Tower
Tidings
Community That Matters
VOLUME LIV

May 2021

NUMBER 5

Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!

Photo by Bruce Frazier

Easter Sunrise Service in the graveyard
Outdoor worship at the Parish House begins May 9! See p. 6 for details

Interim Senior Pastor
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp

Grace and peace to you!
Early in the chilly morning we gathered in the historic cemetery for an Easter Sunrise
Service. As I stood at the podium looking out at the small, hardy congregation, bundled up and
sitting in their folding chairs, I had to take a moment. I couldn’t speak because I had a lump in
my throat. We were worshiping together, in person, for the first time in more than a year. It
felt like resurrection. I knew in my bones it was time for us to figure out how to safely worship
together again. To my great joy, the session has unanimously voted to provide for outdoor in
person worship at 10:00 am, beginning on May 9th, weather permitting.
We will be worshiping in the Parish House parking lot at 10:00 am on May 9, 16, 23, and
30. How wonderful to be together again at last! The session will make worship venue decisions
a month at a time, with the intention of moving back into the sanctuary as soon as possible.
The worship and program staff will continue to pre-record worship services for the duration of
the time we are scheduled to worship outdoors, because... some of us will not yet be ready to
worship in a group setting... it might rain one Sunday morning… the cicadas might be too loud!
Our usual rhythm of releasing a pre-recorded service on Sunday mornings will ensure
ongoing access to worship. I am grateful to the program and worship staff for the extra time
and effort that this will entail. But there’s even more to the story...
Jesus told us to go out into all the world to spread the good news, and we are! Access to
worship online has been crucial in this time of COVID, and our online community now extends
far and wide. We want to continue our relationship with everyone who has reached us online,
and to that end I’m delighted to report that the session has contracted with Somerset Media to
place cameras and technical equipment in the sanctuary to enable live streaming of our
worship services. Once we return to the sanctuary our community will include those who
attend worship in person and those who will join us in real time via the live stream. As you can
imagine there are a lot of moving pieces to this giant puzzle. We ask for grace, patience, and
your prayers as we sort it all out. Please keep watching church mail and the website for
updates.
Blessings,
Interim Pastor Leslie
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Jesus, I have tried, I have tried to be small
enough, I have tried to be shiny, I have tried to
be worthy, but every time I press myself with
by Rev. Emily Kegler
the imprint of someone else’s expectations it
from A Rhythm of Prayer, a Collection of
Meditations for Renewal, Sarah Bessey, editor misses the mark and I am left off-centre.
So here I am, Lord. A quarter clinking around in
Jesus, I am lost.
the bottom of the divine washing machine. A
nickel dropped under the car seat, ground into a
They told me to follow you and I did – to the
gritty floor. A penny, slipping from a pocket,
edges, to the margins, to the humble and
rolled into a corner under the bed where dust
grieving, to the oppressed and slandered, to
mites and bobby pins are my only fellow
where you always showed you were – and
believers.
when I called back to them to show with joy
what I had found, to celebrate what had been
Jesus, I need to see the broom in your hands. I
restored, they called me lost instead.
want to hear you turning over each empty
pitcher and shaking out every neatly folded
They call me wanderer, they call me
sheet. I need to see your belly pressed against
stubborn, they call me black sheep. It was
the floor and your dark eyes peering into my
supposed to be all green pastures and still
own darkness. You know darkness,
waters, it was supposed to be all
Lord. It doesn’t scare you. You
restored souls, but all I could
made it. Long before your hands
taste were my unattended
were bound in wrinkles and veins,
doubts, and all that bubbled
you crafted night and day, and you
up were troubled waters of
are afraid of neither. But I am lost,
unanswered questions, and for
and I am afraid.
asking them, the shepherd said
my soul was wrong.
Lord, they call me lost, and if I am, I want
They call me sinner, they call me wasteful, they you to find me the way you found the world:
nicked at the edges, dusty and rusty, called
call me prodigal, and Jesus, I do not know how
to tell them the riches they say I stole when I left unwanted and unworthy, and still your hands
reached out to cradle every worthless coin like
the house of God turned out to be pig slop.
each was a pearl of great price.
I do not know how to tell them how like you,

For All the So-Called Lost

I shared meals with sex workers, and it was a
feast of unending grace.

