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Happy New Year!

Circle 5 filled gift boxes and bags with Christmas presents and
a Starbucks gift card for each of the girls of Plaid House.
Pictured (l-r) back row: Carol Gilbert, Carole Ramsey, Janet McMillan, Jenny Fleischer,
Nan Verhoef. Front row: Molly Rauter, Julie Hess, Sherry Guthrie, Nancy Alessio.

Interim Senior Pastor
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp

Grace and peace to you!

We have just finished a good, but wackadoodle, Christmas week. Our worship plans
shifted daily, due to the spread of the Omicron variant and the onset of flu season.
Between December 20 and December 26 our dedicated church staff and volunteers
creatively and nimbly met challenge after challenge. On the Sunday following
Christmas, I offered a brief meditation on the theme of “Holy Improvisation.”
I suggested that we hold our plans more loosely, since we are living in a time when
the best laid plans are subject to disruption. People fall ill. Airline flights get cancelled.
Plans need to shift. This is true in our own lives, and also in the life of the church.
Let us be nimble. Led by the Spirit, let us lean into the art of Holy Improvisation.
We give thanks to God for Lisa Fraebel, who has been “temping” in the church office
for most of 2021. She stayed on months longer than she planned, and she has helped
to codify the tasks and responsibilities of the office. We wish her a real retirement this
time around! We welcome Kay Smith, who begins as the office Administrative Assistant
January 1, 2022. Kay lives locally and comes to us with great experience. You will enjoy
meeting her, and she will be a wonderful addition to our team.

May the light of Christ be with you this day, and always.
Blessings,
Interim Pastor Leslie
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Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Mission
The Reverend Sarah Green
Winter’s Invitation
“All of creation needs some time to pause and have its spent energy
renewed. So do humans. Winter offers this gift of essential renewal. . .
Winter asks us only to be, to live with mystery, to wait patiently.”
I am listening to the kind permission of the season
to rest more often,
to reflect more deeply,
to pray without words.
I am listening to the sacrament of non-doing.
“A little idleness is good for the soul of all creatures, both animate and inanimate.”
-- excerpts from The Circle of Life by Joyce Rupp & Macrina Wiederkehr
I have a confession to make—I really don’t like the winter. I don’t like the dark, the cold, the
snow. And I like the realities of yet another COVID winter just as little as anyone else. But
there is one invitation of winter that I cherish and indeed need to hear all the time because
it is so very hard to accept into my life—the invitation to rest. The whole of winter, in fact,
reminds us of the importance of taking time to lie fallow, to rest, to turn inward, to reflect
and contemplate, and to leave space for something new to grow. Without these months of
quiet hibernation, the natural world would cease to be able to produce with such riotous
abundance. It would soon collapse in complete exhaustion. The same is true of us. Rarely,
though, do we actually listen to the calling of winter to slow down and take time, much to
our detriment. The rhythms of work and school and family obligations do not automatically
change just because it’s winter. Electricity allows us to push back the darkness. Four-wheeldrive lets us plow right through the snow.

The irony is that it takes concerted effort in our modern world to rest. Without intention, the
gift of time and space for God eludes us. We must give ourselves permission to accept the
invitation of winter to slow down and to embrace the “sacrament of non-doing.” And we
have to learn to trust that “non-doing” is actually of value. Our worlds will not fall apart if we
just stop for a time.
So, I invite you to join me in considering this question: how will you take time to pause and
allow some winter rest to renew and strengthen you?
Associate Pastor Sarah Green
sgreen@pcmorristown.org
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Welcome New Staff!
Paul Koski joined PCM in November 2021 with a financial services
background. Most recently, he worked at Morgan Stanley focusing
on operational improvement, business analytics, and business
management. He holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree in Industrial
Engineering from Stevens Institute of Technology. Paul and his wife
Dorothy have three children and live in Ridgewood, NJ.
Kay Smith comes to us from Drew University where she spent
fifteen years in the Admissions Department. Kay lives in Convent
Station and has three grown children and recently became a first
time grandmother. Please stop by the office to introduce yourself!

