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Matthew 25 – Eradicating Systemic Poverty
We Presbyterians evaluate any economic system not simply on the basis
of the material goods and services it provides, but especially on the basis of its human
consequences: what it is doing to, with and for people, particularly the most vulnerable among
us. In our tradition, economic behavior, like all behavior, must be subject to moral scrutiny. For
this reason, the church must speak to the present economic crisis, to the devastation it has
brought, and to the hope to which we bear witness: that, in Christ, a more just order is arising.
— “Living Through Economic Crisis,” 219th General Assembly (2010)
This month, we come to the third and final focus area of our Matthew 25 initiative. We at
PCM are no strangers to working against poverty. Virtually all of our Outreach activities and
partnerships circle around this societal problem: Homeless Solutions to care for the homeless,
nourish.NJ to address food insecurity, MAP tutoring to improve education, Jan’s Closet to
provide clothing, Operation Love to share the joy of Christmas, and Foundation for Peace to
empower international communities.
All of these activities already exemplify our Matthew 25 commitment to eradicating
systemic poverty. Yet the Matthew 25 initiative also challenges us to look deeper and to think
beyond traditional charity when we consider how to change our world. What complex
systemic factors keep people locked in poverty? How does our economic system benefit from
the exploitation of low-wage earners? How might our best-intentioned charity efforts actually
harm or disempower those we seek to help? How should we use our moral voice as people of
faith to affect economic policies and practices for the sake of a more just society?
As Reformed Christians, Presbyterians believe that government can be God’s agent when
it comes to the providential care of people. Therefore, our denomination encourages
advocacy within our systems of government to address far-reaching and
intricate human problems like poverty. The General Assemblies of the
PC(USA) have called for everything from guaranteed minimum wages or
“family-sustaining/living” wages, to addressing pockets of high
unemployment as disaster areas, to welfare reform that does not
require workfare or other policies that punish the poor, to programs
that support the needs of women, infants and children, to workers’
rights to organize.
May we take inspiration and heed the call to do likewise.
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Share your summer photos with us!
After the last year and a half,
we've all had to re-adjust...
Now, in the fall of 2021, we want to see
how you spent your summer days in a semi
post-pandemic world. Submit your summer
photos to us now through September 12.
Be sure to include one to two lines about where
you are in the photo and what activity you are
doing. Please limit to 2 photos per submission. Your
images will appear in the October issue of Tower
Tidings, in church mail, on the PCM website, and
maybe even on our Instagram and Facebook pages!
Send photos to Cali at cwoods@pcmorristown.org by Sunday, September 12.
After four short years Dan Keoppel, our Director of Operations,
is leaving us. Dan has accepted a role as Chief Operating Officer of the
International Project, a mission organization based in NYC seeking to
initiate church-planting within the diaspora: immigrant communities in
the US and across the world.
The Management & Administration Committee thanks Dan for his four
years of leadership in keeping the PCM buildings operating and ready
for our many programs. We especially appreciate his efforts to
support the Safety Committee and the Buildings & Grounds Committee. Dan spearheaded many
projects including the installation of the net2phone “cloud” phone system, the installation of
OpenPath, our keyless door access system, new surveillance cameras, the introduction of Zoom
for remote meetings and the installation of Breeze, our church management system. Good
work, Dan.
We pray Dan much success in his new role. He will continue to worship with his family and serve
as an elder at the First Presbyterian Church in Boonton.
⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎

Dick Kaller, Rich Albright, and Kevin Hubbard are forming a subcommittee to manage the
buildings following Dan’s departure on August 27. Dan is working vigorously with the committee
to ensure a smooth transition. In the fall, M&A will reflect on our organization structure and
commence a search for Dan’s permanent replacement.
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RISE High School Mission Trip 2021

During the last week of July, nine high school youth and five adults traveled to
Friendship, NY to participate in this year’s RISE (Risingville Intercommunity Service
Effort) mission trip. Team leaders
John and Nancy Alessio and five
youth rebuilt a porch,
installed a new window,
and installed a hardwood floor for a family.
Our other team, led
by Jason Lawlor and
Kimberly
Davies
and four youth,
tore down a deck,
then rebuilt and
expanded it. They
also replaced steps
leading from the
outside down into
the basement. Patrick
Allred,
our
youth
director, helped both
groups. They all stayed in
the gymnasium at the Friendship
Central School. Wednesday night
was a group picnic on top of a mountain, owned by a local farmer and RISE supporter.
There were hayrides available along with a bonfire and fireworks. Thursday was a
team night out in Olean, NY at a restaurant. Other homemade meals were served at
the local Methodist Church. Both families were extremely grateful at the last day of
work and the completion of the
tasks. Staff for the week included
Kirsten Goodwin, Rev. Emily
McCachren, Julia Bozza, and Wayne
Rush, program director.
4

SEPTEMBER IS HERE!

