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Come and worship!
(in the Sanctuary at last)

Photos by Bruce Frazier

All are welcome!

See more pictures from our June 13, 2021 service of worship in the Sanctuary, p. 5

Interim Senior Pastor
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
As you know, we returned to worship in the sanctuary on June 13th.
It was a joyful day! I am grateful to the Session, the Safety Team, the
Re-entry Task Force, and the staff, who worked so diligently on the re-entry logistics. For the
present we will continue to ask people to register for worship. We will continue to observe
spacing guidelines within the sanctuary, and we will continue to ask people to wear masks in
our buildings to protect the youngest and most vulnerable members of our community. By
the time you read this, Somerset Media will have installed the live-streaming equipment in
the sanctuary. We will learn how to lead worship while live-streaming! I have a sense that’s
quite different from the pre-recording we have been doing. We have contracted with
Somerset Media to train volunteer video technicians to operate the new live streaming
cameras. If you are a “behind the scenes” person, and you can push a button on a console,
joining our new live-streaming tech crew might just be your ministry. Somerset Media will
provide training, and no previous experience is necessary.
If you get a chance, please stop in Sheffield Hall before the end of July and behold the
PCM Timeline. If you have not yet added your post it notes to the Timeline, there’s still time!
The Timeline is one of the steps in the Presbytery's required Discernment Process. The next
step in the Discernment Process will be a series of small group conversations that will take
place towards the end of July, dates yet to be determined.

Looking ahead towards the fall, I’ve been giving some thought to what “hybrid life”
might look like here at PCM. Zoom will continue to be a useful part of our ministry toolbox.
Some of our committees and small groups might find it more convenient to stay completely
online. Some groups will want to explore a hybrid model of in person and online presence at
meetings and events. We will be “hybridizing” worship, with online worshipers joining us
when the live stream is up and running. Our community will have greater opportunities to
serve and participate in the life of the church if both online and in person options are
available when appropriate.
As we emerge from our COVID cocoons, many of us are planning to travel for the first
time in over a year. We are visiting family, we are taking postponed vacations. The Session
and its committees plan to take a hiatus this summer. We all need a time of rest and
restoration after the past year and a half. Our bodies and our spirits need time and space to
heal. Whatever your plans are this summer, be gentle with yourselves, and remember, God
commands us to rest!
Blessings,
Interim Pastor Leslie
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Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
The Reverend Sarah Green
Matthew 25: Dismantling Structural Racism
In June, I reflected on our first focus area as a Matthew 25 church:
building congregational vitality. How are we “catching fire” for the gospel and growing
more vibrant in our discipleship? This month, I’d like to turn our attention to the second
major focus of the Matthew 25 initiative: dismantling structural racism.
Thanks to our Undoing Racism team, past Sunday Morning Seminar speakers, and the
book studies Matt Webb lead last year, we’re not brand new to the conversation about
structural racism in our country. But if we are to live into our Matthew 25 commitment and
our own vision statement to be “vocal around issues that matter”—like racism—then we
have barely begun to talk and to act together. Opportunity abounds; we need only the
boldness to step up and meet it.
When Jesus turned over tables in the temple, healed on the Sabbath, and interacted
with Samaritans, he challenged structures and traditions which were created and
maintained to benefit some and oppress others. As Christ’s followers, we are called to do
the same. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s anti-racism policy states: “Racism is a lie
about our fellow human beings, for it says that some are less than others. It is also a lie
about God, for it falsely claims that God favors parts of creation over the entirety of
creation. Because of our biblical understanding of who God is and what God intends for
humanity, the PC(USA) must stand against, speak against and work against racism.
Anti-racist effort is not optional for Christians. It is an essential aspect of Christian
discipleship, without which we fail to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.”
Our calling involves not only seeing how structural racism plays out across our country,
but even more so how it is at work in our own community, where arguably we can have the
greatest impact for change. For example, how did African-Americans, Hispanics, and whites
come to live in such segregated neighborhoods in Morristown and Morris Township, and
what sustains those divisions today? What causes African-Americans in Morris County to
be twenty-two times more likely to be incarcerated in state prison than whites? How is all
the development in town affecting our diversity? How have we at PCM,
either intentionally or unintentionally, persisted in shaping ourselves as a
white-dominant church for nearly 300 years, even when many of our
members wish we had greater diversity? Racism isn’t a distant or merely
academic problem—it’s right here, marring the image of God in our
neighbors, in our friends, in our church members, in us.
So what next steps can we take, in faith, to do something about it?
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
The installation of our new live streaming system
is underway and we’re all very excited about the
new opportunities to share our worship experiences and other events. Although we believe
that the system will be easy to operate, it will not run itself! Ideally, we’d like to have a team
trained to operate the system. Team members would take turns covering Sunday worship and
other events.
Volunteers do NOT need a technical background! If you can follow along with the bulletin
and push buttons, you’re qualified! Training will be provided and volunteers will work in teams
of two. We’ll begin live-streaming our services in early July and the first training sessions will be
scheduled soon.
Ready to help? Contact Carolyn Crosthwaite vertical7@optonline.net.