And A Fond Farewell...
As 2021 came to an end we also bid farewell to our Communications Director,
Cali Woods, who has moved on to a full time position, and to our temporary
Administrative Assistant, Lisa Fraebel, who is making a second attempt at retirement.
TerraCycle® is a social enterprise ‘Eliminating
the Idea of Waste®’. It has partnered with
companies to recycle used items, like small
plastic bottle caps. The plastics undergo a
Join Presbyterian Women in a church-wide process and are molded into new recycled
recycling program to support our Green Faith plastic products. Colgate has a recycling
initiative and honor our commitment
network for all brands of used or empty oral
to be a Matthew 25 Congregation.
care products and packaging. We will be
collecting empty toothpaste tubes, tooth
Matthew 25 Ministries accepts empty plastic
brushes, dental floss containers, and floss picks.
pill bottles for inclusion in shipments of
BIC has a recycling program for all writing
medical supplies. Their pill bottle program
fulfills the dual needs of improving medical care instruments and packaging.
in developing countries and caring for our
Recycling bins will be in the post office
environment. Acceptable collection items
entrance at Church on the Green and in the
include prescription and over-the-counter pill
hallway at the Parish House. Contact Cathie
bottles. Bbottles must have an all plastic lid,
Eyre cdeyre@aol.com or (973) 634-5623.
labels must be removed, leaving no glue or
For more info about countless things you might
residue. Note - most labels come off easily if
like to recycle from home, visit
soaked in rubbing alcohol.
TerraCycle.com.

Recycle with
Presbyterian Women
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Happy New Year

Patrick Allred
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry

Every year it takes me a little bit to get adjusted to life
after Advent. I’ve always thought of January as the time
when we hit the “reset” button. We contemplate what
we would like to accomplish or change for ourselves in
the new year. Theologically, I feel like we hit the reset
button too. We enter into ordinary time before we
begin our Lenten journey into Easter.

During this period, I’m often reminded of the last half of the second chapter of
the Gospel of Luke. Matthew, Mark, and John go from the birth narrative
straight into Jesus’ ministry. Luke slows the story down a little bit and talks
about an adolescent Jesus starting in Luke 2:41. Jesus’ family is in the temple for
Passover and accidentally leave him in the temple after they start their journey
home (as a youth minister, I feel reassured that even Jesus’ parents can leave a
middle schooler behind on a trip to church!). After they realize that they’ve left
Jesus behind, they find him still at the temple. He asks his family “Did you not
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Luke then tells us that “Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.” I pray that we
can all grow in wisdom and favor during this period of ordinary time, this time
when we seem to hit the “reset” button. As we enter into the new year, let us
follow Jesus’ example and draw near to God so that we can be led to the people
and places that we need go this coming year.

Fellowship Hour Is Back!
Beginning in February, the Community & Membership
Committee will be looking for individuals, families, or
committees to provide light refreshments and
celebrate an occasional event for fellowship
hour. We provide coffee, tea and napkins!
To sign up please email Dianne Grenz
diannegrenz48@gmail.com.
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Join the Welcome Team!
As a church, we have done a lot of pivoting since the
pandemic began. This new year will bring a change at our
10am worship. We are combining the duties of greeters and
ushers and creating The Welcome Team. The same smiling
faces you have seen will be at worship but more volunteers
are needed. While each service will require fewer volunteers, there are not as many
greeters or ushers as there were previously. Welcome Team members will serve once
per month.
If you are interested and willing to help make our Church more warm and friendly,
please contact Mikey Knotts maknotts37@gmail.com (Worship & Music) or Betty Darcy
bettydarcy55@gmail.com (Community & Membership).

An Exciting International Renewal
In the 1990s and early 2000s, The Presbyterian Church in Morristown enjoyed being a
sister church with the PCEA Eastleigh Church in Nairobi, Kenya. That relationship waned
over the next several years due to a variety of factors.
Fast forward to December 16, 2021, when our Session signed the following agreement:
PCEA/PCUSA Sister Congregations Agreement
On December 16, 2021, The Session of the Presbyterian
Church in Morristown of The Highlands Presbytery of New
Jersey expressed its commitment to enter into a threeyear relationship as a Sister Congregation with the PCEA
Eastleigh Church of Nairobi Central Presbytery. We will be
guided by the Sister Congregations Program Protocol, and
cooperate with the Highlands-Nairobi Partnership Team in
exploiting the fullest mutual benefits of this relationship.
You soon will be hearing more about how you and our church will go forward with
plans to interact and share the Gospel message with our fellow Christian sisters and
brothers in Kenya. Stay tuned!!
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Jan's Closet to continue its second Saturday
clothing events in 2022