Alexandra Mead
Director of Christian
Education

Christian Education Programs kick off on Sunday, September
12th. Sunday School for children 2 years old to 7th grade
will meet from 8:45-9:40am.
Midweek begins on Wednesday, September 15th
and will meet from 4:30-6:00pm. Children in grades K-5 are
welcome to come and enjoy a snack, Bible lesson, recreation
and musical instruction in choir and handbells. To register for
these programs, please visit our website. Questions?
Contact Alexandra Mead at amead@pcmorristown.org.

Vacation Bible School 2021 was a huge success with over 110 children and volunteers.
Our Rainforest Explorers learned how to follow Jesus as He leads us through our highs
and lows in life. Thank you to everyone who helped make this year's VBS a success!

Lisa Fraebel
Bruce Frazier

Bruce Frazier

Bruce Frazier
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Please support

Market Street Mission’s
Thirty-first Annual Coat Drive
Donate new and gently used
winter coats, hats, gloves and scarves for
men, women and children.
From September 12th – October 15th
On November 6, 2021, the Market Street Mission will sponsor its 31 st annual
Coat Drive held on the Morristown Green from 10:00am – 1:00pm.
The coat drive provides hundreds of coats to those in need in our community.
Please help by donating new and gently used winter coats, hats, gloves and scarves
for men, women and children (please NO wind breakers, rain jackets or sweaters).
There is always a need for more men’s coats and men’s and women’s sizes 2x-3x.
You may drop off your donations beginning September 12th in the marked bins located
on the porch of the Parish House, Monday through Thursday, 9:00am – 3:00pm or
bring them to church on Sunday and look for the bins in the Narthex.
Thank you for your participation!
JBWS Thank You

generous donations of $2,063.55.
Your contributions help JBWS continue to
On the behalf of the Outreach Committee provide for domestic abuse victims in
and JBWS, we thank our church members, need and create a healthy community for
nursery school and the Market Street
survivors and their families.
Mission for your generous donations of
over 225 food items, 25 cleaning products,
Together we are
58 cans of sun block, 15 paper
making a difference
products, 56 bubble products and six
in people’s lives!
boxes of diapers. We also thank our
members for your very thoughtful and
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FROM NAROBI TO NEW JERSEY:
JOIN US TO MEET

Esther came to New Jersey in late
August. She has volunteered at the Market
ESTHER MWEKALI
Street Mission and Table of Hope, and looks
Esther Mwekali from Nairobi survived
forward to meeting members of our
homelessness on the streets of Nairobi for
congregation to tell her amazing story. Join
two years before discovering and moving to us at a reception on Wednesday, September
the ByGrace Children's Home where she
8th at 7pm at the home of Dr. Beverly Tignor
finished her middle and high school
located at 30 Maple Ave, Mendham,
education, and proceeded on to college. She NJ 07945. Please sign up here or contact
will be graduating with a BA degree in
Karen Griffith at kgriffith@aol.com.
Counseling Psychology from Africa
Esther will also be giving a cooking class
International University in Kenya, and has
on Sunday, September 5th at 4pm, offered
been accepted to California Baptist
through the Diversity Coalition of
University to study Counseling Psychology,
Morris County. She will be preparing Kenyan
with an emphasis on marriage and family
Chicken Pilau, a favorite dish back home in
therapy. ByGrace Children's Home has been Kenya, and sign-up is available though the
a PCM mission partner at various times over weekly PCM church mail and
the last decade.
at diversitydaymc.org/events.

Cooking Party!
Sunday, September 5th at 4:00PM
KENYAN CHICKEN PILAU
Welcome Friends! This virtual cooking class is FREE, but
registration is required. It’s the 9th episode of our cooking party
series sponsored by the Diversity Coalition of Morris County. This month's recipe is
Kenyan Chicken Pilau, which will be demonstrated by Esther Mwekali via Zoom on
Sunday, September 5th at 4:00PM. Check out the ingredients in our online cookbook
so you can get what you need ahead of time (cooking is optional). Once you RSVP, you
will receive a Zoom Link that will give you access to
the live event. Please visit our website at
Diversitydaymc.org and follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/Diversitydaymc.
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In-Reach Day
Saturday, October 16, 2021,
8:30 - noon
The Deacons will be coordinating the annual
In-Reach Day on October 16. Spend a Saturday
morning in service to church members as you assist with light chores at their homes.
Volunteers meet at 8:30 a.m. for a light breakfast at the Parish House and are assigned
to homes. Volunteers are glad to help homeowners in need of assistance with fall
clean up, window washing or general yard work. All projects are completed by noon.
Volunteers and homeowners needing assistance are invited to sign up. Information to
follow in the weekly church announcements.