Remember the Sabbath Day
Come to me all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.
Matthew 11:28-30

Dr. Matthew Webb
Director of Music

For many of us, rest is something that comes last on our to-do lists. As a bit of a perfectionist,
I often feel guilty if I’m not doing something productive. My strong work ethic sometimes leads
to an unbalanced life. I am learning that rest is not an option, and that it is a literal command
from God. Imagine not doing anything as a means of communion with God. This is an important
piece of theology that we should always encourage in our community of faith.
After nine years and many large projects and transitions, I need to honor the Sabbath in my
work by accepting the rest I require. I am blessed that the Management & Administration
committee has granted me a six-week sabbatical from July 19 through August 30. I will be
taking this time to rest and disconnect from my work at PCM, hoping to return rejuvenated
and ready to jump into the fall.
Thank you for your support over the past fifteenth months of extraordinary life during
pandemic. It is a joy to serve at PCM as we work together to create a community that matters.
I look forward to the upcoming time of rest and a joyous return in the fall.
Grace and Peace –
Matt
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All photos by Bruce Frazier
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KENYA CALLING!!

Eastleigh Presbyterian Church

Does the idea of renewing and re-establishing
a partnership with Eastleigh Presbyterian
Church of East Africa in Nairobi, Kenya
interest you? Would you like to be part of a
team to determine how the sister church
relationship with the Eastleigh Church
might unfold? The Presbyterian Church in
Morristown previously had a relationship
with Eastleigh for several years through the
Newton/Nairobi Partnership.

With your help, the Outreach Committee has allocated $2,000 to the Nairobi Partnership
for 2021. Financial support is important, but partnership has at its heart mutuality:
giving and receiving, teaching and learning, listening and speaking. Please consider
this opportunity to join in partnership with the global church, coming together as
one body in Christ.
For more information, contact Marnie Kaller, 973.285.0391 or marniekaller@gmail.com

KUDOS AND GRATITUDE
to our wonderful congregation, friends, families,
nursery school and Sunday School children/adults,
youth, staff and everyone who helped Outreach achieve
its goal for food donations to the Interfaith Food Pantry
Network (IFPN) in May.

We were able to give the IFPN 752 pounds of food
on May 27th, which meant that the total amount our church has given to the Pantry
during the last 15 years is 20,752 pounds. Wow! That is an impressive amount you
have donated, and we are eternally grateful for such outpouring of love and help. In
addition, $825.00 in cash was collected for the Pantry for purchase of special items
not already donated. And checks are still coming in. We are overwhelmed!
As we are told in Galatians 6:2:
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
And so you have...Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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VOLUNTEER - MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
As we move out of the pandemic, we’re excited to announce some
volunteer experiences once again! If you are interested in
volunteering please read below. For anyone still not
comfortable convening in person, we have at-home opportunities
from nourish.NJ for you to give back to our community.
NOTE: Our organizations are making sure to take
safety precautions for all volunteer opportunities.

Market Street Mission (MSM)
In-Person Opportunities

nourish.NJ (nNJ)
At-Home Opportunities
for Individuals, Families and Friends

NOTE: To volunteer you must first attend
a volunteer orientation at MSM
at 9 Market St., Morristown.