We are happy to announce that we will be returning to Jan's Closet at the Parish
House, which will once again be set up as our “clothing store”. We continue to give
away more clothing each month as the word of our new hours continues to spread
through the community. In November we welcomed about 45 people during the
10:00 – 11:30 am hours of operation.
We are once again accepting new and gently used Winter clothing for men,
women and children. We particularly need good work clothes for men – work shirts,
jeans and shoes – in medium and large sizes.
We will continue to accept Winter items until March:
 Warmer coats, sweaters, shoes, boots and nightwear for men,
women and children
 Winter shirts, pants and jeans for men and boys
 Winter blouses, skirts, pants, jeans and dresses for women and girls
 Belts, handbags, scarves, hats and gloves
We also accept small/travel size toiletries such as soap, toothpaste, deodorant,
shampoo and costume jewelry – bracelets, necklaces and earrings.

Please no used underwear or bathing suits. Also we are not accepting men's suits at
this time.
We look forward to continuing to meet the needs of the community with this
ministry and will continue to provide a safe shopping experience for all who come.
If you are interested in participating in this ministry and would like to get to know
our neighbors better, we would welcome your help in sorting and distributing clothes
to the community. For more information, please contact Susan Palmer at
susancpalmer1@hotmail.com or Carol Johnson at carolsjohn@aol.com.
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WE GIVE
THANKS FOR
ALL OF YOU

them to buy extras for their holiday meal and
to help them purchase the exact toy their
child wants for Christmas. In many small
ways, your gifts are making Christmas
brighter for many people!

Thanks to you, the Chaplaincy Program of
YOU GAVE FOOD! YOU GAVE MONEY! The the Morris County Correctional Facility was
people of PCM know that giving of their time able to provide necessities to over 250
and money to support neighbors in need is a inmates. You generously shopped the
key part of our beliefs and our actions. Once specific list for things like basic underwear,
socks, and toiletries; little things that remind
again, your generosity and love touched so
the inmates that God is good and people in
many in need as Outreach delivered a
whopping 708 pounds of food and $1,675 to the community do care for them as fellow
Children of God. Presbyterian Women’s
the Interfaith Food Pantry Network, just in
time to help create Thanksgiving dinners and Circles provided home-baked cookies to
start off the holiday season. Blessings to all of include in the gift bags. Four volunteers from
our church (Daria Lisco, Vicky Willson,
you and heartfelt thanks.
Maureen Rogers, and Rob Heinink) joined
Thanks to you, this year we raised $4,525 for volunteers from other area churches to pack
the gift bags on December 13. Many thanks
Operation Love. This amount includes the
to them and of course, to member Dick Kaller
donations from the congregation through
Breeze, checks and gift cards received. At the whose work with the Chaplaincy all year long
brought these needs to our
request of the Church of God in Christ in
Morristown, our partner in Operation Love, attention.
this year recipients received only gift cards for Thanks to you, our
Walmart or ShopRite to let them select the
congregation is welcoming
things they needed most. We know that
Christmas by following Jesus’
families receiving the gift cards are using
example.

TABLE OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Join us the second Thursday of each month to help families in need by volunteering
at the outdoor Table of Hope Food Pantry. Meet other PCM members at the Bethel
Church in Morristown (59 Spring St, 07963) from 12:15 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. Duties
include sorting food, filling bins with groceries, loading groceries into cars, and cleaning
up tables. No experience is needed, only people willing to serve and have some fun!
To sign up for January 13th, email Karen at kgriffith32@aol.com.
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Join us for a mixed level
fellowship based yoga practice
on Thursday mornings
from 10-11am
in the Parish House.
Please bring your own mat,
block and strap.