Jesus, in the congregation of the forgotten
corner I am finding I am not alone. We are
Jesus, today I heard how pennies can’t be made the church of the still lost in the lost and
found. So when you come, bring a satchel ready
of copper anymore because the amount of
to collect what longs for home. Jesus, for
copper needed to make a penny is more
expensive than a penny is worth, and Lord, I feel every sheep and coin and child called Lost, may
it. They ask me to be something smaller, to be you pull us close and whisper, “Found.”
pressed down into something worth less, to be
Submitted by
crushed into something worthless.
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
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Sunday Morning Seminar
May 2, 2021, 9:00 am
Presbyterian Church in Morristown & Morris Area Together
Come learn more from your fellow PCM members about how
Morris Area Together is working to advance justice and equity
in Morris County and to address the top concerns of our community.
Find out why your friends have gotten involved.

Be inspired!
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Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
The Reverend Sarah Green

Matthew 25 & Morris Area Together
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” – Matthew 25:40
Back in another life, just before the pandemic, our Session voted to become a Matthew
25 congregation. By doing so, we joined Presbyterian churches across the country in a
commitment to:

Build congregational vitality by challenging people to deepen their faith by getting
actively and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.

Dismantle structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems,
practices, and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice, and oppression
of people of color.
Eradicate systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans, and structures
in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of poor people.
Being a Matthew 25 church builds on our own vision of being a “Community That
Matters” and expands on many of our past mission involvements.
We haven’t talked much about Matthew 25 in the past year—because, pandemic—but
our commitment remains. Since last spring, a growing number of PCM members have been
helping birth a new, local community organizing initiative which is a perfect expression of our
Matthew 25 status. Now, Morris Area Together will publicly launch on May 10, and I couldn’t
be more excited and filled with hope! This non-partisan coalition of more than 18 religious
congregations and non-profits in Morris County will work together to address common
concerns in our communities and to advance the cause of equity and justice. Our initial
priorities focus on racial disparities in Morris County’s justice system, transportation for
those seeking mental health services, and additional funding for homelessness prevention
and services.
You can help advance this vital partnership with our neighbors simply by showing up to
the virtual launch on May 10. Your supportive presence will speak volumes to our local
officials and encourage them to work with us to improve life for all in Morris County.
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Motion from the Re-Entry Task Force (RETF)
Begin In-Person Outdoor Worship on Sunday, May 9, 2021
The Re-Entry Task Force offers the following motion for approval
of the Session of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown:


To begin in-person worship outdoors in the Parish House parking lot,
beginning on May 9, 2021 at 10:00 am and continuing weekly, weather
permitting, until COVID rates improve and worship in the sanctuary is safer.
The Safety Criteria for Outdoor Worship, approved by Session, would be followed
with the following proposed changes:


Communion would be celebrated using individual communion packets



Limited and controlled access to the Parish House rest rooms
will be available



To continue to produce pre-recorded and edited worship videos for those
unable to attend in person, as well as to have available in case of rain. Once the
live-streaming system is operational, live-streamed services (with or without a
congregation) will replace the pre-recorded and edited videos.
Upon approval of this motion, a walk-through of the set-up and procedures will
take place on April 25th in the parking lot and any additional set-up and attendance
procedures will be defined and distributed.
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Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian Education

Palm Sunday
Easter Egg Hunt
at the
Church
on the Green

Vacation Bible School
registration is open!
Children and youth ages 3-12 are invited to join us:
August 16th to the 21st
from 9:15am – 12:15pm
This will be a fun and exciting day program at the Parish House.
The cost is $40 per child (children must be potty trained).
The VBS Ambassador Program is also open to youth entering grades 6-7
who enjoy working with children.

