and any new students are always welcome to join, even on a trial
basis. We hope to virtually see more of your children in the coming weeks!
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Each of us sees the world through the lens of our
own history of experiences. From an early age, our
gender and race, the attitudes and behavior of
family and friends, our religious and personal beliefs all tend to shape the way we see the world,
defining our attitudes and the stereotypes we hold
about others we know less well. At this time in our history when ideologies often pull people
apart, the Diversity Coalition of Morris County, comprised of more than 30 local faith based organizations, believes in the importance of celebrating diversity, sharing the common belief that
all people should be treated with dignity, respect, and understanding.
In order to further our goal of connecting people to celebrate diversity, The Diversity Coalition
of Morris County is offering monthly free, online, interactive programs via Zoom for all who
want to attend. Advance registration by evite is required, and an invitation will be sent out to
PCM members via the Outreach Committee. Currently we are offering Multicultural Cooking
Classes and a Children’s Book series. Previous classes can be viewed on our facebook page
(facebook.com/diversitydaymc). All classes are Sundays at 4pm, generally the first and third
Sundays of the month except for around Easter.
Cooking Classes-Our January 2021 cooking class featured Southern Style Collard Greens and
Cornbread in honor of Martin Luther King Day. Our February class was Asian Style Dumplings in
celebration of the Chinese New Year. In preparation for Easter, our March 21 class will be Resurrection Rolls and Granola Parfaits. Our programs encourage interaction and discussion among
participants, children and adults. All recipes and ingredients will be sent out in advance to those
registered.
Multicultural Children’s Books- This series is most appealing to families with children in the 312 year-old age range. The stories are short, fitting the attention span of young listeners, but
the messages run deep, offering time for reflection. Sessions will be recorded, and edited versions can be seen on our facebook page. Here are the upcoming dates for the series:
Sunday March 7 at 4pm, Eyes that Kiss in the Corners, by Joanna Ho, the story of an Asian American child that celebrates Asian eyes and demonstrates the deep bonds we hold with family and
ancestors.

Sunday April 11 at 4pm, Last Stop on Market Street, by Matt delaPena, the story of a young
boy and his grandma en route to a soup kitchen, exploring diversity and the role that
helping others plays in the quality of one’s life.
Hope to see you all online!
Beverly Tignor,
Diversity Coalition Co-Chair
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Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian Education
On Sunday, March 21 at 12:30pm please join us
in the Parish House parking lot for a fun Lenten
craft. We will be set up on tables outside so
weather permitting we will have a wonderful
gathering.
On March 28, Palm Sunday at 12:30pm please
join us for an Easter Egg hunt at the Church on
the Green. We will have two groupings, ages up
to 5 years and 6 years and up, again weather permitting.
It is important that you RSVP to Alexandra Mead
if you are able to join in the fun.
amead@pcmorristown.org.
Midweek and
Sunday School
made 86 cards
for our service
men and
women
overseas!

I hope to see you soon!
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Midweek
made a big,
beautiful
welcome card
for Pastor
Leslie.

RISE AND SHINE
Many thanks to our volunteers and congregation for donating money in support and helping to pack 100 Rise &
Shine Breakfast Bags for distribution to guests of nourish.NJ in January. Your generosity has made such an impact, especially during the Covid pandemic. If you have not yet donated or have any questions, please contact Marnie Kaller at
marniekaller@gmail.com or Vicky Willson at vickywillson@mac.com. We are so grateful to you
all for helping to feed those in need in our area, and Heidi Griffee from nourish.NJ and all of the
organization feel the same way as well. Heidi writes:
On behalf of nourish.NJ and the many guests we serve, I would like to send you a heartfelt
thank you for supporting our breakfast program by purchasing, assembling, and delivering 100
breakfast bags for our guests! We hear from so many of our families that it really is a relief to
have breakfast ready for the next day. Your efforts are truly making a difference in the lives of
many.
Recently, with the help of our community we have been able to assist even more neighbors in
need. During the pandemic we have:
⭑served more than 200 meals, every single day, to our most vulnerable community
members
⭑delivered thousands of bags of groceries to people living in lower-income and senior
housing to ensure they have the food and household supplies they need during the
shutdown
⭑provided services for households struggling with unemployment, eviction and social
isolation
⭑partnered with Morristown Medical Center to ensure anyone experiencing homelessness who tests positive for COVID-19 has a safe place to quarantine and has the food
and supplies they need to recover fully
Though we’ve adapted to best address the present crisis, we know this pandemic will have a
long-term impact on the communities we serve for years to come. Your support makes our
work possible.
Wishing you health and happiness.
Sincerely,
Heidi Griffee
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Patrick Allred
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