Save the Date!

Caregiver Health: Finding a Balance
Monday, October 18, 2021 at 7:00 via Zoom
The Deacons will be hosting a Fall Seminar focused on Caregiver Health: Finding
a Balance. Rebecca Abenante of the Healthy Aging Program at Atlantic Health
System will be presenting a one hour program via Zoom focused on the needs of
caregivers. The presentation is described as follows: Caregiving doesn't come with an
instruction manual and every caregiver's experience is different. However, what most
caregivers have in common is that they're so often focused on others' needs that they
aren't good at taking care of their own needs. Come learn ways to take better care of
yourself, find balance in your life and resources available to help.
For information and registration visit https://bit.ly/3CGkG7R.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
NURSERY SCHOOL
Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Director Jeanne Mueller

The Nursery School is working hard
planning another pandemic school
reopening in person this fall.
Throughout the summer, we have
gathered updated guidance from the
state about safety requirements for our
classrooms, students and staff. We
have some freshly painted and cleaned classrooms ready to welcome our young
families back to PCNS for another great year! Please know that we will closely follow
the safety protocols and any updates
set by our licensing organization, the
CDC and the local department of
health. This will ensure a safe back to
school environment for all.
Some of our safety protocols will affect
the use of some areas during the
school hours (roughly 8:40 until 1:30).
If you enter the Parish House during
preschool hours, be aware of this.
Signs will be posted during school
hours to help remind Parish House visitors. Please help us by following the rules and
be patient with us. PCNS will do its best to make this transition as easy as possible for
all.
We ask that the church members pray for a healthy year for our school families!
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Sunday, October 3, 2021
Noon to 5:00pm
The premier fall festival in Northern New Jersey since 1994 is – you guessed it – right
here in Morristown. Each fall, Morristown hosts 60,000+ attendees in its historic downtown
on a Sunday afternoon from 12:00 – 5:00 p.m., rain or shine. The event is a true testament to
a community rich in national history and local pride.

NOTE to PCM members: There will be no parking on the Green on
Sunday morning, October 3, so remember to plan accordingly for church!

Become a Greeter!
Welcoming all people to church and practicing
hospitality is an integral part of our faith community.
From Master Greeter, Rich Liedtke:

“The true mission is making people feel
wel come, acknowledged and loved; and
that makes for a better community that’s
a place for friends.”
Greeters simply say “Good morning!” or “Welcome to church!” and confirm that
attendees have registered for worship. To volunteer please contact Betty Darcy:
bettydarcy55@gmail.com or 201-650-3977.

Thank you for your generous
donations to Jan’s Closet! We
are currently overstocked with
summer items. Please hold
donations until we begin
accepting winter clothes in
October.
-Carol Johnson

Morristown Festival of Books Kidfest will be held
at the Parish House all day Saturday, October 9.
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The Parish Register
Baptisms:

Weddings:

Miles McLellan Calder, child of
Stacy & Greg Calder (July 11)
Landon John Savino, child of
Courtney & Troy Savino (July 11)
William Raymond Sokol, child of
Ashley Koning & Matt Sokol (July 11)
Everly Alexandra Nebesnak, child of
Courtney & Glenn Nebesnak (Aug 8)
Skylar Kathleen De Los Santos, child of
Sara and Jose De Los Santos (Aug 8)

Courtney Stanton and
Glenn Nebesnak (July 10)
Deaths:
Sandy Danforth (June 3)
Graydon Rogers (June 25)
Nancy Hetzel (June 30)
Shirley Scott (July 2)
Robert Sumner (July 9)
Thelma Kay (August 8)
Ching-Mei Wang (August 13)

THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator
Crystal “Cali” Woods
cwoods@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Interim
Administrative Assistant
Lisa Fraebel
office@pcmorristown.org

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org
Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org
Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Laura Geary
lgeary@pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

The deadline for Tower Tidings is the second Tuesday of the month prior to the publication date.

Sunday Mornings
Fresh Traditional® Worship

All worship services are
livestreamed!
Jan’s Closet will be open
to the public
for clothing selection
on Saturday, September 11
and
Saturday, October 16
(note date change for October!)
from 10:00am – 11:30am
at the Parish House.

September Worship Schedule
September 5
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary
with communion
September 12, 19, 26
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary

Come check out all
the wonderful items
we have available!

All are welcome!
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