Register at VBS PCMorristown 2021
Questions? Need more info? Contact Alexandra amead@pcmorristown.org
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Confirmation Class
2021

Patrick Allred
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

I’m incredibly excited to celebrate our 2021 Confirmation Class on May 16th!
Our confirmands have done a great job this year navigating the “in-between” world of
in-person and virtual events of the program. The group has had …




most of their classes on Zoom
a virtual group mission trip working with YSOP (our normal ministry partner that our
confirmands work with every year)
and mentor meetings that were exclusively online.

They participated in worship, either as an acolyte or watching our services at home, and
helped with a number of service projects across our church. All of this, as well as
managing their own “in-between” worlds with school and extra-curricular activities.
I encourage you all to write these confirmands a note and congratulate them! They are
wonderful students and will continue to bless our church and communities.
This year's confirmation class has been a constant reminder that in an ever-changing world,
God is always present and active in our lives and in the life of the church. Let us all be
uplifted by this year’s confirmation class, and take the time to remember our own
baptism and time of confirmation.

Confirmation Class 2021:
Top - Kyler Krajcsovics,
Daniella Geary, Calum McBain,
Katherine Williams,
Kevin Slaman

Middle - Sean Curnow,
Molly Oberding
Bottom - Jack Cotnoir,
Damian Oberding, Colin Hoppes
Not Pictured - Derrick Hoover,
Rebecca Ondrejcak
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Live streaming
is coming!

At the Special Session Meeting
on April 15, the following motion,
presented by the Worship and Music Committee with the full support
of the leadership of the Communications Committee, was approved:
Moved that the Session enter into a contract with Somerset Media Group
for the purchase of live streaming equipment and concomitant support
for the purpose of live streaming from the Sanctuary.

We are excited to share that our multi-camera live streaming setup will provide the
same high quality visuals that our members and friends have come to expect while
watching the last year of recorded services. We spent months meeting with vendors
and talking with other churches about the vendors and their experiences before
deciding on Somerset Media Group (SMG). SMG has over ten years of experience
working with churches to provide live streaming equipment with outstanding results,
and we look forward to our partnership with them.
In the near future we will be putting together a tech team, and arranging for training
with SMG. We look forward to having you on the team! Information on how to get
involved will go out in church mail and upcoming issues of Tower Tidings.
Need information right now? Contact Lisa Fraebel lwfrabel@gmail.com
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An outdoor flea market to recycle clean clothes and accessories!
at the Parish House parking lot
On Saturday, May 15 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Mother’s Day is May 9th
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Give Us Your Best Shot!
Ever heard of Breeze?
Many of you have - you’ve used it to pay
your Pledge or make a donation. Some of you
may have used it to look up a member’s contact
information. For those of you who don’t know,
Breeze is our Church Management System used to track membership and contact
information, contributions, attendance, mailing lists - all kinds of information!
All members of the congregation can have access to Breeze to make financial
contributions, to look up other members' contact information and to update portions
of their own listings, including contact information and their PHOTOS! Currently,
there are many directory listings without a photo. As we make plans to see each other
in person in the not-too-distant future, wouldn’t it be nice to be able to match a face
with a name, or a name with a face? Breeze can help us do that.
The Community and Membership Committee and the Communications
Committee are co-sponsoring a “Give Us Your Best Shot” drive to get Breeze updated
to be a more useful directory. We encourage each member to send individual and/or
family photos (landscape view preferably) to Jenny Tooley (jennytool@gmail.com) so
the photos can be added to Breeze. If you can access Breeze now, you can add it
yourself!
Want to learn more? Over the next month or so, we plan to include mini Breeze
updates in selected issues of Churchmail.
Don’t worry if you miss one - we’ll also have
a blog on the website where you can find all
of the updates in one place.
In the meantime, please say “Cheese!”
and give us your best shot!
Jenny Tooley
Chair, Communications Committee
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Join the Interfaith Food Pantry Network Drive!
May 9 - 23, 2021
Hunger has only intensified in Morris County with the onslaught of COVID. That is
because a family of four (two adults, two children) has to earn $84,500.00/year to be able to
live here and achieve self-sufficiency. This is no small feat with the loss of jobs and widespread
illness during the pandemic. Since 1994, however, The Interfaith Food Pantry Network (IFPN)
has picked up the gauntlet and fought fiercely to save families from starvation and/or deepest
poverty. In that process it has grown to become the largest provider of emergency food and
supplies in Morris County. More than 1.2 million pounds of food were given to families in need
in 2020, as well as help in many areas: development of skills, education, nutrition and health,
long term programs, and access to medical care. Yet, according to Carolyn Lake, the Executive
Director of IFPN, “There is much work to do and we need your help!”
This is where you, our congregation, comes in. Since its inception, the Presbyterian
Church in Morristown has been a faithful supporter of IFPN. One of the ways we contribute to
the well-being of our neighbors in need is through our annual May Food Drive for IFPN,
This year our Food Drive will run from Sunday, May 9 to Sunday, May 23rd.
Collection bins for food will be available on the Parish House porch during these two weeks:
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
sponsored by the Outreach Committee. If an in-person church service does happen in May
during this collection period, there will be food bins at the service location. The list of food
items most needed now by IFPN can be found below.
We also welcome financial donations: checks, noted for IFPN, can be sent to the Parish
House (65 South St., Morristown, NJ 07960); credit cards can be used on Breeze which will
have a drop down menu for IPFN. There will also be an Amazon Wish List for ordering food to
be sent to the Parish House (watch for link in church mail). This will be a church community
effort which includes not only the adults but also participation of the nursery school families
and our youth groups. We are deeply grateful for all the ways that this church family supports
our community. We know we can count on you to be as generous as possible!
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“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
(Galatians 6:2)