Attention, PCM!
On March 14 from 4:00 – 5:00 pm, our
youth ministry is inviting you to gather on
Zoom for a night of fun and trivia in an
effort to raise awareness about our Youth
Ministry’s mission programs. This event will
take the place of our annual Chili Cook-Off
Fundraiser. Even though it’s going to look
different than it has in the past, our youth
ministry still wanted a time where we could
gather together and highlight some of the
mission efforts that our students have participated in over the year. We will not be asking for
any donations this year as your support through prayer will be more than enough. However, if
you would still like to make a donation to our Youth Ministry’s mission efforts, you can do so
through Breeze or indicating as such on cash or check contributions.
Our youth have worked incredibly hard to put this event together. We’ll have two rounds
of trivia broken up by breakout and category. Some of the categories include Bible, History,
and TV and Film. You’ll also see some pictures of our youth ministry in action over the year. I
hope to see you there! Thank you supporting the Youth Ministry at PCM!

CBS filmed a pilot in Morristown
recently called Ways and Means
with Patrick Dempsey. A small village of
studio trailers filled our Parish House
parking lot. Thank you everyone for your
patience over those two days in February. PCM was paid for the opportunity
which gave the budget a nice little boost.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
NURSERY SCHOOL
The Nursery School expects to stay open this March! It was one
year ago on March 13 that we had to close our doors for the remainder of the school year. This year, with our COVID protocols
strictly followed, we have successfully stayed OPEN despite some
snow days in January.
As usual in March, silly leprechauns cause some mischief in our
classrooms as we all celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. We are hoping
for an early spring this year! Children in each class will enjoy
learning about rainbows and spring weather in March. We will
experience our very first virtual field trip. Each Pre-K class learns
about the solar system and will enjoy a Zoomed Rocket Ship Trip
via the Raritan Valley Community College Planetarium right here in
Sheffield Hall. We want to keep the learning happening and this is always an exciting topic for
our 4 year old students.
We also have parent/teacher conferences in March. We appreciate the opportunity to have an
in-depth conversation with our parents – albeit via Zoom this year.
We are excited to plant some vegetables and flowers this spring in our container garden which
was originally started by Grow It Green. It is located on the side of the Parish House and is usually tended by our Garden Club with Farmer Tina at Grow It Green Morristown. Until that enrichment program comes back, each of our classes will be planting something to grow in the
garden. We will share our progress next month if we can get our seeds to grow!

Spring Clean-Up
March 13 and March 20
Join us for some outside work at the Church on the Green. We will be
weeding, pruning, collecting leaves, spreading mulch, etc. Time to
spruce up our grounds as we prepare for Easter. Subsequent dates
may be April 10 and 17, in the event we still have some exterior work. To sign up click here.
Questions? Contact Sue Wood at qswood42@gmail.com.
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The

Session Notes February 2021
Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session






Ordination and Installation of Deacons on January 21 via Zoom:
Jason Lawlor, Neill Hamilton, Carole Ramsey, and Christine Volinsky. Karen Crooks and Nancy Shearer were installed to serve as
members of the Class of 2024 at the same time.
Ordination and Installation of Elders on January 21 via Zoom: Liz
Annis, Gretchen Cotnoir, Karen Griffith, Ken Novitsky, and Bob
Spurr, Class of 2024. Also installed was Janet Foster, Class of
2023, completing another’s term.
The Minutes of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown for 2019
and 2020 were approved, without exception.

Click here for all the notes, including a Presbytery update.

Parish
Register
Births
Shane Meyer,
to Ryan and
Lahra Meyer
Deaths
Peg Ebel
George Ebel

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Nancy Alessio
nlalessio@pcmorristown.org
Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistant
Julie Hess
jhess@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

Sunday Morning Seminar

Sunday Mornings

On March 21 and March 28 The Reverend
Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp and Dr. Matthew
Webb will explore Bach's St. John Passion in
the Virtual Sunday Morning Seminar.

Fresh Traditional®
Worship

This oratorio sets poetry and texts
from the Gospel of John to
dramatic music to tell the story of
the betrayal and suffering of Jesus.
Don't miss this opportunity to enRev. Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp hance your appreciation for Bach's
masterpiece and to deepen your
connection to this central story of
our faith. Look for more details
at pcmorristown.org

Dr. Matthew Webb
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March 7
Worship Online
with Communion
March 14
Worship Online
March 21
Worship Online
March 28
Palm Sunday
Worship Online