Purple Apron Meal Kits
Make a Meal Kit at home by providing
nNJ recipe ingredients to a family
in need of dinner. Drop off kit at nNJ.
Sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090b4ea4a728aaf94-purple.

Serve Meals to residents and guests.
Lunch: Mon – Sun, 11:45am – 12:45pm
Dinner: Mon – Sat, 4:45pm – 6:15pm,
Sundays 3:45pm – 5:15pm

Purposeful Acts of Kindness Kits
Make a PAK Kit at home by providing
requested necessities to help those in
need. Drop off kit at nNJ.
Sign up link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090b4ea4a728aaf94-purposeful.

Thrift Store
Help sort, organize, sweep and dust.
Questions? Contact Karen Griffith
kgriffith32@aol.com.
Ready to help? Contact Volunteer
Coordinator, Debbie McKenna
dmckenna@marketstreet.org.

Questions? Contact Julie Hess
julie@nourishnj.org.

Table of Hope
In-Person Opportunities
Serve Dinner
Box, bag and distribute meals to those in need.
Weekdays 5:00pm – 7:00pm.

UPCOMING IN AUGUST
Be on the lookout for our

Table of Hope Donation Drive.

Food Pantry Set-Up
Set up and load food for the Thursday Pantry
from 9:00am – noon.
Questions? Contact Vern Verhoef
vernon.verhoef@verizon.net.

Table of Hope helps feed families and
individuals in need in Morris County.
This effort is sponsored by the Bethel AME
Church and has been supported by our
church for the past eight years.

Ready to help? Sign up: springstreetcdc.org.
7

This past year has been a most challenging time for all of us in this community and around
the world. Not only the pandemic, but deep underlying discontent due partly to intentional
divisiveness, lack of truthfulness, a failing immigration system, lack of job opportunities,
and systemic racism have pulled us farther apart at a time when people more than ever
need to treat each other with dignity, respect, and understanding.
The Diversity Coalition of Morris County began with Diversity Day on the Morristown
Green in 2018, opening with an Interfaith Service beginning at 11:00am followed by the
festival from noon to 4:00pm. Due to the pandemic, we have not been able to meet on the
Green for the past two years. Instead, we have developed an online presence including an
online cookbook, monthly cooking classes, a children’s book series, and the Diversity Coalition
online Festival of 2020.
Please go to the events page on our website (diversitydaymc.org) for further
details on upcoming events, and our Facebook page
(Facebook.com/diversitydaymc) for updates
and to view recorded classes.
The Interfaith Service for Diversity Day 2021 will be presented on Sunday July 11th,
starting at 11:00am, followed by an online discussion of our theme for this year, “A Time for
Healing.” The service will include representatives from Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and
Sikh faith traditions, and feature music from the Calvary Baptist Church Choir and Mayo
Performing Arts Center. Links to the Interfaith Service and to Zoom for the discussion
following will be available on the DCMC website and in the weekly PCM church mail the
week prior to the service.
Let us all work together to find ways in which our community can begin to
heal and unite in peace with hope for a brighter future.
Many blessings,
Beverly Tignor, Diversity Coalition Co-Chair
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Congratulations to Dominique Alessio and Yuriy Mayovskyy!
Married in the Sanctuary on June 5, 2021

Not pictured: Gwyneth Butler
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New Revolutionary War era gravestone
to be consecrated
Sunday, July 11, 2021 at 2:00 pm
Please join us as we consecrate a new gravestone
commemorating the lives of

John Ogden and David Ogden, Jr.,
who both served in the Revolutionary War and lived
in Morristown during the 1700's and early 1800's.
The ceremony will be followed by a reception
to greet the descendants of John and David and
to celebrate the history contained in our graveyard.

Recent Donations
to the
Commemorative Fund
In Memory of

Jan’s Closet will be open
to the public
for clothing selection
on Saturday, July 10
and
Saturday, August 14
from 10:00am – 11:30am
at the Parish House.