Current Food Needs of
the Interfaith Food Pantry Network:
Dry Milk (1 qt pkg.), Evaporated Milk
Soups (hearty, low sodium & condensed)
Canned Fruit
Cereal (low sugar, high fiber)
Hamburger Helper, Rice-a Roni/Pasta-Roni, Mac & Cheese
Pasta & Tomato Sauce/Tomato products
Canned Vegetables & Beans (all types but green)
Canned Meats/Meals, Ravioli, Hash, Stew, Chili, & Tuna
Peanut Butter & Jelly in plastic jars
Boost, Boost Glucose Control, Ensure or Glucerna
Baby Food-Stage 1, 2 & 3 Fruits, Vegetables, Meats & Meals
*Consider low-salt, low-sugar and gluten-free items as well as regular.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
The Outreach Committee feels so blessed and grateful to our congregation for
their outpouring of love and donations to The One Great Hour Of Sharing.
We have received $2,690.00 to date,
an amount that compares favorably to last year’s donation,
when COVID was in its beginning stage.
We are deeply touched by your generosity and willingness to give hope and
help to those who need it so badly.
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Jan's Closet Donations List
Jan's Closet accepts new and gently used clothing for men, women and children.

For Spring/Summer season – April – September:







Lightweight jackets, raincoats and sweaters for men, women and children
Summer shirts, shorts, lightweight pants and jeans for men and boys
Summer skirts, pants, shorts, jeans, blouses and dresses for women and girls
Summer shoes, sandals and sneakers for men, women and children
Nightwear
Belts, handbags and baseball caps

For Fall/Winter season – October – March:







Warmer coats and sweaters for men, women and children
Winter shirts, pants and jeans for men and boys
Winter skirts, pants, jeans and dresses for women and girls
Winter shoes and boots for men, women and children
Nightwear
Belts, handbags, scarves, hats and gloves

We also accept small/travel size toiletries such as soap,
toothpaste, deodorant, and shampoo.
We also accept costume jewelry – bracelets, necklaces
and earrings.
Please no used underwear or bathing suits.
We are not accepting men's suits at this time.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Every spring, several scholarships are available through PCM for high school seniors
and others seeking higher education. Applications are available online .
The Cobb and Betty Green Jones Scholarships
Overseen by the PCM Finance Committee, these two scholarship are awarded
to confirmed members of the congregation accepted as full-time students
at an institution of higher learning. Deadline June 6.
Contact: Lisa Fraebel at office@pcmorristown.org
Presbyterian Women Memorial Scholarship
Each year Presbyterian Women awards scholarship money to members age 17
and older who are furthering their education. Deadline June 6.
Contact: Sherry Guthrie at sharon.guthrie28@gmail.com
The Eklund Scholarship
Students interested in applying for The Eklund Scholarship may obtain an
application by visiting the Church website at www.pcmorristown.org/scholarships/ or
the Community Foundation of New Jersey website.
Applications are to be submitted
directly to the Community
Foundation of New Jersey
by June 4. Selection of the recipient(s)
of The Eklund Scholarship will be at the sole
discretion of the Community Foundation
of New Jersey and all information will be
kept in strict confidence. For inquires,
please contact Faith Krueger at the
Community Foundation of New Jersey
at 973-267-5533 x3002 or
fkrueger@cfnj.org.