Help Lead Worship as a Lay Reader
Lay readers lead the congregation in the Prayer for Illumination
and read the first scripture. This is a wonderful way
to make worship even more meaningful
for yourself and for the congregation.
Please
Bruce Frazier contact the office office@pcmorristown.org
Bruce Frazier
with dates that you would like to serve.

Martin Luther King Observance Committee
2022 King Day Celebration

Monday, January 17, 2022 -- 10:00 am and 1:00 pm
REGISTER at Eventbrite www.eventbrite.com
Search for “Martin Luther King Observance Committee 2022 ”
NO CHARGE – Free-will donations accepted
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
NURSERY SCHOOL
Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Director Jeanne Mueller

Nursery School to reopen January 3, 2022
After experiencing classrooms full of Christmas cheer, the Nursery School students are
meeting the New Year with energy and eagerness to learn. We wish both our PCNS
families and the PCM community a very happy 2022. The
winter months can be tough in COVID times but we remain
dedicated to staying safe and open through the season of
winter.
The Church Stewardship campaign
included PCNS in their efforts to
raise funds for the 2022 Pledge
Drive. The Nursery school is grateful
for the tremendous support from
the PCM community. The church
has been there for us during our journey to provide quality
early childhood education for many families in Morristown.
Their generous gift will ensure that PCNS can make some
improvements to continue our mission.

Upcoming dates to remember:
January 9 - Ordination and Installation of new
Elders and Deacons
January 17 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (virtual)
January 29 - Officer’s Retreat, in person at the
Parish House 10:00am - 1:00pm
February 13 - Annual Congregational Meeting
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PCNS will hold our annual priority
registration on January 14th for
presently enrolled children,
legacies and church members.
Please note, we will again be offering a 5% tuition discount for church
members. Open Registration will
be held the following Friday,
January 21, 2022.

Session Notes December 2021
Wendy Doidge, Clerk of Session

The Parish Register

The ordination and installation of new elders and
deacons is scheduled for January 9th.
Baptism:
Abigail Elizabeth Monahan,
daughter of
Katherine and David Monahan
(Dec. 12)

On December 16, 2021 Session…
 approved the resumption of the 8am service on
a trial basis beginning January 9
 Entered into a 3 year sister church Agree-

ment with Eastleigh Presbyterian Church in
Nairobi

Deaths:
Mary Meyer (Nov. 28)
Ed Kowalski (Dec. 17)

Note: Visit pcmorristown.org/session-

highlights/ for all the notes, including
a Presbytery update.
THE CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
The Reverend Leslie Dobbs-Allsopp,
Interim Minister
ldobbs-allsopp@pcmorristown.org

Financial Secretary
Laura Geary
lgeary@pcmorristown.org

The Reverend Sarah Green, Associate Pastor
sgreen@pcmorristown.org

Communications Coordinator

Children’s Ministries
Alexandra Mead, Director of Christian Education
amead@pcmorristown.org

Administrative Assistant
Kay Smith
office@pcmorristown.org

Music Ministries
Dr. Matthew Webb, Director of Music
mwebb@pcmorristown.org

Sextons
Kristo Pango
Weeknight Custodian
Sigris Lorena Girón Sorto
Weekend Custodian
Cory VillNeuve

Ignacio Angulo-Pizarro, Children’s Music
Director,, iangulo-pizarro@pcmorristown.org
Youth Ministries
Patrick Allred, Youth and Young Adult Director
pallred@pcmorristown.org

Presbyterian Church Nursery School
Jeanne Mueller, Director
jmueller@pcmorristown.org
(973) 540-1114

Director of Administration
Paul Koski
pkoski@pcmorristown.org

(973) 538-1776
office@pcmorristown.org
www.pcmorristown.org

Finance Administrator
Henry Ahlers
hahlers@pcmorristown.org
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65 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960
Please let the church office
know if your address or
membership status has changed

The deadline for Tower Tidings is the second Tuesday of the month prior to the publication date.

Sunday Mornings
Fresh Traditional® Worship

DID YOU KNOW??
Registration for church is
no longer needed - just
come to worship and
sign the red
Friendship Pad!

All worship services are livestreamed!
January Worship Schedule
January 2 - Epiphany
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary
with communion
January 9 - Baptism of the Lord
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary
January 16, 23, 30
10:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary

All are welcome!
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