Hal Crosthwaite
Carl Cronin
Charles Vander Pyle
Donna Kowalski
Fred Figa
Sally Coulson

Carol Terhune
Peg and George Ebel
Jean Jones
Florence Anderson
Millie Reich

In Honor of
Olinda Rush
Nan and Vern Verhoef
Ann and Dave Smazik

Come check out all
the wonderful items
we have available!
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Welcome new members...
Greg and Stacy Calder with Eloise and Miles (and Dakota)
The Calders live in Morris Township. They are looking forward to being
part of the PCM church family and raising their children here. Stacy grew
up going to church every Sunday and participated in Sunday School,
Youth Group and VBS. Eloise has attended the Presbyterian Church
Nursery School for the past three years, and Miles will, too, when he is
two and a half years old. Miles will be baptized at PCM on July 11, 2021.

Maureen and Liam Fineran
Maureen and Liam live in Morristown, having relocated from
Nevada in the fall of 2019. Liam’s experiences with the
amazing staff at the Presbyterian Church Nursery School and
at mid-week with Mrs. Mead and Mr. A-P brought them here.
They also loved the one service of worship they were able to
attend before the pandemic.

Ashley Koning and Matt Sokol with William
Ashley and Matt were married in the chapel of the Presbyterian
Church in Morristown in August 2018 and are living in Morristown.
They felt very welcomed by the church leading up to the wedding,
and would like to start William’s life in a path of faith and with a
belief in God. William will be baptized at PCM on July 11, 2021.

...we’re so glad you’re here!
TAI CHI EVERY TUESDAY AT 10AM!
Join us in the Erdman Room at the Parish House each week for Tai Chi for fun!
We'll be using Dr. Lam's video to do Tai Chi exercises.
This group meets weekly and is open to men and women 21 and over.
Contact Shirley Mutchler rentatlbi@optonline.net for more info.
COVID-19 safety guidelines will be followed. Learn More.
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READY TO PLAN FOR SEPTEMBER?
Christian Education Programs will kick off on
Sunday, September 12th.

Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian Education

Sunday School for children 2 years old to 7th grade
will meet from 8:45-9:40am.
Midweek begins on Wednesday, September 15th
and will meet from 4:30-6:00pm.
Children in grades K-5 are welcome to come and enjoy
a snack, Bible lesson, recreation and
musical instruction in choir and handbells.
To register for these programs, please visit our website.

Questions? Contact Alexandra Mead at amead@pcmorristown.org

The annual Market Street Mission
(MSM) 5K Race for Recovery is ON!
MSM has been hard at work planning a
SAFE and fun LIVE event experience for
Saturday, July 3rd, at Central Park of Morris
County. The event begins at 9:00am and
includes a 5K Race, a 2 mile or 1 mile Freedom
Walk and a Kids Fun Run. You can expect a
welcoming and scenic, socially distanced,
environment with tunes from a DJ,
refreshments, Raffle Prizes and souvenir t-shirts.
A VIRTUAL 5K will also be offered July 2-4th for those more comfortable running or
walking from home.
Proceeds from the event will support the programs of MSM which ministers to the
hungry, homeless and those struggling with addiction in Northern New Jersey.
This year Outreach and Youth Group members have volunteered to assist MSM with
setting up a picnic after the race for approximately 30 men in their Men’s Addiction
Recovery Program.
To sign up for additional volunteer activities or participate in the race, please go to
marketstreet.org and click on 5K Race for Recovery.
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COME and REST
By Priscilla Shirer
Rest is becoming a lost art in our modern
culture. We’ve exchanged its old-fashioned
value for a hectic, fast-paced, breakneck speed
of life. Our fervor and passion disintegrate
while our blood pressure elevates. Packed
within each 24-hour time span is an
unsustainable number of tasks we’ve placed
upon ourselves, as well as demands others
deem urgent enough to place upon us as well.
And based on our fatigue and frustration, we’d
give anything to offload the burden.
But rest doesn’t seem like a viable option
anymore. Have we forever passed up any kind
of reality that dares to include rest as part of a
typical day? Or week? Or … month? (Or …
year?)
When Jesus sent His disciples off on a
specific ministry assignment in Mark 6:7-11,
he didn’t shield them from the fact that their
journey would not be particularly easy. People
would refuse to listen to them, much less give
them hospitality. Any cause for excitement
would be counterbalanced by any number of
legitimate reasons for quitting and
discouragement. They’d be empowered to
preach, heal and spread the news of the
kingdom, yes, but they’d also be exhausted on
every front — physically, emotionally and
spiritually. And even after finally coming back
home from their tiring journey, people would
still be “coming and going,” enough that the
disciples “did not even have time to eat” (v.
31b).
So as their first order of business upon
returning, Jesus greeted them with clear
instructions to rest: “He said to them, ‘Come
away by yourselves to a secluded place and
rest a while’” (Mark 6:31a).