All scholarships will be presented on Recognition Sunday in late June.
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Save the date and consider a relaxing
outdoor hiking adventure!
The Community and Membership committee is
preparing for summer with our first 2021 hiking
event for people of all abilities and interest.
We are evaluating local parks for a good place to
start. For now just hold the afternoon of
Saturday June 5th
and more details will come in the weeks ahead.
Questions? Need more info?
Please reach out to Bob Spurr
at raspurrgel@gmail.com

Session Notes April 2021

Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session

On April 11,2021, at the Special Congregational Meeting…
 elected Elder Craig Barth to serve an unexpired term as a member of the
Class of 2024
On April 15, 2021, Session…
 approved the motion of the Worship & Music Committee to enter into a contract
with Somerset Media Group for cameras and technical equipment for live streaming
worship from the Sanctuary of the Church on the Green.
On April 22, 2021, Session…

 installed Craig Barth as Elder
 approved Laura Geary as PCM Financial Secretary
 approved the motion of the Re-Entry Task Force to begin in person worship outdoors
at the Parish House for 4 Sundays in May, the 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th.

Click here for all the notes, including a Presbytery update.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
NURSERY SCHOOL
Jeanne Mueller
Presbyterian Church Nursery School Director

The Presbyterian Church Nursery School is always excited to prepare for Mother’s Day
in May. The preschool moms will not be able to come for sweet treats here in the
classrooms as we normally do but the children will be making some special gifts to take
home. We will share videos of any singing that classes do for the Mother’s Day
celebrations. We will be sure to make
all the moms feel special that day!
Spring has been kind to the Nursery
School and we have enjoyed some nice
weather days outside on the
playground. On the other hand, the
winter weather was not kind to our toys
outside! At this time, we are looking for
new or very gently used items for the
playground: riding toys, tricycles, large
toys trucks for outside digging fun,
sandbox toys like shovels, buckets, etc.
Please contact Mrs. Mueller at
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
if you are able to donate something for the playground!

We bid farewell—with great
thanks—to Nancylynne Alessio
and we welcome Laura Geary
as our new Finance Secretary!
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Important May Dates
2356911 16 20 23 -

Inquirers’ Class 1:00 pm (zoom)
Monday committee meetings 7:00 pm (zoom)
Worship & Music committee 7:00 pm (zoom)
Thursday committee meetings 7:00 pm (zoom)
outdoor worship at the Parish House begins
Tower Tidings deadline for June
outdoor worship at the Parish House; Confirmation Sunday
Session meeting 7:00 pm (zoom)
outdoor worship at the Parish House
Sunday School ends for the summer
26 - Midweek ends for the summer—ice cream party!
30 - outdoor worship at the Parish House
THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Laura Geary
lgeary@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Interim
Administrative Assistant
Lisa Fraebel
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org
Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
19

65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

The deadline for Tower Tidings is the second Tuesday of the month prior to the publication date.

Sunday Mornings
Fresh Traditional® Worship
May 2
Worship Online
May 9
10:00 am Worship outside
at the Parish House*
May 16
10:00 am Worship outside
at the Parish House*

Good Friday at the
Church on the Green:
Walking the Labyrinth

May 23
10:00 am Worship outside
at the Parish House*

and
Stations of the Cross:
Pandemic Hope

May 30
10:00 am Worship outside
at the Parish House*

with artwork by
Mary Button

*Online service available at 8:00 am
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