It wasn’t a request. It wasn’t a friendly
suggestion. It was Jesus’ command. Here’s
what you’re going to do, guys. You’ve been
through a lot. And much more remains to be
done. But for now … rest … come and rest.
At least for a little while.
Do you ever feel guilty for taking time
away to regroup and recharge? Are you
saddled with a sense of wasted opportunity if
every space on your calendar is not filled? Are
you afraid your world will stop turning if you
disengage for even a few moments? Are you
concerned about losing your competitive
advantage if you’re not converting every
moment into maximum achievement and
efficiency?
Then hear the voice of your Savior
welcoming you into a place where grace flows,
where the Spirit refuels, and where mercy
fixes what’s been strained and stressed by
accumulating life’s pressures. This is the space
where priorities and relationships that have
been pushed out of alignment (and are in
need of repair) get patched up and
recalibrated.
Quiet time is not an excuse for the lazy
but a wise investment for the diligent. It’s for
those who are committed to being active
servants and followers of Jesus Christ instead
of slaves to the tyranny of urgent busyness
and activity. By prioritizing rest for ourselves
and those we love, we might just rediscover
the joy we thought had been lost forever.
Lord, help me to embrace Your grace. Guide
my steps as I seek to come to You … and
allow me to rediscover the rest You
commanded to be part of my life. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.
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Summer Dates to Remember
7/2
7/2-4
7/4
7/6

Caregiver Support Group
Market Street Mission 5k Race for Recovery
Worship with communion in the Sanctuary
Tai Chi in the Erdman Room at the Parish
House (meets every Tuesday)
7/9
Caregiver Support Group (meets every Friday)
7/10
Stanton-Nebesnak Wedding at the Church on the Green
Jan’s Closet open for clothing selection at the Parish House
7/11
Worship in the Sanctuary
Diversity Coalition movie
Revolutionary era gravestone dedication
7/17
Joyce Zelmer Memorial Service in the Chapel
7/18
Worship in the Sanctuary
Diversity Coalition Cooking Class
7/24
George & Peg Ebel Memorial Service
7/25
Worship in the Sanctuary
7/25 - 7/30 High School Mission Trip
7/27
Breakfast packing for nourish.NJ
8/1
Worship with communion in the Sanctuary
8/2 - 8/5 Middle School “Backyard” Mission Trip
8/8
Worship in the Sanctuary
8/14
Jan’s Closet open for clothing selection at the Parish House
8/15
Worship in the Sanctuary
8/16 - 8/20 Vacation Bible School
8/22
Worship in the Sanctuary
8/24
Breakfast packing for nourish.NJ
8/26
Blood Drive at the Parish House
8/29
Worship in the Sanctuary
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Session Notes June 2021

Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session

On June 17, 2021, Session…
 approved July and August baptisms
 approved placing the hymnals back in the pews
 approved the restoration of Openpath access to church
buildings for Session members and Deacons

The Parish
Register
Weddings:
Dominique Alessio &
Yuriy Mayovskyy
(June 5)

Note: The Nominating Committee will be meeting
this summer to nominate the 2025 Class of Elders and
Deacons. Contact Wayne Rush wrush1@gmail.com
with your nominations.

Click here for all the notes, including a Presbytery
update.
THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Laura Geary
lgeary@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Interim
Administrative Assistant
Lisa Fraebel
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org
Director of Operations
Dan Keoppel
dkeoppel@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

The deadline for Tower Tidings is the second Tuesday of the month prior to the publication date.

Sunday Mornings
Fresh Traditional® Worship

Beginning July 4 services will be live streamed!
Summer Worship Schedule
July 4
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary with communion
July 11, 18, 25
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary
August 1
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary with communion
August 8, 15, 22, 29
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary
Please note that we will no longer be pre-recording services.
We hope you will join us in-person or via live stream.
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